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Introduction

Veda is a Sanskrit word meaning ‘knowledge’. In the context of the Vedas, it
means ‘revealed knowledge which is sruti, ‘heard’ from within, not taught.
These ancient spiritual texts or hymns, through which we can learn much of
the perceptions and insights of the early vedic seers, are grouped into four
sambhitas or collections: Rig Veda, Yajur Veda, Sama Veda and Atharva
Veda. They were revealed to enlightened beings 3,000 to 4,500 years ago or
more (the Rig-Veda contains astronomical references describing occurrences
in 5,000 to 3,000 BCE), and transmitted orally by the sages from generation
to generation within brahmin families.

The four Vedas were considered to be divine revelations, and each word was
carefully memorised. This was to ensure accurate transmission, but also
because each syllable was considered to have spiritual power, its source
being the supreme, eternal sound. This was a mammoth task, as there are
20,358 verses in the four Vedas, approximately two thousand printed pages.
They were composed in fifteen different metres, which demanded perfect
control of the breath. Georg Feuerstein describes them as ‘a composite of
symbol, metaphor, allegory, myth and story, as well as paradox and riddle’
and their composers as ‘recipients and revealers of the invisible order of the
cosmos [with] inspired insights or illumined visions’1.

Rig Veda

The Rig Veda is the oldest spiritual text in the world and still regarded as
sacred, containing 1,028 hymns or songs of 10,589 verses in praise of the
divine (rig or ric meaning ‘praise’). Each hymn is recognised as a mantra, a
sacred sound vibration, which releases energy from limited material
awareness, thus expanding the consciousness. It is also the earliest surviving
form of Sanskrit. The illumined seers composed the hymns while established
in the highest consciousness, thus able to commune with luminous beings of
the higher realms. There are about 250 hymns in praise of Indra, the divine
force behind the ocean, heavens, thunder, lightning, rain and the light of the
sun; 200 of Agni, born of the Sun, becoming the god of sacrificial fire, and
over 100 of Soma, who gives immortality, and who is connected to the Sun,
Moon, mountains, rivers and oceans. Others are dedicated to Varuna, who
protects cosmic order; the Ashvins, supreme healers; Ushas, goddess of the
dawn; Aditi, goddess of eternity; and Saraswati, goddess of the Vedas and of
music and the arts.



Yajur Veda

The hymns of the Yajur-Veda, Veda of Sacrifice, consist of sacrificial
formulas or prayers, including those of an internal or spiritual nature, which
are chanted by the adhvaryu (priest), who performs the sacrifice. About a
third of its 1,975 verses are taken from the Rig Veda. The rest are original
and in prose form.

Sama Veda

The Sama Veda, Veda of Chants, gives instructions on the chanting of vedic
hymns. The majority of its 1,875 verses are from the Rig Veda; only 75
verses are original. Many of the hymns were sung by special priests during
sacrificial rites. Some are still sung today.

Atharva Veda

The Atharva Veda, named after the seer Atharvan, whose family were great
seers in vedic times, contains 731 hymns of 5,977 verses, about one fifth of
which are from the RigVeda. Much of the Atharva Veda consists of magical
spells and charms for gaining health, love, peace and prosperity, or taking
revenge on an enemy. Possibly for this reason, the Atharva Veda was either
not accepted by the orthodox priesthood, or not given the same standing as
the other Vedas.

The vedic people and their culture

The vedic people lived for over 2,500 years mainly along the banks of the
Saraswati River, which was located in Northern India between the modern
Ravi and Yamuna Rivers down to what is now the desert of Rajasthan. The
Saraswati River dried up in about 1,900 BCE due to tectonic upheavals.
Other areas of habitation included the Ganges River and its tributaries, rivers
in Afghanistan (previously called Gandhara), the Himalayas and Mount
Kailash in Tibet.

The vedic people had a complex multi-tiered view of the universe, in which
humankind, nature and the divine are intertwined and interrelated. They had a
deep knowledge of the oceans, mountains, deserts and forests of the physical
world, as well as of the subtle worlds of deities and different levels of
consciousness. People lived in cities or villages or were nomads, and were
fully engaged in worldly life. They were an agrarian people, yet also had
herds of cattle, horses and camels. Cities were constructed of stone, bricks
and metal. They built chariots and ships. They were skilled workers in gold,



metal, clay, stone, wood, leather and wool, and showed a very high standard
in arts, crafts, astrology, medicine, music, dance and poetry.

After the Vedas

The Vedas were the foundation for the later revelations (Sruti) in the
Brahmanas (ritual texts), the Aranyakas (texts on rituals and meditation for
forest-dwelling ascetics) and the Upanisads (esoteric texts). Later still, the
Vedas were the basis for numerous works of remembered or traditional
knowledge, known as smrti, including the epics: i.e. the Mahabharata,
Ramayana and Puranas, and the Siitras, or threads of knowledge, e.g. Yoga
Sttras. All these texts contain many concepts and practices, which come
directly from the four Vedas.

Upanisads

The word upanisad is comprised of three roots: upa or ‘near’, ni or
‘attentively’, and sad, ‘to sit’. The term describes the situation in which these
unique texts were transmitted. The students or disciples sat near the realized
master and listened attentively, as he expounded his experiences and
understanding of the ultimate reality. These teachings are said to destroy the
ignorance or illusion of the spiritual aspirant in regard to what is self and
non-self, what is real and unreal, in relation to the absolute and relative
reality. Only disciples were chosen, who had persevered in sadhana
catustaya, the four kinds of spiritual effort, viz. viveka (discrimination
between the permanent and impermanent), vairagya (non-attachment),
sadsampatti ( six virtues of serenity, self-control, withdrawal of the senses,
endurance, perfect concentration and strong faith) and mumuksutva (intense
desire for liberation).

The Upanisads are derived from the Aranyakas, because they were chanted in
the forest (aranya) after the aspirant had retired from worldly life. They are
recorded in the later form of Sanskrit used in the Brahmanas, and considered
the last phase of sruti, vedic revelation. The Upanisads are regarded as
vedanta, the end of the Vedas, inferring that vedanta is the end or completion
of all perceivable knowledge, as they guide the aspirant beyond the limited
mind to the atman (spiritual self) and thus to moksa (liberation). Each
upanisad reflected the teachings and tradition of a realized master, and was
connected with a specific Veda and vedic school. It is estimated that there are
over 200 Upanisads, which have been divided into seven groups: Major,
Vedanta, Saiva, Sakta, Vaisnava, Sannyasa and Yoga.



Yoga Upanisads

The twenty one Yoga Upanisads give an understanding of the hidden forces
in nature and human beings, and describe esoteric yogic practices by which
these forces can be manipulated and controlled. They emphasise that the
inner journey to the one permanent reality, the atman, is the essential one.
Journeys to external places, such as holy sites and temples, as well as rituals
and ceremonies, are not given importance. Their teachings give important
information on the subtle body (cakras, kosas, prana, kundalini, meditative
states), and the tantric and yogic techniques, not given in the earlier
upanisads, to attain them. Therefore, they are regarded as a significant
integration of Vedanta and Tantra, which were previously considered
incompatible. They are classified as ‘minor’ only because they postdate Adi
Sankara.

Although their teachings actually predate Patafijali, the Yoga Upanisads were
codified after the Yoga Siitras of Patafijali, and form an important part of the
classical yoga literature. However, they contain no references to Patafijali or
his Yoga Siitras. So, although the compilation of the Yoga Upanisads is post-
Patafijali, the vidyas, or meditative disciplines, contained within them are pre-
Patafijali. The Yoga Upanisads emerged at a time when the vedic and tantric
cultures were coming together to share their knowledge. The wise thinkers
from each culture sat down together and discussed how their insights and
teachings could be combined in order to benefit humanity. Thus these
upanisads combine the teachings of both tantra and yoga. It is evident in them
that yoga leads to vedanta, and vedanta leads to yoga. However, they were
written down by vedantic scholars and practitioners in order to show that
these vidyas and related practices were not borrowed from Patafijali, but were
known and practised from the ancient period.

Within the twenty-one Yoga Upanisads are six sub-groups which have their
own main focus. The Bindu Upanisads, which include the Amrta-Bindu (also
known as the Brahma-Bindu-Upanisad), Amrta-Nada-Bindu, Nada-Bindu,
Dhyana-Bindu and Tejo-Bindu-Upanisads, all concentrate on the bindu, the
source or origin of all sound, and hence of creation. Bindu represents the
transcendental sound manifested in the mantra Aum. The Hamsa-Mantra,
Soham, is the main practice of the Hamsa, Brahma-Vidya, Mahavakya and
Pasupata-Brahma-Upanisads. Concentration on prana, the life force related
to the process of inhalation and exhalation, brings the yogin to the knowledge



of the transcendental self. The light of pure consciousness, which the
enlightened irradiate is the theme of the Advaya-Taraka and Mandala-
Brahmana-Upanisads. The Ksurika-Upanisad (ksurika meaning ‘dagger’)
emphasises non-attachment as a means to liberation. The sixth group,
comprised of eight late Yoga Upanisads from 1200 to 1300 A.D., covers
teachings related to hatha and kundalini yogas. They are the Yoga-Kundali,
Yoga-Tattwa, Yoga-Sikha, Varaha, Sandilya, Tri-Sikhi-Brahmana, Yoga-
Darsana and Yoga-Cudamani Upanisads.

Yoga Kundali Upanisad

The teachings provided in this text on kundalini yoga are totally original and
unique. They were given by an experienced master, whose name is never
mentioned, and who lived in an earlier period when such knowledge of yoga
prevailed. The text is arranged in three parts. Chapter one contains the yogic
physiology of kundalin1 and the requisite disciplines necessary to undertake
her activation and awakening. It begins with a relevant discussion on the two
main ways to bring about an awakening: citta, expansion of consciousness, or
prana, liberation of energy. Kundalini yoga belongs to the latter, but also
accomplishes the former, which also demonstrates its tantric influence.

The disciplines required for kundalini yoga include mitahara, moderation in
diet, and the practice of asana, specifically padmasana and vajrasana. These
are followed by a thorough section on pranayama, or kumbhaka, which
details the four major techniques: suryabheda, ujjayi, sitalt and bhastrika.
The practice of sakticala, an important method of kundalin1 yoga, is
described here in detail. This is an original practice, which cannot be found
elsewhere. There is also an in-depth discussion on the kundalint sakti herself,
and what she really is. These are followed by the practices of the three
bandhas: mulabandha, uddhiyana, and jalandhara, and their role in
redirecting the energy upward to the brain.

These practices are followed by a detailed explanation of the ten obstructions,
which arise on the path of higher yoga, and prevent the practitioner from
achieving his or her goal. Then the process of kundalini awakening is
described and the practice is given, whereby it can be accomplished. The
theory and rechannelling of amrta, or immortal nectar, is further detailed to
complete the process. The first chapter ends with the detailed practice of the
kundalint sakti, rising up the susumna, piercing the three granthis, or psychic
knots, and the six cakras, to unite with her Lord at sahasrara, the crown



centre.

Chapter two contains an exposition of khecart mudra, as it was known to and
practised by the yogis of old. Its importance as a practice leading to
enlightenment, esoteric details and benefits are described here, along with the
entire method, which is not found in modern books on yoga. The science of
khecart is followed by an explanation of siitra neti. This is given as an
adjunct to khecart mudra, in order to enhance the final awakening of
kundalint through the higher stages of susumna.

Chapter three contains more specific instructions on how to maintain a higher
sadhana. The auspicious days of practice are included, along with the
necessity of renunciation. The two principles of creation, manas and Sakti, are
discussed, so that the sadhaka understands the basis of human bondage,
which relates to identification with Sakti, name and form. The practice of
kundalint yoga is further delineated in five precise steps. The cakras are
described as the the stairway to enlightenment and a major aspect of
kundalin yoga. The importance of yoga, guru and sadhana is explained. The
chapter describes several important meditation practices: (i) on sound and
Soham, (ii) on the atman, (iii) spontaneous jiana yoga, and (iv) merging with
the atman. Finally the master tells how to become a supreme yogi.
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Invocation

I
m. | U T |
3> g ATadfcdid M=: |
yogakundalyupanisadyogasiddhihrdasanam
nirvisesabrahmatattvam svamatramiti cintaye

Om saha navavatviti santih

Anvay

iti: thus; cintaye: 1 meditated on; hrd-asanam: seat of the heart; yoga-siddhi:
power of yoga; yoga-kundali-upanisat: upanisad of yoga kundali;
svamatram: being nothing but; nirvisesa: undiscriminating; brahma-tattvam:
true knowledge of Brahma; iti: saying; avavatu: may [it] help; nau: both of
us; saha: together; santih: peace.

Translation

Thus I meditated on the seat of the heart, [which is] the power of yoga, on the
upanishad of yoga kundali, being nothing but the undiscriminating, true
knowledge of Brahma. Saying: Om, may this teaching benefit both of us
together. Peace.

Invocation

This invocation is chanted by the rishi or seer of the Yoga Kundalt Upanisad,
to ensure that the teachings of this text may be revealed by the teacher to the
student in a way most auspicious and beneficial to both. Before undertaking
the study of this text, the rishi says that he meditated on the seat of the heart,
which is the centre of wisdom, where the soul resides. Being the seat of the
soul, the heart is also the power of yoga. The purpose of yoga is ultimately to
merge the individual soul with the cosmic soul, or consciousness, and this
process of union begins at the heart. During his meditation, the rishi realised
that the teaching given in this upanishad is nothing but the true knowledge of
Brahma, the universal creative potential, which is one with all existence and
beyond all qualification and discrimination.



Chapter One

Verse 1: Two causes of citta
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hetadvayam hi cittasya vasana ca samiranah
tayorvinasta ekasmimstaddvavapi vinasyatah (1)

Anvay

heta-dvayam: two causes; cittasya: of individual consciousness; vasana ca
samiranah: mental disposition and vital energy; ekasmin tayoh: if one of
these two; vinastah: is destroyed; api dvau: then both; vinasyatah: are
destroyed.

Translation

The two causes of individual consciousness [are] the mental disposition and
vital energy. If one of these two is destroyed, then both are destroyed.

Commentary

Citta is the individual consciousness. It is also referred to as the
subconscious, individual mind, or mind-stuff, and the store-house of memory,
or samskara. Citta is one of the four parts of the antahkarana, inner
instrument of the consciousness. The four aspects of antahkarana are: (i)
manas, mind; (ii) buddhi, intellect; (iii) citta, subconscious; and (iv)
ahamkara or ego. Samskaras are the impressions of actions imbedded in the
subconscious mind. These stored impressions become our memories, and
they condition the mind to think, feel and behave in particular patterns
throughout our lives.

Vasanas are the deep rooted desires, which we carry with us over many
lifetimes. These deep desires motivate our actions and ultimately create
bondage, due to identification with and attachment to the desired object,
person or place. We are born with certain fixed, deep rooted desires, which
determine our character, qualities, habits, interests, opportunities and
abilities. In a sense, it is the vasana that define our nature and destiny, and set
out what we can and cannot, will and will not do or be, for the duration of our
lives.

The mind draws on the samskara, or memories, in order to better understand



how to go about fulfilling the vasanas in one’s given situation in life. This
requires the process of thinking or contemplation. Thinking is also an action,
and it requires prana, or life force, in order to carry out this process
efficiently. Once the mind comes to a decision and formulates a plan, then
karma, or action, will follow. Any action, whether the determination to act or
the physical movement required to act, requires prana. In the absence of
prana, there can be no life, no thought, no action.

Therefore, the two causes of citta are vasana and prana. Both must work
together in order to fulfil the purpose and destiny of each individual. It is an
important tenet of yoga that, if one of these two can be eliminated, then the
other will also be destroyed. Maybe this is the point where yoga first began.
Because the yogis of old were not so interested in enhancing the body and
mind, as we are today, but in transcending their conditioning and limitations.
They had the supreme desire to merge the individual consciousness with the
transcendental, and experience the totality of consciousness.

Here, in the first verse of this upanisad, we are given the two ways to achieve
this: one by eliminating the deep-rooted desires, and the other by controlling
the prana.



Verses 2 and 3a: Control of prana
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tayoradau samirasya jaya kuryannarah sada
mitaharascasanam ca sakticalastrtiyakah (2)

etesam laksanam vaksye srnu gautama sadaram (3a)

Anvay

tayoh: of these two; narah: man; adau: at first; sada: always; kuryat jaya:
should have control; samirasya: of the prana; mitaharah: sparing diet; |
dasanam: posture; ca: and; trtiyakah: thirdly; sakticalah: rotation and control
of pranic force; vaksye: 1 shall describe; laksanam: characteristics; etesam: of
these; Srnu: listen; sadaram: attentively; gautama: Gautama.

Translation

Of these two, a man should always control the prana first (by) moderation in
diet, (second) posture and thirdly, rotation and control of the pranic force. I
shall describe the characteristics of these. Listen attentively, Gautama.

Commentary

Here, we are given the easiest method to transcend the mind, which is control
of the prana. Rooting out the vasana is a very laborious job. The deep desires
grow like weeds in a field, and the roots of each vasana are so deep that it is
difficult to pull them out root and all. Some remnant of the root always
remains, and then grows back again, when the time and situation are
conducive for its expression. Furthermore, each vasana becomes the cause for
new vasanas to grow and develop around it. So, the job goes on and on.

This is the difficulty of meditation, and all mind-orientated practices;
whereas, control of the pranic force can be accomplished more easily. There
are specific methods, which are given in yoga for this purpose. This verse
enumerates three such methods: (i) mitahara, dietary control, (ii) asana,
control of posture, and (iii) sakticala, control of the pranic force by rotation.
These three are further described in the following verses.



Verse 3b and 4a: Mitahara, moderation in diet

IR RERYqIfaafsa: | 3
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susnigdhamadhuraharascaturthamsavivarjitah (3b)

bhujyate sivasamprityai mitaharah sa ucyate (4a)

Anvay

susnigdha: soft; madhura: sweet; aharah: offering; bhujyate: should be
consumed; vivarjitah: without filling; caturthamsa: one fourth; Sivas-
amprityai: in order to please Siva; sa ucyate: this is called; mitaharah:
moderation in diet.

Translation

A soft, sweet offering should be consumed, without filling one fourth [of the
stomach] in order to please Siva. This is called moderation in diet.

Commentary

We can understand the importance of diet, when we observe our society
today, There are so many different diets available, which people try to follow
for their own purposes and needs. Yogic diet is another type of diet, where
the emphasis is on sattvic food, for the purpose of maintaining a regular
sadhana, or yogic practice. Yogic diet incorporates pure and balanced
nutrition, which is neither too much nor too little, overcooked nor
undercooked; which is fresh, and available locally and seasonally. The yogis
of old generally consumed foods that were fresh, because there was no cold
storage, fridges and freezers, as we have today. They also ate foods that were
available locally and seasonally, because long distance transport, preservation
and packaging were minimal.

Here, the verse recommends sweet and soft foods, meaning those items
which are not bitter, salty, astringent or piquant, Yogic diet should be simple
and consist of only one or two items per meal. It should be bland to the taste,
so that it does not excite or upset the system or cause overeating. It should be
soft, so that it does not require excess energy to break down and assimilate. A
yogi considers the food that is consumed as an offering, which is made to the
digestive fire and transmuted into energy for the life of the body and the
evolution of consciousness.

Mitahara, moderation in diet, is also a measurement of discipline and self-
control, whereby the yogi does not eat until the stomach is full. Rather, at the



end of the meal, the stomach should always remain one fourth empty. When
the stomach is filled to capacity, a state of tamas, or lethargy follows, which
is not conducive to yogic practice. Therefore, the amount of food consumed
is reduced, and this is done to please Siva, the transcendental consciousness,

which is the ultimate goal of yoga.



Verses 4b to 6: Asana, posture
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asanam dvividham proktam padmam vajrasanam tatha (4b)
urvorupari ceddhatte ubhe padatale yatha

padmasanam bhavedetatsarvapapapranasanam (5)
vamanghrimiulakandadho hyanyam tadupari ksipet
samagrivasirah kayo vajrasanamitiritam (6)

Anvay | |

tatha: then; asanam: posture; proktam: is declared; dvividham: of two kinds;
bhavet: it is; padmasanam: lotus posture; cet: if; ubhe padatale: both soles of
the feet; dhatte: are placed; upari: on top of; tirvoh: thighs; etat: this;
pranasanam: destroys; sarva-papa: all sins; iti iritam: it is said; vajrasanam: |
thunderbolt posture; ksipet: one places; vama-anghri: opposite foot;
miulakanda-adhah: below the miilakanda; anyam: other; tat-upari: above it;
griva: neck; sirah: head; kayah: body; sama: upright.

Translation

Then posture is declared [to be] of two kinds: padma [and] vajra. It is
padmasana if both soles of the feet are placed on top of the thighs; this
destroys all sins. It is said [to be] vajrasana [when] one places the opposite
foot below the miilakanda, the other above it, the neck, head [and] body
upright.

Commentary

In order to control the prana, three methods were given above. The first being
mitahara, or moderation in diet, and now the second, asana or posture. The
early yogis did not consider asana to be an end in itself, and they did not have
a variety of asana to choose from, as we know today, such as dynamic, static,
forward bending, backward bending, inverted, balancing, and so on.
Ordinarily, the body requires frequent movement, so we go on changing our
position, or we reach for something or get up and walk somewhere. Asana
were regarded as postures in which the body could remain still, without the
slightest movement, for long periods of time. For this purpose, two kinds of
asana are recommended in this teaching: padma and vajra.



Padmasana

Padmasana is the ‘lotus posture’. The lotus flower is regarded as a symbol of
purity because, although it blooms on top of the water, its petals always
remain dry. In the same way, the yogi is one who lives in the world, but
remains untouched by it. Padmasana is described here as sitting with both
feet placed on top of the thighs. This posture can only be performed by
practitioners with very flexible knees and ankles. The method is as follows:

Sit with both legs stretched forward in front of the body. Bend the right knee
and place the right foot on top of the left thigh, so that the sole is turned
upward and the heel is close to the pubic bone. In the same way, bend the left
knee and place the left foot on top of the right thigh.

In the final position both knees should touch the ground. The spine, neck and
head should be upright and straight. Relax the arms, and make sure that the
shoulders are not hunched forward or raised. Close the eyes and observe the
balance and alignment of the whole body.

Padmasana is the most balanced posture, when it is performed correctly.
Perfect alignment indicates that the posture is correct. Padmasana is also a
locked posture, which can hold the body steady and still for long durations of
time. While the body remains still, the mind becomes still. When the body
and mind remain still, susumna, the spiritual channel located at the center of
the spinal column, opens. Padmasana then directs the flow of prana from the
lower cakras, or psychic centers, upward through the susumna pathway, to
sahasrara cakra, at the crown of the head. In this way, higher meditative
states can be achieved spontaneously, by sitting in this posture alone.

Vajrasana or siddhasana

Vajrasana is the ‘thunderbolt posture’. Vajra is also a major nadi, or energy
channel, connected with the uro-genital system, which regulates the sexual
energy. Today, we have several variations of this posture, such as sitting with
both knees bent, so that the lower legs are beneath the upper legs and the
buttocks sits in-between the feet. In early times, however, vajrasana was also
known as guptasana, the ‘secret pose’. In modern times, guptasana is better
known as siddhdsana, the ‘perfect pose’. In the Hatha Yoga Pradipika, a
classical text on yoga, (chapter 1, verse 37) it says that “Siddhasana is also
known as vajrasana; some call it muktasana and lastly it is called guptasana.”
Therefore, we are describing the method here for siddhasana, which is as



follows:

Sit with both legs extended in front of the body. Bend the right knee and
place the right sole against the left inner thigh. Bring the right heel
underneath the body, so that it presses the perineum, midway between the
genitals and the anus. Bend the left knee, and push the toes into the area
between the right calf and thigh. Place the left ankle directly over the right
ankle, so that the left heel is above the right heel. The left heel should also
press the pubic bone, so that the genitals are in-between the two heels.
Finally, grasp the right toes, and pull them up between the left calf and thigh.

In the final posture, the body weight rests on the right heel. Make sure that
the pressure of the right heel is firmly applied. The legs are both in a locked
position, with the knees touching the ground. The spine, neck and head
should remain upright and straight.

This posture also directs the sexual energy upward from the lower psychic
centers. The position of the right foot at the perineum activates miiladhara
cakra, while the left foot at the pubis activates swadhisthana. The energy
from these centers is then redirected up the susumna for the purpose of higher
meditation.



Verses 7 to 10a: Saktice‘nla, raising the kundalini
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kundalyeva bhavecchaktistam tu samcalayedbudha
svasthanabha bhruvormadhyam sakticalanamucyate (7)
tatsadhane dvayam mukhyam sarasvatsastu calanam
pranarodhamathabhyasadrjvi kundalint bhavet (8)
tayoradau sarasvatyascalanam kathayami te
arundhatyeva kathita puravidbhih sarasvati (9)
yasyah samcalanenaiva svayam calati kundalt (10a)

Anvay

saktih: Sakti; bhavet: is; eva: really; kundali: kundalini; budhah: wise person;
tam samcalayet: should move it up to; svastha-nabha: location [at] the navel; |
bhruvormadhyam: eyebrow centre; ucyate: is called; sakticalanam: raising
the Sakti; tat sadhane: to achieve this; dvayam: two; mukhyam: essential;
sarasvat-calanam: sarasvaticala; prana-rodham: control of prana; atha: then;
abhyasat: through practice; kundalint bhavet: kundalin1 becomes; rjvi :
straight; tayoh: of these two; kathayami: I shall describe; te: to you; adau:
first; sarasvatyascalanam: sarasvaticala; kathita: it is told; puravidbhih: by
those who know the past; sarasvati: Sarasvati; eva: really; arundhattr:
Arundhati; eva: only; samcalanena yasyah: by arousing her; calati kundalr:
will kundalt arise; svayam: spontaneously.

Translation

Sakti is really kundalini. A wise person should move it up [from] its location
[to] the navel [and] to the eyebrow centre. [This] is called sakticala. To
achieve this, two [things] are essential: sarasvaticala [and] control of prana.
Then, through practice, the kundalini becomes straight. Of these two, I shall
describe to you first sarasvaticala. It is told by those who know the past [that]
Sarasvatl [is] really Arundhati. Only by arousing her will kundalini arise
spontaneously.

Commentary



According to yoga and tantra, Sakti is the universal energy that is inherent in
consciousness and that brings about all of creation. The above verse states
that Sakti is really kundalint. In this sense, kundalini is the evolutionary
energy, the creative potential of Sakti in all beings, whether sentient or
insentient. The word kundalini comes from the root kunda, meaning a ‘pit’,
such as a havan kunda, or a ‘deeper place’ such as a pond or lake. In human
beings the kundalini brings about individual creation by depositing the cakra,
or psychic energy centers, and then descending downward through them,
from the cosmic level at sahasrara, the crown center, to miiladhara, the
earthly or mundane level, at the perineum.

While the kundalini descends through the cakra in order to create our
manifest being, she is the evolutionary potential, transforming her cosmic
potential into earthly existence. At every level, or cakra, the kundalint
deposits part of herself. These parts then combine to become the elements of
our existence, starting with individual consciousness (ajfia cakra at the mid-
brain), and then space (visuddhi cakra behind the throat), air (anahata cakra
behind the heart), fire (manipura cakra behind the navel), water
(swadhisthana cakra, behind the pubis) and finally earth (miiladhara cakra at
the perineum). Each of these elements is stored in the relevant cakra, as a part
of our core energy, for the duration of our life.

Having completed her descent from the unmanifest into the manifest
dimension of existence, the kundalini rests for a while in a dormant state at
the miladhara cakra, the root center, which equates to a deeper place. While
resting, her cosmic, kinetic force becomes contracted and coiled, like a
serpent, which sleeps inside the earth. During this dormant phase of creation,
the kundalini dreams our life on Earth, and we experience this earthly
existence as if it were very real, very permanent, very important. Upon
completion of this dormant phase, however, the kundalini begins to awaken,
to rise up, in order to return back to the source of her existence.

At this point in our evolution, the spiritual phase begins. The kundalint
slowly unwinds her coils, and stretches herself back up through the cakra, on
her return journey to the cosmic dimension of consciousness. As she moves
upward, from cakra to cakra, she raises the consciousness that had descended
into the earthly existence along with her, and dissolves all the identifications
and illusions of material life. In this way, she ultimately becomes our
spiritual path and guides our consciousness back through higher and subtler



states. Hence, the significance of kundalini is actually three-fold. She is the
creator, the sustainer, and also the dissolver of our individual being or nature.
Like a mother, she brings us into this world, then patiently allows us to
experience it fully, and finally returns us back to our spirit nature.

Hence, the teaching continues, that a wise person should move the kundalint
upward, from its location at the miiladhara cakra, the base, to manipura cakra,
behind the navel, and then to

ajiia cakra behind the eyebrow center. This upward movement of the
kundalint energy is called Sakticala. In order to achieve this, there are two
essential practices: sarasvaticala and control of prana. Saraswati is another
name for susumna, the subtle spiritual channel at the center of the spinal
column. Sarasvaticala refers to the awakening of susumna, and $akticala to
raising the kundalint energy up the susumna.

In most people, the susumna channel remains closed and dormant. Only by
awakening susumna can the kundalinT arise spontaneously. Susumna can be
opened by controlling and equalising the prana in ida and pingala nadis, the
two major energy channels, which carry the mental and vital energies
respectively. This is achieved by moderation of diet, yogic postures, and
rotation of the prana and the breath. Then, by regular practice, the kundalini
force begins to awaken and uncoil itself. In order for this cosmic potential to
stretch out and straighten herself, she must first enter the mouth of susumna,
situated just above the miiladhara cakra, and rise up to manipura cakra and
then ajfia cakra. From ajfia cakra the final upward movement of kundalini to
sahasrara cakra takes place effortlessly.

The teacher further adds that those persons, who know the history of the past,
also consider saraswati to be the same as Arundhati, the esteemed and
spiritually awakened wife of Rishi Vasistha, who was one of the sapta rishis,
the seven most venerated seers of ancient India. Arundhati is respected, even
today, for her chastity as well as learning. Her qualities are also seen to be
those of saraswatl, or susumna, nadi. Being the spiritual channel in the human
body, susumna holds all knowledge, and is beyond worldly desire. Arundhatt
was said to be fully awakened, and her name comes from the root arundhi,
meaning ‘to arise’, ‘to ascend’. When the kundalint rises to the crown centre,
one is said to be fully awakened.

Verses 10b to 18: Method of sakticala
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idayam vahati prane baddhva padmasanam drdham (10b)
dvadasanguladairghyam ca ambaram caturangulam
vistirya tena tananadim vestayitva tatah sudhth (11)
angusthatarjanibhyam tu hastabhyam dharayeddvadham
svasaktya calayedvame dakshinena punahpunah (12)
muhtirtadvayaparyantam nirbhayaccalayetsudhih
urdhvamakarsayetkimcitsusumnam kundaligatam (13)
tena kundalint tasyah susumndya mukham vrajet
jahati tasmatprano ‘yam susumnam vrajati svatah (14)
tunde tu tanam kuryacca kanthasamkocane krte
sarasvatyam calanena vaksasascordhvago marut (15)
siiryena recayedvayum sarasvatyastu calane
kanthasamkocanam krtva vaksasascordhvago marut (16)
tasmatsamcalayennityam sabdagarbha sarasvatim
yasyah samcalanenaiva yogi rogaih pramucyate (17)
gulmam jalodarah pliha ye canye tundamadhyagah
sarve te sakticalena roga ndayanti niscayam (18)

Anvay
prane: when the prana; vahati: passes; idayam: through ida; sudhth: wise



man; drdham: firmly; baddhva: bound; padmasanam: padmasana; vistirya:
having expanded; nadim: nadt; dairghyam: length; dvadasa-angula: twelve
fingers; ca: and; ambaram: circuamference; catuh-angulam: four fingers;
dharayet: he should hold; tana: continually; vestayitva: enclosing; arngustha-
tarjanibhyam: with the thumb [and] forefingers; dvadham hastabhyam: of
both hands; punahpunah: repeatedly; calayet: stir up; svasaktya: sakti;
dakshinena vame: from right to left; sudhih: wise man; calayet: stir up;
nirbhayat: fearlessly; paryantam: for the duration; muhiirta-dvaya: two
muhiirtas (48 minutes); akarsayet: he should draw; tirdhvam: upwards;
kimcit: a little; kundali: kundalini; gatam: goes into; susumnam: susumnd,
central nadi; tena: thus; kundalint: kundalini; vrajet: enters; mukham: mouth;
tasyah susumnayah: of the susumna; ayam pranah: the prana; jahati: departs;
tasmat: from there; vrajati: enters; susumnam: susumna; svatah: of its own
accord; kuryat tanam: he should expand; tunde: abdomen; samkocane krte:
by contracting; kantha: throat; calanena sarasvatyam: by agitating in
sarasvati; marut: prana; urdhvagah: going upwards; vaksasah: chest; vayum
recayet: he should exhale; siiryena: through the right nostril; astu calane
sarasvati: continuing to agitate sarasvati; samkocanam krtva : by contracting;
kantha: throat; marut: prana; urdhvagah: going upwards; vaksasah: chest;
tasmat: therefore; nityam samcalayet sarasvatim: he should continually stir
up sarasvati; garbha: womb; sabda: sound; eva: simply; samcalanena
yasyah: by arousing her; yogi pramucyate: yogin is freed; rogaih: from
disease; gulmam: gulma, disease of the spleen; jalodarah: jalodara, dropsy;
plthah: pliha, disease of the spleen; ca: and; sarve anye rogah: all other
diseases; tunda-madhya-gah: arising within the abdomen; niscayam:
certainly; ndyanti: are prevented; Sakticalena: by Sakticala.

Translation

When the prana passes through ida, [then] the wise man, firmly bound [in]
padmasana, having expanded the nadi the length [of] twelve fingers and
circumference [of] four fingers, should hold [the lower ribs] continually
enclosing [them] with the thumb [and] forefingers of both hands, [and]
repeatedly stir up the $akti from right to left. The wise man should stir [it] up
fearlessly for the duration [of] two muhurtas. He should draw [it] upwards a
little [so that] the kundalini goes into susumna.

Thus kundalini enters the mouth of the susumna. The prana departs from
there [and] enters susumna of its own accord. He should expand the abdomen
by contracting the throat. By agitating in sarasvati, the prana, going upwards,



[reaches] the chest. He should exhale through the right nostril, [while]
continuing to agitate sarasvati [and] contracting the throat, the prana goes
upwards [from] the chest. Therefore he should continually stir up sarasvati
[whose] womb [is of] sound. Simply by arousing her, the yogin is freed from
disease. Diseases of the spleen, dropsy, and all other diseases arising within
the abdomen are certainly prevented by sakticala.

Technique: Arousing Sakti

Sit in padmasana, if it is comfortable for you, or in another locked meditative
pose of your choice. Allow the body to become calm and still. Become aware
of the natural breath. Breathe slowly and rhythmically without any effort or
strain.

Become aware of susumna nadi, the spiritual channel through which
kundalini arises. See it arising from a point below the coccyx and just above
miiladhara cakra, and flowing upward through the center of the spinal column
to the crown of the head. See the major cakras attached to susumna, each in
their proper place: miiladhara at the perineum, swadhisthana at the coccyx,
manipura behind the navel, anahata behind the heart, viSuddhi behind the
throat pit, and ajfia at the mid-brain.

Next, begin to sense or to imagine the ida (mental) and pingala (vital) energy
channels, which arise from miladhara cakra. See ida arising from the left of
miiladhara, and pingala from the right. These two energy channels spiral
upward, merging with susumna, and then crossing over at each cakra
junction.

Focus on the pathway of ida, curving to the left from miiladhara and crossing
swadhisthana. From swadhisthana, ida curves to the right and crosses
manipura. From manipura, ida curves to the left and crosses anahata. From
anahata, ida curves to the right and crosses visuddhi. From visuddhi, ida
curves to the left and terminates at ajia.

Now imagine or feel a stream of pranasakti, in the form of white light,
passing through the ida pathway. See or feel the white light, expanding
upward through ida for about twelve fingers, or nine inches, to the level of
the manipura cakra. The width of the channel also expands with light to about
four fingers, or three inches.

At this point, place both hands on the lower part of the ribcage, continually
enclosing it, with the thumbs behind and the four fingers in front. Repeatedly
stir up the pranasakti fearlessly from left to right and right to left for as long



as you feel comfortable to do so. The duration can be gradually increased to a
period of two hours. Draw the pranasakti upward little by little, so that the
kundalint enters the susumna channel at manipura cakra, behind the navel.
Raising Sakti up susumna

When the kundalini enters susumna, the pranasakti departs from ida nadi and
enters susumna of its own accord. Perform jalandhara bandha, the throat
lock, by bending the head forward and contracting the throat. Simultaneously,
expand and contract the abdomen, agitating the kundalinT in susumna, so that
it flows upward and reaches the anahata cakra in chest region.

Become aware of the breath, flowing through the nostrils. Imagine or feel the
breath flowing in through the left nostril and out through the right. Continue
to perform jalandhara bandha, contraction of the throat, and agitate the
kundalini in susumna, so that the kundalini flows upward from anahata cakra
in the chest region to visuddhi cakra behind the throat, and then to ajiia cakra,
at the mid-brain.

In this way, the yogi should continually stir up the kundalin1 in susumna,
which is the womb of sound. Different subtle nada, or psychic sounds,
emanate from susumna, such as bells, flute, conch, vina and so on. As the
kundalin1 ascends, these sounds can be heard from within the consciousness
itself. By following these subtle sound vibrations, the kundalint ascends
through the cakra, and reaches bindu, at the top back of the head, and
ultimately sahasrara, at the crown.

Therefore, the yogi should continually stir up the kundalini in susumna. One
is freed from disease simply by arousing the kundalini and raising her
through susumna. Diseases of the spleen, the abdomen, dropsy and all other
diseases are averted by the practice of Sakticala.



Verses 19 to 21: Kumbhaka, retention of the breath
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pranarodhamathedamm pravaksyami samasatah
pranasca dehayo vayurayamah kumbhakah smrtih (19)

sa eva dvividhah proktah sahitah kevalastatha
yavatkevalasiddhih syattavatsahitamabhyaset (20)
suryojjayi sitalt ca bhastrt caiva caturthika

bhedaireva samam kumbho yah syatsahitakumbhakah (21)

Anvay |
atha idanim: so now; pravaksyami: I shall explain; samasatah: succinctly;
prana-rodham: suppression of prana; ayamah: movement; vayuh: air;
dehayah: in the body; ca: and; smrtih: is called; kumbhakah: breath retention;
sa proktah: it is said; eva: just; dvividhah: of two kinds; sahitah: by practice;
kevalah: spontaneous, absolute; yavat . . . tavat: as long as; abhyaset: one
practises; sahitam: by practice; syat: one will have; kevala-siddhih: power of
absolute; kumbhah: closing of the nostrils and mouth; samam: same;
caturthika bhedaih: in the four parts; eva: namely; siirya ujjayi sitali ca
bhastri: siirya, ujjayi, sitalt and bhastrrt; yah syat: this is; sahitakumbhakabh:
sahita kumbhaka.

Translation

So now, I shall explain succinctly the suppression of prana. Prana is the
movement [of] vital air in the body and [its retention] is called kumbhaka. It
is said [to be] just of two kinds, sahita and kevala. As long as he practises
sahita, he will have the power of kevala. The closing of the nostrils and the
mouth [is] the same in the four parts, namely siirya, ujjayi, sitalt and bhastrt.
This is sahita kumbhaka.

Commentary

Kumbhaka, the retention of breath or prana, is the basis of pranayama. Prana
is the vital energy or life force, constantly moving in all beings, and which
also moves in and out with the breath. Ordinarily, the prana of an individual
moves throughout the body, and also flows outside, whenever the senses



connect with people, places and things. Every interaction is an exchange of
prana. The practice of kumbhaka developed, because the yogis of old wished
to conserve their prana in order to awaken the consciousness.

The word kumbhaka comes from the root kumbha, meaning a ‘vessel’ or
‘pot’. In order to retain the breath inside, the diaphragm expands, so that the
belly forms a pot, where the air is stored for a duration of time. There are two
types of kumbhaka: sahita, retention practised by intentionally holding the
breath, and kevala, spontaneous breath retention. Sahita or intentional
retention is also of two types: antar kumbhaka, where the breath is held
inside, following inhalation, and bahir kumbhaka, where the breath is held
outside, following exhalation.

The practice of sahita kumbhaka leads to kevala kumbhaka, where breath
suspension takes place by itself, during deep meditation, as an alternate state
of consciousness arises. During this state the pressure in the lungs becomes
the same as the atmospheric pressure, allowing the respiratory process to
cease and the lungs to stop their activity. When the breath ceases, the mind
becomes totally still, and the veil that separates the mind from the higher
consciousness is raised. Therefore, the most important aspect of pranayama is
kumbhaka, and in the ancient texts pranayama is also known as kumbhaka.

In order to master kumbhaka, the yogi must gradually gain control over the
breathing process. For this reason great emphasis has been placed on the
inhalation and exhalation during pranayama practice. Control of the breath
leads to control of prana, and control of prana leads to control of the mind.
By regulating the flow of breath, one can calm the mind in preparation for
higher meditation. Hence, the above verse states that the yogi, who practises
sahita pranayama, will have the power of kevala, the power to transcend the
mind and experience the pure consciousness.

Sahita kumbhaka involves the breathing process and extension of the breath,
because it is practised; whereas, kevala kumbhaka, which arises
spontaneously, does not. A number of pranayama practices are therefore
included in the sahita category. The above verse mentions four methods: (i)
surya, (ii) ujjayt, (iii) sitali, and (iv) bhastrika. Each of these practices
involves a particular type of inhalation and exhalation, for the regulation of
the pranas and the mind. However, all four utilise the same method of
retention, so these comprise sahita kumbhaka.



Verses 22 to 23: Preparation for kumbhaka
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pavitre nirjane dese s’arkarddivivarjite

dhanuhpramanaparyante sitagnijalavaryjite (22)

pavitre natyuccanice hyasana sukhade sakhe
baddhapadmasanam krtva sarasvatyastu calanam (23)

Anvay | |
krtva padmasanam: seated in padmasana; baddha: firmly; asane: on a seat;
sukhade: pleasant; sakhe: favourable; pavitre: pure; nati: not too; uccanice:
high or low; dese: in a place; pavitre: sacred; nirjane: solitary; vivarjite: free
from; Sarkara-adi: grit etc; pramana-paryante: of the length; dhanuh: bowy
varjite: without; sita: cold; agni: fire; jala: water; dstu: one should remain;
calanam sarasvatr: stirring up sarasvatl.

Translation

Seated firmly in padmasana on a pleasant [and] favourable seat [which is]
pure [and] not too high or low, in a sacred [and] solitary place free from grit
etc, of the length [of] a bow, without cold, fire [or] water, he should remain
stirring up sarasvatl.

Commentary

In modern times pranayama is generally practised on a yoga mat or cushion,
in a yoga room or studio. These verses describe how the yogis of old
prepared for the practice. Being more flexible and used to sitting on the floor
or the ground, they used the balanced and locked position of padmasana, the
lotus pose, which most yogis could maintain easily for long durations. They
traditionally sat on a seat, which was not too high or too low. The seat should
not be too high, so that if they entered a trance state during the practice, there
was no chance of falling from the seat. The seat should not be too low, so that
insects or rodents would not crawl on the body and disturb the practice.

The seat should also be favorable and pure, ie., sweet smelling, clean and
comfortable to sit on. For this purpose they often placed a mound of special
grasses, such as kusa grass, which was then covered by a deer skin and a soft
clean cloth. The seat would be freshened each day with freshly cut grasses
and a clean cloth, to maintain its purity. The seat measured about one metre,



the length of a bow, and should be free from dirt or grit. A quiet and solitary
place was chosen for the practice, generally in a forest under a spreading tree,
on a river bank, in a secluded cave, or on the side of a hill. The most
favorable and sacred place would be where another yogi had practised
sadhana or tapasya and achieved higher states of meditation.

In such an auspicious setting, which is free from excessive cold or heat, fire
or smoke, and which is dry and protected from the rain and sun, the yogi
should remain seated, constantly stirring up the saraswati, or raising the prana
up the susumna nadi in preparation for the practice of pranayama.



Verses 24 to 26a: Suryabheda kumbhaka
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daksanadya samakrsya bahistham pavanam sanaih
yathestam ptuirayedvayum recayedidaya tatah (24)
kapalasodhane vapi recayetpavanam sanaih
catuskam vatadosam tu krmidosam nihanti ca (25)
punah punaridam karyam suryabhedadamudahrtam (26a)

Anvay

samakrsya: having drawn in; sanaih: slowly; pavanam: air; bahistham: from
outside; daksa-nadya: through the right nostril; vayum piirayet: he should
inhale; yathestam: for as long as he wants; tatah: then; recayet: exhale; idaya:
through the left; Sodhane: after purifying; kapala: skull; pavanam recayet: he
should exhale; sanaih: slowly; nihanti: destroys; catuskam: four; vata-dosam:
vata diseases; ca: and; krmi-dosam: disease of worms; idam karyam: this
should be done; punah punah: repeatedly; tam udahrtam: this is called;
siiryabheda: siiryabheda.

Translation

Having slowly drawn in the air from outside through the right nostril, he
should inhale for as long as he wants, [and] then exhale through the left
[nostril]. After purifying the skull, he should exhale slowly. [This] destroys
the four vata diseases and the disease of worms. This should be done
repeatedly. This is called siiryabheda.

Commentary

Sturyabheda is the first kumbhaka described here, although it is not
commonly taught nowadays. The word siirya means ‘sun’, and in this context
it refers to the vitalising power of the pingala nadi. The word bheda means
‘to pierce’ or ‘to pass through’. So, siiryabheda is a practice that activates the
vital energy by piercing the pingala nadi, which is associated with the flow of
breath through the right nostril.

Technique
Sit in padmasana or any comfortable meditation asana. Allow the body to
relax completely and the mind to become still. Become aware of the breath.



Practice slow rhythmic breathing. While inhaling, raise the prana with the
breath up the susumna pathway from muladhara cakra (at the perineum) to
manipura cakra (behind the navel). Hold the breath and the prana at manipura
for a few seconds. Exhale slowly and return the prana from manipura to
miladhara through the susumna. Go on activating the prana in susumna in
this way until you feel the manipura cakra becoming vibrant and heated.

Raise the right hand in front of the face and close the left nostril with the ring
finger. Inhale slowly through the right nostril, drawing the breath up the
susumna from manipura to ajfia cakra at the mid-brain. Continue the
inhalation for as long as comfortable. At the end of inhalation hold the breath
at ajfia, inside the cranium, for a few seconds and feel the energy purifying
the cranium and skull.

Close the right nostril with the thumb and release the left nostril. Exhale
slowly through the left nostril, descending back down the susumna with the
breath and energy from ajfia to manipura chakra, behind the navel. This is
one round. Continue the practice for ten to twenty rounds.

Sturyabheda kumbhaka activates the pingala nadi by inhaling through the
right nostril. However, this action is balanced by exhaling through the left
nostril, which stimulates the ida nadi, associated with the mental or passive
energy. By activating the vital and mental forces in this way, stiryabheda
rebalances the three dosas, or humours, in the body: kapha (mucus), pitta
(acid or bile) and vata (wind). Regular practice of this pranayama thereby
removes the four vata disorders: (i) gas and indigestion, (ii) constipation, (iii)
nervousness and palsy, and (iv) anxiety and stress; along with the disease of
WwOorms.



Verses 26b to 29: Ujjayl kumbhaka
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mukham samyamyam nadibhyamakrsya pavanam sanaih (26b)
yatha lagati kanthattu hrdayavadhi sasvanam
purvavatkumbhayetpranam recayedidaya tatah (27)
sirsoditanalaharam galaslesmaharam param
sarvarogaharam punyam dehanalavivardhanam (28)
nadijalodaram dhatugatadosavinasanam
gacchatastisthatah karyamujjayakhyam tu kumbhakam (29)

Anvay | |
sanaih: slowly; akrsya: drawing in; pavanam: breath; nadibhyam: through
both nostrils; mukham: mouth; samyamyam: closed; lagati: he holds;
sasvanam: its sound; kanthat: from the throat; hrdaya-avadhi: to the heart;
yatha: as long as; kumbhayet pranam: he restrains the prana; piirvavat: as
before; tatah: then; recayet: exhales; idaya: through the left; haram: destroys;
anala: fire; udita: produced; sirsa: head; slesma: phlegm; gala: throat;
param: afterwards; sarva-roga: all sicknesses; vivardhanam: increasing;
anala: digestive power; deha: body; punyam: purifying; vinasanam: it
removes; dosa: diseases; gata: arising in; nadi-jalodaram dhatu: nadis,
jalodara, dhatus; tu kumbhakam: this kumbhaka; akhyam: is called; ujjaya:
ujjayt; karyam: is to be done; gacchatah-tisthatah: walking or standing.
Translation

Slowly drawing in the breath through both nostrils, mouth closed, he holds its
sound from the throat to the heart as long as [he wishes]. He restrains the
prana as before, then exhales through the left [nostril]. [This] destroys the fire
produced [in] the head, the phlegm [in] the throat [and] afterwards destroys
all sicknesses, [thereby] increasing the digestive power [in] the body [and]
purifying [it]. It removes diseases arising in the nadis, jalodara [and] dhatus.
This kumbhaka is called ujjay1 [and] is to be done walking or standing.

Commentary



Ujjayt kumbhaka is a relaxing practice, also known as ‘psychic breathing’.
The word ujjayl comes from the root jaya, meaning ‘victorious’. This method
can be done anywhere, even while standing or walking. However, it is useful
to develop the practice while sitting, as it is very subtle and brings about a
deep introverted state rapidly and effortlessly. Ujjay1 has been integrated into
different meditation practices, such as japa and ajapa japa, because it takes
place spontaneously, when the awareness enters deeper states of
consciousness. It is an important adjunct to the practices of kriya yoga and
prana vidya, and may also be practised together with the techniques of hatha
yoga.

In ujjayi, the upper region of the throat is contracted slightly, so that the
breath produces a gentle snoring sound, like the breathing of a sleeping baby.
This sound can be heard from within by the practitioner, but should not be
forced or loud enough to be heard by others outside.

Technique

Sit in any comfortable meditation posture. Relax the entire body from head to
toe. Feel the body becoming calm and still. Become aware of the natural
breath. Begin to practise slow rhythmic breathing. Feel the smooth even flow
of breath through both nostrils. Keep the mouth closed.

Slowly draw the breath in through both nostrils, while contracting the glottis
slightly, so that a sonorous sound can be heard in the throat, Descend with the
inhalation and the sound from the throat to the region of the heart. Retain the
breath inside the chest for a comfortable duration.

Then, raising the right hand in front of the face, close the right nostril with
the thumb. Exhale slowly through the left nostril, contracting the glottis.
Ascend from the heart region to the throat with the ujjay1 exhalation and the
sonorous sound. Practice ten to twenty rounds, or continue the practice for
five to ten minutes.

The practice of ujjayl calms the mind and alleviates anger, fear, stress and
anxiety. It effectively removes phlegm from the throat and manages mucus-
related disorders. It increases the digestive power and purifies the digestive
tract, which helps to destroy all disease. It rebalances the nadis, and removes
disorders related with the energy flows. It manages conditions of water
retention, such as dropsy and edema, and restores the body tissues and vital
force.



Verses 30 and 31: Sitali kumbhaka
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jihvaya vayumakrsya pirvavatkumbhakadanu
sanaistu ghranarandhrabhyam recayedanilam sudhih (30)
gulmaplihadikandosanksayam pittam jvaram trsam
visani sitalt nama kumbhako ‘yam nihanti ca (31)

Anvay |
akrsya: after drawing in; vayum: breath; jihvaya: through the tongue; anu:
then; kumbhakat: retaining; piirvavat: as before; sudhth: wise man; Sanaih:
slowly; anilam recayet: should exhale; ghranarandhrabhyam: through both
nostrils; ayam kumbhakah: this breath retention; nama sitali: called Sitalr;
nihanti ksayam: causes the removal; dosan: diseases; adikan: such as; gulma
pliha: diseases of the spleen; pittam: bile; jvaram: fever; trsam: thirst; ca
visani: and poisons.

Translation

After drawing in the breath through the tongue, then retaining [it] as before,
the wise man should slowly exhale through both nostrils. This breath
retention called sitali causes the removal [of] diseases such as gulma, pliha,
bile, fever, thirst and poisons.

Commentary

The word Sitali means ‘cooling’ or ‘calming’. This kumbhaka cools the body
and relaxes the mind. It is performed by breathing in through the rolled
tongue, which cools the ingoing breath before it enters the throat and lungs.

Technique

Sit in a comfortable meditation position. Close the eyes and relax the whole
body. Allow the breath to become slow and rhythmic. Open the mouth and
extend the tongue. Roll the tongue, so that the sides curl upward and inward,
forming a tube. The front of the tongue should protrude beyond the lips.

Slowly inhale through the tube-like aperture, formed by the rolled tongue.
While inhaling draw the breath and the awareness downward into the chest
cavity. At the end of inhalation, withdraw the tongue and close the mouth.
Hold the breath inside, relaxing the diaphragm, for a comfortable duration.



Exhale slowly through both nostrils. This is one round. Perform ten to twenty
rounds, or practice for five to ten minutes.

This breath retention, called sitalt kumbhaka, is very powerful. It removes
diseases, such as enlarged spleen and stomach, and other conditions, such as
fever, excess bile, hunger, thirst, and poisons.



verses 32 to 39: Bhastrika kumbhaka

Iq: TSI gqeaT gAdiaieR: gt |
0% YR g Y07 o701 =] | R
YT T HUST] HUTe Yo+ dc: |
aﬁqqgﬁ?[%%'cgwfﬁwl 3

aaagmwéﬁq%wﬁl 3]

YT HH Y8 YT FAU RA | 34
YT Uq-9 q41 9Y |

YROARYBTHL Toi1 i a1 T&H 1 38

g?“-W l;l\dd(q)CQI

[
| 30|
g)Usm@IIdSOb WWR{L%W|
WWWW| 3|

DA HIARH HRD fdgH | 3%

tatah padmasanam baddhva samagrivodarah sudhih
mukham samyamya yatnena pranam ghranena recayet (32)
yatha lagati kanthattu kapale sasvanam tatah

vegena purayet kimciddhrtpadmavadhi marutam (33)
punarvirecayettadvatpiirayecca punah punah

yathaiva lohakaranam bhastra vegena calyate (34)
yathaiva svasarirastham calayetpavanam sanaih

yatha sramo bhaveddeha tatha siiryena ptirayet (35)
yathodaram bhavetpiirnam pavanena tatha laghu
dharayannasikamadhyam tarjanibhyam vina drdham (36)
kumbhakam purvavatkrtva recayedidayanilam
kanthotthitanalaharam sariragnivivardanam (37)
kundalibodahakam punyam papaghnam subhadam sukham
brahmanadimukhantasthakaphaddargalanasanam (38)
gunatrayasamudbhtitagranthitrayavibhedakam

visesenaiva kartavyam bhastrakhyam kumbhakam tvidam (39)

Anvay |
tatah: then; baddhva padmasanam: having assumed padmasana; griva: neck;
udarah: abdomen; sama: upright; sudhth: wise man; mukham: mouth;



samyamya: closed; recayet: should exhale; yatnena: with effort; ghranena:
through the nose; yatha lagati: as soon as this ensues; purayet: he should
draw; marutam: breath; vegena: with force; adhi: upwards; padmau: from the
feet; dhrt: holding; kimcit: a while; tatah: then; sasvanam: loudly; kanthat:
from the neck; kapale: into the skull; tadvat: in the same way; virecayet: he
should exhale; punah: again; ca: and; purayet: he should inhale; punah
punah: again and again; yatha eva: just as; bhastrah: bellows; lohakaranam:
of blacksmiths; calyate: are moved; vegena: with force; yatha eva: so;
sanaih: slowly; calayet: he should move; pavanam: air; svasarirastham:
within his own body; yatha: if; deha: body; bhavet: becomes; sramah: weary;
tatha: then; purayet: he should inhale; siiryena: through the right nostril;
yatha: if; udaram: belly; bhavet: becomes; piirnam: full; pavanena: with air;
tatha: then; laghu: quickly; dharayat: pressing; madhyam: centre; nasika:
nostrils; drdham: firmly; vina tarjanibhyam: not with the forefingers; krtva
kumbhakam: retaining the breath; piirvavat: as before; recayet anilam: he
should exhale; idaya: through the left nostril; haram: destroys; anala: bile;
utthita: rising up; kantha: throat; vivardanam: increases; agni: digestive fire;
sarira: body; bodhakam: arouses; kundali: kundalini; punyam: purifies;
papaghnam: destroying sins; subhadam: gives auspiciousness; sukham:
happiness; nasanam: destroys; argala: bolt; adi: beginning; kapha: phlegm;
antastha: is at the end; mukha: mouth; brahmanadi: brahmanader,
vibhedakam: it pierces; granthi-traya: three granthis, knots; samudbhiita:
produced by; guna-traya: three gunas, characteristics; idam kumbhakam: this
kumbhaka; akhyam: called; bhastra: bellows [breath]; visesena: especially;
kartavyam: should be performed.

Translation

Then, the wise man having assumed padmasana, neck and abdomen upright,
mouth closed, should exhale with effort through the nose. As soon as this
ensues, he should draw the breath with force upwards from the feet, then
loudly from the neck into the skull, holding [it] a while. In the same way he
should exhale again, and inhale again and again. Just as the bellows of
blacksmiths are moved with force, so he should slowly move the air within
his own body. If the body becomes weary, then he should inhale through the
right nostril. If the belly becomes full of air, then quickly pressing the centre
[of] the nostrils firmly [but] not with the forefingers, [and] retaining the
breath as before, he should exhale through the left nostril.

[This kumbhaka] destroys the bile rising up the throat, increases the digestive



fire [of] the body, arouses kundalini, purifies [by] destroying sins, gives
auspiciousness [and] happiness, [and] destroys the bolt [of] the beginning [of]
phlegm [which] is at the end [of] the mouth [of] brahmanadi. It pierces the
three granthis produced by the three gunas. This kumbhaka, called bellows
[breath], should be especially performed.

Commentary

The word bhastrika comes from the root bhastra, meaning ‘bellows’. Hence,
it is known as the bellows breathing. Just as the blacksmith of old fanned the
fire of his trade with the bellows, this kumbhaka fans the yogic fire within the
abdomen. Bhastrika is a dynamic pranayama, which utilises forceful
breathing to draw air in and out of the lungs. In this way, it activates the
manipura cakra, located behind the navel, and increases the internal heat.
Regular practice of bhastrika is an important method of purification, because
it burns up all the impurities accumulated in the body, whether physical,
pranic or mental.

Technique

Sit in padmasana, the lotus posture, or in any comfortable meditation
position. Ensure that the head, neck and spine are upright. Relax the whole
body from head to toe. Close the mouth and breath through the nose.

Exhale forcefully through the nose. At the end of exhalation, draw the breath
in with force, mentally directing it upward through the body from the feet to
the chest, and then loudly from the neck into the head. Hold the breath for a
few moments, focusing at ajfia cakra at the mid brain, and then exhale
forcefully through the nose.

Go on exhaling and inhaling forcefully in the same way, again and again.
Move the air through your own body, just as the blacksmith fans the fire
forcefully with his bellows.

If the body becomes tired, close the left nostril, pressing it with the middle
finger, and inhale forcefully through the right nostril. If the abdomen fills
with air, press the center of both nostrils firmly with the middle finger and the
thumb at the end of inhalation. Retain the breath as before, and then exhale
through the left nostril.

Bhastrika kumbhaka has many benefits. It increases the digestive fire and
improves the entire digestive process, preventing regurgitation of bile and
acid in the throat. It arouses the kundalint Sakti and removes the bolt of
phlegm at the mouth of brahmanadi, the innermost channel of susumna,



allowing the kundalini force to arise unimpeded. It purifies the entire system,
destroys negative propensities, and bestows auspiciousness and happiness
upon the practitioner.

This kumbhaka pierces the three granthis, or psychic knots, which bind us
into the material dimension by inhibiting our spiritual evolution. These three
knots include: brahma granthi, the knot of procreation, visnu granthi, the knot
of sustaining and loving life, and rudra granthi, the knot of fearing
dissolution. These three granthis, which affect all who are born, are the
product of the three gunas, or qualities of nature: sattwa (balance), rajas
(dynamism) and tamas (stability). For these reasons, the above verses
recommend that bhaktrika kumbhaka should be especially performed.



Verses 40 and 41: Three bandhas
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caturnamapi bhedanam kumbhake samupasthite
bandhatrayamidam karyam yogibhirvitakalmasaih (40)

prathamo miilabandhastu dvitiyoddiyanabhidhah
jalandharastrtiyastu tesam laksanamucyate (41)

Anvay I
caturnam api bhedanam: through those four means; kumbhake samupasthite:
when kumbhaka is imminent; idam bandha-trayam: these three bandhas;
karyam: should be performed; yogibhih: by the yogins; vitakalmasaih: who
are untainted; prathamah: first; miilabandhah: perineal lock; dvitiya: second;
abhidhabh: is called; uddiyana: abdominal lock; tu: and; trtiyah: third;
jalandhara: throat lock; laksanam: detailed description; tesam: of them;
ucyate: is given.

Translation

Through those four means, when kumbhaka is imminent, these three bandhas
should be performed by the yogins, who are untainted. The first [is]
miillabandha; the second is called uddiyana and the third jalandhara. A
detailed description of them is given [here].

Commentary

The ‘four means’referred to above are the four pranayamas: suryabheda,
ujjayi, Sitalt and bhastrika. While performing these practices, at the time of
kumbhaka, the three bandhas, or psychic locks, should be applied. The
bandhas have a powerful effect on the pranas, nadis and cakras. Therefore,
one should undergo purification through diet, lifestyle and practice, before
utilising them. The bandhas should be applied while performing kumbhaka in
the following order: first, miilabandha, the perineal lock; second, uddiyana
bandha, the abdominal lock, and third, jalandhara, the throat lock. Although it
is recommended here to apply the three bandhas during kumbhaka, it is very
important to establish them first, by practicing one bandha at a time. A
detailed description of each bandha is given in the following verses.



Verses 42 to 46: Mulabandha
SYNTIHIT 9 $reat Hod aaTd |

~\

ST o UgHAS ST | xm
3T AT ATq AU

aa’rsw@waﬁ‘afatﬁrwm xs
RSIRICIERREIE] -

S GEoTT | XXI

o1 PUSTI! YT Yot UG |
w -2 [l gl 1 W

SEELERISEEN q\ﬂd |
JRATH HAS: SHojol DAN: a7 | Y&,
adhogatimapanam vai turdhvagam kurute balat
akuricanena tam prahurmulabandho ‘yamucyate (42)
apane cordhvage yate samprapte vahnimandale
tato ‘nalasikha dirgha vardhate vayunahata (43)
tato yatau vahnyapanau pranamusnasvariupakam
tenatyantapradiptena jvalano dehajastatha (44)
tena kundalint supta samtapta samprabudhyate
dandahatabhujangeva nihsvasya rjutam vrajet (45)
bilapravesito yatra brahmanadyantaram vrajet
tasmannityam mulabandhah kartavyo yogibhih sada (46)

Anvay |
apana: one of the five pranas, flowing in-between the waist and the pelvic
floor; adhogatim: downward movement; balat: forcibly; kurute: is made;
urdhvagam: go upwards; akuficanena: by bending forward; ayam prahubh:
this offering; ucyate: is called; miilabandhah: perineal lock; ca: and; apane
yate urdhvage: when apana goes upwards; samprapte: arriving at; mandale:
sphere; vahni: agni; tatah: then; sikha: flame; anala: agni; vardhate: grows;
dirgha: long; vayuna-ahata: buffeted by vayu; tatah: then; vahni-apanau:
agni and apana; svarupakam: in the form; usna: heat; yatau: enter;
pranam:one of the five pranas, flowing sideways from the diaphragm to the
waist; tenat: through this; atyanta: powerfully; pradiptena: blazing; jvalanah:
fire; tatha: thus; deha-jah: is produced in the body; tena: so; supta kundalint:
sleeping kundalini; samprabudhyate: is awakened; samtapta: glowing heat;
nihsvasya: hissing; vrajet: becomes; rjutam: erect; iva: like; bhujanga: snake;
ahata: struck; danda: stick; pravesitah: it enters; bila: opening; brahmanadr:



subtlest channel within the sushumna; vrajet: moving; antaram yatra: inside
there; tasmat: therefore; miilabandhah: perineal lock; sada: always;
kartavyah: should be practised; nityam: daily; yogibhih: by the yogins.
Translation

Apana, [which has] a downward movement, is forcibly made [to] go upwards
by bending forward. This offering is called miilabandha. And when apana
goes upwards, arriving at the sphere [of] agni, then the flame [of] agni grows
long, buffeted by vayu. Then agni and apana, in the form [of] heat, enter
prana. Through this [process], a powerfully blazing fire is thus produced in
the body, [and] so the sleeping kundalini is awakened [by] its glowing heat.
[Then the kundalint], hissing, becomes erect like a snake struck [by] a stick.
It enters the opening [of] brahmanadi, moving inside there. Therefore,
miulabandha should always be practised daily by the yogins.

Commentary

Milabandha, the perineal lock, is an important practice for the awakening of
kundalini. It is said that the kundalini force lies in a dormant state at the
miladhara cakra until it is awakened. Normally, apana prana flows
downward in the body from the waist to the pelvic floor. This downward
flow of energy is responsible for the elimination processes, such as urination,
defecation, expulsion of gas and wind, reproductive fluids and even the fetus
at the time of birth. In this process, the downward flow of energy is generally
lost as the waste products leave the body. However, by applying milabandha,
the downward flow of apana is reversed and directed upward. This reversal of
the downward flow of apana by the application of miilabandha activates
miiladhara cakra and awakens the kundalint force.

Technique

Sit in siddhasana or any other comfortable meditation asana. Allow the body
to become calm and still. Become aware of the natural breath, flowing in and
out.

Inhale slowly and deeply through both nostrils. At the end of inhalation, hold
the breath inside and bend forward slightly. Pulling upward with the muscles
of the pelvic floor, contract the perineum, mid-way between the urinary organ
and the anal sphincter. In females, the contraction should take place in the
upper vagina, where it meets the cervix.

Hold the contraction and the breath for a few moments. Experience the
combined kumbhaka with contraction, reversing the downward flow of apana



energy. Continue holding the contraction and the breath, and feel the energy
rising from the pelvic floor, upward into the sphere of agni, or fire, located
behind the navel.

With the merging of apana into the circle of agni, behind the navel, the flame
of fire becomes long, extending upward towards the sphere of vayu, or air, in
the region of the heart. Feel the flame, being fanned by vayu, grows hotter
and stronger.

Now, agni and apana, in the form of heat, enter the field of prana at the
manipura cakra, the psychic center behind the navel in susumna. This process
produces a powerful, blazing fire in the body, which is known as the yogic
fire.

The sleeping kundalini is awakened by the glowing heat of this fire. Hissing,
the kundalini uncoils herself and becomes erect. Then, she enters the opening
of brahmandadi, the subtlemost channel of susumna, and arises inside from
there.

Hence, miilabandha is a major method of kundalini yoga, and should be
practised daily by the yogins.



Verses 47 to 50: Uddiyana bandha
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kumbhakante recakadau kartavyastiiddiyanakah
bandho yena susumndyam pranastiddiyate yatah (47)
tasmaduddiyanakhyo ‘yam yogibhih samudahrtah

sati vajrasane padau karabhya dharayeddvadham (48)
gulphadesasamipe ca kandam tatra prapidet
pascimam tanamudare dharayeddhrdaye gale (49)
sanaih Sanairyada pranastundasandhim nigacchati
tundadosam vinirdhiiya kartavyam satatam sanaih (50)

Anvay | |

tu: now; tddiyanakah: abdominal lock; kartavyah: should be performed;
kumbhaka-anta: at the end of kumbhaka; recaka-adau: at the beginning of
exhalation; yatah: because; yena: through this; prana uddiyate: flies up;
susumndayam: susumna; ayam bandhah: this bandha; tasmat: therefore;
samudahrtah: is called; uddiyana: uddiyana; yogibhih: by yogins; sati:
remaining; vajrasane: in vajrasana; dharayet: one should grasp; dvadham:
both; padau: feet; karabhya: with both hands; ca: and; prapidet: one should
press; tatra: there; kandam: kanda; desa: place; samipe: near; gulpha: ankles;
dharayet: one should hold; sanaih sanaih: very slowly; pascimam: back side;
tanam: thread, nadi; udare: in the abdomen; hrdaye: in the heart; gale: in the
throat; yada: when; pranah: prana; nigacchati: reaches; sandhim: junction;
tunda: navel; vinirdhiiya: it drives away; dosam: disease; tunda: navel;
kartavyam: should be done; satatam: regularly.

Translation

Now uddiyana should be performed at the end of kumbhaka [and] the
beginning of exhalation. Because through this [practice] prana flies up
susumna, this bandha is therefore called uddiyana by yogins. Remaining in
vajrasana, one should firmly grasp the feet with both hands, and press there



the kanda [at] the place near the ankles. One should very slowly hold the
[awareness] at the back side [of] the thread or nadi in the abdomen, heart
[and] throat. When prana reaches the junction [of] the navel, it drives away
disease [in] the navel. [So the practice] should be done regularly.

Commentary

Uddiyana bandha, the abdominal lock, is another important practice of
kundalint yoga. The word uddiyana comes from the root ud, meaning ‘to
raise up’ or ‘to fly upward’. This abdominal contraction activates the
kundalint and directs it upward on its ascent through the brahmanadi, within
the susumna. The above verse says that uddiyana should be initiated at the
end of internal kumbhaka, and the beginning of exhalation. This description
of uddiyana bandha is different to the practice, as it is taught today, and is not
found in other classical yoga texts, although the result of the practice is the
same, ie. the prana flies upward through susumna.

The above verse recommends uddiyana bandha to be performed, while sitting
in the posture of vajrasana. Refer to the explanation given for vajrasana in the
previous verses (4-6) for clarification on this position. Vajrasana was earlier
known as muktasana, or guptasana, both being different names for the
posture of siddhasana. The technique further mentions the kanda, which is
the root of the nadis, situated in the pelvic region, in-between the navel and
the anus. Activation of the kanda causes the kundalini to arise.

Technique

Sit quietly in siddhasana and relax the entire body from head to toe. Allow
the body to become steady and still. Become aware of the natural breath
flowing in and out through the nostrils.

Breathe in slowly and deeply. Hold the breath inside for a comfortable
duration. Towards the end of internal retention, just before exhalation, firmly
grasp the feet with both hands, and press the kanda in-between the ankles and
the navel.

Exhaling slowly, rotate the prana upward through susumna, the thread
behind, to the abdomen, heart and throat. At the end of exhalation, bring the
prana and the awareness straight back to the navel.

Hold the breath outside and contract the abdomen, pulling the navel inward
towards the back and then drawing it upward. Hold the contraction and the
external retention for as long as you feel comfortable.



When the external retention is complete, release the abdominal contraction
and the hold on the ankles. Relax and allow the breath to normalise before
beginning the next round.

When the prana is activated at the navel by this lock, it triggers manipura
chakra and the storehouse of prana situated there. This energy boosts the
entire system and regulates the digestive organs, removing disease in the
abdominal region. Yogis often suffer from digestive ailments due to the
introverted sadhanas they perform. Therefore, this practice should be done by
them regularly.



Verses 51 to 55: Jalandhara bandha
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purakante tu kartavyo bandho jalandharabhidhah
kanthasamkocartipo ‘sau vayumarganirodhakah (51)
adhastatkuficanenasu kanthasamkocane krte

madhye pascimatanena syatprano brahmanadigah (52)
purvoktena kramenaiva samyagasanamasthitah
calanam tu sarasvatyah krtva pranam nirodhayet (53)
prathame divase karyam kumbhakanam cutasyam
pratyekam dasasamkhyakam dvitiye paricabhistatha (54)
vimsatyalam trtiye ‘hni paricavrddhya dinedine
kartavyah kumbhako nityam bandhatrayasamanvitah (55)

Anvay

tu: now; bandhah: bandha, lock; abhidhah: of the name; jalandhara:
jalandhara; kartavyah: is to be done; puirakante: at the end of inhalation;
asau: this; riipah: form; samkoca: contraction; kantha: throat; nirodhakah:
obstructing; vayu-marga: path of vayu; kantha-samkocane krte: when the |
throat is contracted; asu: quickly; kuricnena: by bending; adhastat: down;
pranah: prana; syat: is; pascima-tanena: on the western thread; madhye: in
the middle; brahmanadi-gah: on its way through brahmanadr; asthitah:
staying in; samyak adsanam: same posture; purvoktena: as before; tu: and;
calanam krtva: stirring up; sarasvatyah: saraswati; kramena: gradually;
nirodhayet: one controls; pranam: prana; prathame divase: on the first day;
catuh: four; karyam: should be done; dvitiye: on the second; dasa-
samkhyakam: ten times; tatha: then; paficabhih: five; pratyekam: singly;
trtiye ahni: on the third day; vimsati-alam: twenty times; kumbhakah
kartavyah: kumbhaka should be practised; nityam: always; samanvitah:



together with; bandha-traya: three bandhas; parica-vrddhya: with an increase
of five; dinedine: each day.

Translation

Now the bandha of the name jalandhara is to be done at the end of inhalation.
This [bandha is of] the form [of] contraction [of] the throat, obstructing the
path of vayu. When the throat is contracted by quickly bending down, the
prana is on the western thread in the middle on its way through brahmanad.
Staying in the same posture as before and stirring up saraswati, one gradually
controls the prana. On the first day, four [rounds] of kumbhaka should be
done, on the second [day], ten times, then five singly, [and] on the third day
twenty times. Kumbhaka should always be practised together with the three
bandhas [and] with an increase of five [rounds] each day.

Commentary

Jalandhara bandha is the throat lock. The word jalan means ‘net’ and the
word dhara, ‘stream’ or ‘flow’. Hence, the flow of prana and consciousness
is netted and locked at the throat by this bandha. The practice of bandha is
ancient and relates to the tantric concept of amrit, or immortal nectar, the
energy of life that drips downward continually from the moon at bindu
visarga, the point at the top back of the head. This flow of nectar is a higher
form of energy, responsible for the prana and consciousness, which maintain
the life of the individual. If this energy can be retained in the region of the
head, it heightens perception of the subtle dimensions of knowledge and
existence. If it is allowed to fall down into the body, however, it is used up by
the physical processes, which leads to degeneration, old age and ultimately
death.

Yogis of old, therefore, practised jalandhara bandha in order to net this
energy of life and redirect it back to the higher regions in the head. When this
energy falls down into the bodys, it first passes through visuddhi cakra, at the
throat region, where it gets spent in speech and and emotional expression.
From there, it passes down to manipura cakra, behind the navel, where it is
consumed by the metabolic and digestive fire, as well as the activities in the
external world. The remaining energy falls down to the lower cakras,
miillddhara and swadhisthana, where it is transformed into ojas or sexual
energy, and discharged through sexual attraction and interaction.

This pathway of the descent of life energy was well understood by the yogis
of old, and they used the three bandhas to redirect this subtle force back up to



the higher centers in the head. When the energy fell down to the throat
region, it was redirected upward by jalandhara bandha. When it fell down
further into the abdominal region, it was rechannelled by uddiyana bandha.
And when it fell into the lower centres, the flow was reversed by miila
bandha. Although, the three bandhas should be mastered separately, later on,
all three can be performed together. Then the practice is called maha bandha,
the great lock.

Technique

Sit in siddhasana, or any comfortable meditation posture. Place the hands on
the knees with the palms facing downward. Relax the whole body, and allow
it to become steady and still. Become aware of the natural breath. Focus on
the breath, flowing in and out at the nose tip. Feel the breath becoming slow
and even.

Bring the awareness down to the pelvic floor, and direct the flow of
inhalation up the brahmanadi, at the center of susumna, from miladhara
cakra at the base to ajiia cakra at the mid-brain. Exhale back down from ajfia
to miiladhara, directing the flow of breath through the brahmanadi. Continue
the rotation of breath and awareness up and down, stirring up the energy in
susumna.

Next, at the end of inhalation, when the breath reaches visuddhi cakra behind
the throat, quickly bend the head forward, so that the chin touches the chest.
Hold the breath inside. Straighten the arms and press downward with the
hands on the knees. Hold the breath retention and the throat lock for as long
as you feel comfortable. Then bend the elbows, raise the head, and exhale
slowly back down the brahmanadi to miiladhara cakra at the base.

Allow the breath to normalise, and then begin the next round. At first, four
rounds of jalandhara kumbhaka can be done. Gradually increase the practice
to ten rounds. Then do five rounds of each bandha: mila bandha, uddiyana
bandha and jalandhara bandha, one by one.

Finally, practise maha bandha at the end of exhalation, combining the three
bandhas, one after the other, for five rounds. Remain in the same posture, and
go on stirring up the energy in susumna, gradually gaining control over the
prana. Increase the practice when you feel ready, five rounds at a time, up to
twenty rounds.



Verses 56 to 58: First obstacle to yoga

f&ar gftafi=mat g seRiefad
qgdshyu Ad ﬁwgﬁsr@r | t«Eu
ﬁwm‘qﬁma HqI{-IL«IIUIId'd-IId |
e AT: TS ﬂmﬂ | L\\m
TG A I I gl B
ddIS ¥ Teied Uy fagead | ('\CI
diva suptirnisayam tu jagaradatimaithunat
bahusamkramanam nityam rodhanmiitrapurisayoh (56)
visamasanadosdcca prayasapranacintandt
sighramutpadyate rogah stambhayedyadi samyami (57)
yogabhyasena me roga utpanna iti kathyate
tato ‘bhyasam tyajedevam prathamam vighnocyate (58)

Anvay |
rogah: disease; Sighram: quickly; utpadyate: is caused; suptih: by sleeping;
diva: during the day; jagarat-ati: by staying awake late; nisayam: at night;
bahu maithunat: by too much sexual intercourse; nityam samkramanam:
continual socialising; rodhan: obstructions; mutra-purisayoh: urine [and] |
faeces; dosat: by the bad habit; visamasana: irregular eating; ca: and; prana:
energy; cintanat prayasa: through mental exertion; yadi: if; samyamt: yogin;
stambhayet: stops; iti kathyate: saying; me rogah: my disease; utpannah: has
appeared; yoga-abhyasena: through the practice of yoga; tatah: then; tyajet:
he gives up; abhyasam: practice; evam ucyate: this is said; prathamam
vighna: first obstacle.

Translation

Disease is quickly caused by sleeping during the day, staying awake late at
night, too much sexual intercourse, continual socialising, obstructions [of]
urine [and] faeces, bad habit [of] irregular eating and [too much] energy
through mental exertion. If the yogin stops [the practice], saying ‘My disease
has appeared through the practice of yoga’, then he gives up his practice. This
is said [to be] the first obstacle [to yoga].

Commentary

The above verses explain very simply the causes of disease, which have all
become a way of life in our time. The first causes given are: irregular
sleeping hours, sleeping during the day and staying awake late at night. The
natural sleep cycle should be about eight hours per night, and in rhythm with



the sun. The sun rises around six am and sets around six pm, with seasonal
variations and also depending on location. However, in the modern world,
many people prefer to stay up past midnight and then get up much later.
Traditionally, the best time for yoga and meditation is at dawn, in-between
four and six am. This is a special time, known as brahma muhurta, when the
environment is very pure and still. Similarly, in the evening, the best time is
at dusk, in-between four and six pm. These two times of the day also relate
with an increased flow of sushumna, which is very helpful for achieving
inner experience.

However, it is not possible for a person to practice regularly at dawn and at
dusk, without first regulating the sleep patterns. As long as one is in the habit
of sleeping late, one will arise late, because a certain amount of sleep is
needed each night. Adequate sleep is essential for the health and balance of
the entire system. In modern life, where the entire society goes to sleep late, it
becomes difficult to sleep earlier. The vibrations all around do not support
silence, introversion and rest. If one sleeps late and gets up early, sleep
deprivation arises, which can lead to chronic stress and low energy. In order
to get the proper amount of sleep, one sleeps during the day. This imbalanced
sleep cycle becomes a habit and causes disease over time.

The second cause of disease is excessive sexual activity. Sexual emissions
are not waste products. They are a vital form of energy, known as ojas, which
has the possibility to create new life. When this energy is overused, it
depletes the nervous system and the prana. Excessive sexual drive is counter-
productive for yogis, and causes weakness and disease in the society. This is
why brahmacarya, or sexual abstention, was practised by the yogis of old.
Nowadays, moderation in sexual activity is recommended. One may also
consider the energy exchange that takes place with each sexual interaction.
This is why it is recommended in yoga to engage with one partner, rather
than with many. For a person, who is addicted to sexuality with many
partners, progress in yoga becomes remote, and disease draws near.

The number three cause of disease is continual socialising. This is very
interesting, because in modern life, socialising is regarded as healthy. The
more one socialises, the better integrated and accepted one is. Many people
keep appointment books with meetings at every possible hour of the day.
They feel that unless this book is filled, their lives are not meaningful. The
yogi, on the other hand, regards socialising as a necessary evil, and only



complies when absolutely necessary. This is because constant socialising
extroverts the mind and keeps it on high alert. Even when one has a quiet
moment, thoughts of previous conversations and interactions fill the mind
with unease, stress and fruitless expectations. The need for continual
socialising causes an energetic imbalance, which develops from a young age,
and becomes a cause of disease, as we get older, without our even realising it.

The number four cause of disease is obstruction of urine and faeces. Urinary
blockage may be caused by urinary tract infection or disease, or stones in the
kidney or urinary tract. In later years, men may suffer urinary blockage due to
enlarged prostate gland. Constipation, or difficulty in eliminating faeces, has
many causes, such as: busy and stressful lifestyle, fast food, dry and hard
food from packets, dehydration, and inadequate exercise. Obstruction of
elimination is the mother of all diseases, and leads to chronic energy
imbalance, toxicity and dullness. The yogic practitioner, who suffers from
this condition, will need to adjust the diet, lifestyle and yoga practice
accordingly, so that these problems are eliminated.

The number five cause of disease is irregularity in eating and poor food
choices. In order to progress in yoga, the diet and lifestyle must be regulated
and sattvic. The food one choses to eat on a daily basis should be light, pure
and fresh. Instead of combining many food items, meals should be simple,
consisting of two or three items. Food should be well cooked, but not
overcooked, with a minimum of raw food. Meal timings should be planned
around the movement of the sun, which relates with the digestive fire in the
body. So, just after sunrise, a small meal can be taken. When the sun is at its
zenith, around noon, a large meal can be assimilated. Later on, just after
sunset, a small meal can be consumed. By following these dietary guidelines,
the yogic practitioner avoids many diseases.

The number six cause of disease is excessive mental exertion, which is also a
symptom of modern life. Many of us are mentally active all day and into the
night. Although we may try to get some physical exercise, the mental activity
far exceeds the physical. This creates a basic and chronic energetic
imbalance, which may be at the root of many diseases that people suffer
today. When we use the mind in a focused way, such as study, research and
contemplation, mental energy is utilised. When the mind is used in an
unfocused way, such as entertainment, socialising, day dreaming, fantasising,
mental energy is dissipated. Mental energy is more subtle and powerful than



physical energy, and it easily becomes discharged, like a battery. When the
mind runs on low energy, it becomes flat and stress levels rise. This is
another major cause of disease.

When the yogi believes that disease has arisen due to the practice of yoga,
rather than to the actual causes referred to above, he or she faces the first
obstruction to yoga. This obstacle is very difficult to overcome, and arises at
some point during the sadhana for most practitioners, because everyone born
in the body is susceptible to disease. When this obstruction arises, the yogi
should recognise the real causes of disease, and work to eliminate them. In
this way, the yoga practice may be temporarily adjusted to suit the condition,
and then resumed more seriously, when the disease passes. However, if one
blames yoga for the disease, his/her practice will be given up and perhaps
never resumed. The most valuable asset of the yogi is the practice. He or she
must be determined to maintain it, even in the most difficult situations, such
as loss of health and welfare. The practice may be reduced; it may be hidden,
but it should never be blamed as the cause of disease and given up.



Verses 59 to 61: Following nine obstacles
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dvitiya samsayakhyam ca trtiyam ca pramattata
alasyakhyam caturtham ca nidrariipam tu paficamam (59)
sastham tu viratirbhrantih saptamam parikirtitam
visamam castamam caiva anastha navamam smrtam (60)
alabdhiryogatattvasya dasamam procyate budhaih
ityetadvighnadasakam vicarena tyajedbudhah (61)

Anvay

dvitiya: second; akhyam: is called; samsaya: doubt; trtiyam: third;
pramattatd: inattentiveness; caturtham: fourth; alasya: laziness; paficamam:
fifth; nidraruapam: sleep; sastham: sixth; viratih: erratic; saptamam: seventh;
bhrantih: confusion; astamam: eighth; visamam: distress; navamamj ninth; |
anastha: lack of faith; ca: and; dasamam: tenth; procyate: is called; budhaih:
by the wise; alabdhih: inability to attain; yoga-tattvasya: essence of yoga; iti:
thus; vicarena: after reflecting; budhah: wise one; tyajet: should forgo; etat
dasakam vighna: these ten obstacles.

Translation

The second is called doubt, the third inattentiveness, the fourth laziness, the
fifth sleep, the sixth erratic [practice], the seventh confusion, the eighth
distress, the ninth lack of faith, and the tenth is called by the wise the inability
to attain the essence of yoga. Thus, after reflecting [on these], the wise one
should forgo these ten obstacles.

Commentary

The serious practitioner of yoga needs to understand and recognise the
obstructions that may arise during the period of sadhana. In the earlier
teaching, the sadhana given here is pranayama and bandha. However, the
same obstructions may arise in the course of other sadhanas as well. The
above verses enumerate the following nine obstructions: (ii) doubt, (iii)
inattentiveness, (iv) laziness, (v) sleep, (vi) irregular practice, (vii) confusion,
(viii) distress, (ix) lack of faith, and (x) inability to attain the subtle states of



yoga.

Doubt is the second obstruction to sadhana, because it becomes an obsession
and weakens the resolve to practice. Doubt may arise for many reasons, for
example: we are unsure that the practice is correct or the best one for us. We
feel there may be another better practice, or a different system, which will
help us attain our goals more easily or quickly. We begin to doubt the teacher
and the teaching related with the practice, and start to look around for other
teachers, systems and techniques. This obstruction is probably more difficult
to overcome today, than it was in the past, because there is so much
intellectualisation, and there are so many teachers and teachings. Yoga
practice does not yield instantaneous results; it needs to be continued
assiduously, over a long period of time. This requires commitment and
dedication. As soon as doubt arises, one must have the willpower to dispel it.
Otherwise, one will leave the practice in search of another and then another.

With each new practice, the will and the commitment to continue grow
weaker, until the practice can no longer be sustained. We have all heard the
story about the man, who needed water for his crops, and decided to dig a
well. A douser recommended a good place to find water, and the man began
to dig. In a few days he had dug down about 30 feet, but still he found no
water. So, he gave up on that place, and decided to choose another. In the
second place that was selected, he dug down about 25 feet, and then began to
think that there would be no water there either. So, he climbed out of the
second well, and went in search of another location. The man continued in
this way, and after several months he had dug about 50 wells, but he never
did find any water. This is the story of many yoga practitioners. Therefore,
doubt needs to be managed, if one is to progress in the practice. Doubt is
easily managed by one who has already attained some spiritual experience. In
the absence of experience, however, one must rely on positive associations,
study of spiritual teachings and biographies, and firm resolution.

Inattentiveness is the third obstruction, which reduces our ability to succeed
at anything, whether inner work or outer work. When we say that our
concentration is poor, we really mean our ability to remain attentive is weak.
We develop the habit of inattention from an early age. As soon as our interest
in some person, someplace or something wanes, we become inattentive. All
activities require a certain degree of attention, whether mental or physical,
and yoga is no different. In fact, the actual purpose of yoga and meditation is



really to develop and direct our attention, to become attentive at will, and
remain attentive for longer periods of time. The only difference is the object
and plane of attention. With family, social or professional engagements, the
attention remains outside. In yoga, however, the attention is focused within
oneself, depending on the specific yoga technique or meditation. This is why
a person with high levels of stress and dissipation often finds yoga very
difficult, although the practice in itself may not be difficult at all. By regular
yoga practice and the combination of different systems of yoga, we gradually
retrain the mind to become attentive and remain attentive at will. This
attention, which is developed through yoga, is required in order to attain
deeper experiences on the inner path. In fact, it is the quality of attention that
determines the level of yoga that one has attained.

Laziness, the fourth obstruction, is the bane of all practitioners. The yogis of
old aimed to practise for several hours daily. In order to achieve this, they
had to adjust their diet and lifestyle, reducing outside activities to a
minimum. The diet should be simple and bland; the lifestyle regulated and
quiet. Meeting with family, friends and associates was deferred, so that more
time could be devoted to solitude and practice. Although this may seem like
the ideal sort of life for a yogi, it may also lead to laziness, because there is
no external stimulation, no external demand or expectation to get one
moving, to get things done. The yogi must find the motivation from within to
follow the discipline and continue the practice, day in and day out. In the
beginning the practice may go well, because one is strict about the regimen.
But later on, there will be lapses. One will think, I don’t want to practise just
now. Maybe I can just sit in the sun and skip the practice. The mind can
conjure up many excuses to take a rest or do something else. In this way,
laziness slowly sets in. When this happens, the energy and the will power
dissipate, and the practice becomes difficult to sustain.

Sleep is the fifth obstruction. Here sleep does not just refer to the time one
spends in bed at night, or even in naps during the day. The obstacle arises
when one goes deep into meditation, and then sleeps intervenes. The purpose
of yoga is ultimately to discover the more subtle states of consciousness, the
subconscious, the unconscious and the superconscious. The problem arises,
because these are the states normally reserved for sleep. When we enter these
states, we habitually fall asleep. In the absence of an experienced teacher or
guide, it is difficult to know whether the mind is awake and attentive or
asleep in the deep states of consciousness. Even the yogi, who practises



regularly and is able to enter the deeper consciousness at will, may succumb
to sleep in these states, without knowing it. This can actually lead to
regression in the path of yoga, and must be avoided. But how to avoid it,
when one readily falls into sleep. This is why intensive yoga practice was
only recommended for advanced practitioners, who had control over
wakefulness and sleep in all states and conditions.

Irregular practice is the sixth obstacle in yoga. A regular practice, performed
at regular times of the day, seems easy to follow. But again, over time,
regularity in practice becomes very difficult to sustain. Regularity is one of
the most important lifestyle observances. It is really the difference between
success and failure in sadhana and higher yoga. In order to be regular in
practice, one must be regular in all activities throughout the day: eating,
sleeping, walking, talking, relaxing and exercising. Any lapse in regularity
will disturb the practice. In fact, the smoother and more regulated the
lifestyle, the deeper and easier the practice becomes. However, the mind is
easily bored with this type of regulated lifestyle and practice, and seeks
distractions and diversions in illusive ways. It gives many excuses to vary the
routine, to have an outing, to meet with so and so. After some time, the
constant barrage from the mind becomes overwhelming, and slowly one
starts to give in. The practice will be done a little later, in the evening or
tomorrow. First it happens once, then twice, and then, just like that, the
practice is disturbed and upended.

Confusion is the seventh obstacle. Confusion arises when we are unable to
see things in their proper light. The classic example of this is a man, who is
out walking late at night. Just ahead of him, he sights a large serpent in the
middle of the road. He begins to tremble with fear and trepidation. As he
approaches the location, however, he sees that the serpent is actually a long,
thick rope, dropped by a passerby earlier in the day. In the same way, we are
confused about many things in sadhana and in life. For example, we may
mistake emotion for devotion; we may think that violent breathing is
pranayama; we may mistake tamas in our practice for sattwa; we may
mistake egoistic feelings for exaltation. However, during a sustained yoga
practice, even subtler confusions are sometimes experienced. We may see
visions, hear voices, feel certain sensations or an unexplained presence,
without knowing or understanding whether or not they are relevant or even
real. We may enter into a state of total oblivion, and believe that we are in
samadhi. This actually happened to our master, Swami Satyananda, when he



was living with his guru, Swami Sivananda, in Rishikesh. Swami Sivananda
immediately removed his confusion and instructed him about the correct way
to practise in the future.

Distress is the eighth obstacle. Although the practitioner may expect the
outcome of sadhana to be enlightenment or ecstasy, it is often necessary to go
through periods of distress, unease, anxiety and pain, due to the systemic
changes that intensive practice may bring about. With the regular practice of
sadhana, the psyche is stimulated and sensitised, causing many old, painful
and traumatic memories to arise. These memories may be relived many times
over with total clarity, as if the event or situation were happening at the
present moment. One may think that sadhana would bring up the positive and
pleasant memories, but it is often the exact opposite. Our subconscious is the
storehouse of memories, and many of these are unpleasant. Some are
traumatic and difficult to re-experience time and time again. These painful
memories act as powerful toxins in the psyche and must be removed before
higher experiences can be attained. This is one of the main causes of distress
during the entire course of sadhana.

Another cause of distress is the process of spiritual awakening itself. Any
sadhana, which is performed regularly, will bring about an awakening of the
pranas, nadis and cakras. In the beginning there will be major blockages in
one or several of these subtle energetic areas. The elevated energy, awakened
by the practice, must be able to pass through on its upward journey to the
higher centres, located in the head region and at the crown. In the normal
course of daily life, the energies are allowed to leak and dissipate, but the
yogic practitioner must learn to conserve the energy and plug the leaks. This
means that more energy becomes available, which must be properly directed.
The correct channel for spiritual energy is susumna nadi, the central passage
in the spinal column. However, if there is any blockage or imbalance in the
susumna, the energy may then travel up the wrong pathway, perhaps ida or
pifigala, or another minor nadi in close proximity. Such an ascent of spiritual
energy through the wrong channel can cause great distress on all levels, until
the energy is brought back down and redirected up the proper channel.

Furthermore, there are nervous imbalances, which may arise due to irregular
activation of the pranas and nadis. These can cause distress at the mental and
physical levels, which is difficult to treat by doctors or with medication.
Introversion, depression, mood swings, restlessness, headaches, insomnia,



diarrhea, constipation, infections, rashes, and pain of all kinds may arise
without any external causes. During such times, one will have to ride it out,
and keep faith in the power of the sadhana to restore the balance and regain
the health. It may also become necessary to adjust or reduce the practice and
the diet until the condition normalises.

Lack of faith is the ninth obstacle. Faith is different to belief. Many
practitioners may believe in the power and efficacy of sadhana, because they
have heard or read about it from reliable sources. On the strength of this
belief, they may wish to take up a regular sadhana. Faith, however, is based
on one’s own inner knowledge and experience. It is, therefore, unique to
oneself and cannot be replicated or copied. Faith is the greatest wealth of the
sadhak or yogi. Faith lends strength and steadiness to the practice, so that it
cannot be given up on any account. In the absence of faith, the sadhak will
lack determination, and the practice will become subject to outside
influences, motivations and desires. Instead of practising, one may prefer to
go out and meet someone or do something else. Faith binds the practitioner to
the practice, and to the higher consciousness and divine powers from within,
which sustain, guide and support the practice. In this way, the sadhana
becomes a constant expression of love and pulls the practitioner along
effortlessly into the higher domains of self realisation.

Inability to attain the essence of yoga is the tenth obstacle, and also the
culmination of all the above obstacles. Any one or combination of the above
obstacles will lead the practitioner to this result. An inability to attain the
subtle inner states and experiences of yoga is disturbing and disappointing for
many practitioners. Some may even give up the practice on this account. One
feels that inner progress is necessary and must be marked by certain
experiences, just as outer progress is marked by certain gains in the external
world. Because outer gains often take place in a relatively short period, one
expects that inner goals should also be experienced in such time frames.
However, the mind will only open when it is ready; in the same way that a
flower blooms only in the right season. In order to realise the essence or truth
of yoga, the limited individual mind must expand to encompass the entire
universe and dimensions beyond. This is the unity of the individual
consciousness with the supreme consciousness, of the individual self with the
supreme self, or godhead. Only the sadhak with great patience and fortitude
can think of ever attaining such essence or truth.



Thus, after reflecting on the above obstructions, the wise sadhak should forgo
these ten obstacles.



Verses 62 to 65: Merging apana and prana with agni
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pranabhyasastatah karyo nityam sattvasthaya dhiya
susumna liyate cittam tatha vayuh pradhavati (62)
suske male tu yogr ca syadgatiscalita tatah
adhogatimapanam vai urdhvagam kurute balat (63)
akuficanena tam prahurmiilabandho ‘yamucyate
apanascordhvago bhiitva vahnina saha gacchati (64)
pranasthanam tato vahnih pranapanau ca satvaram
militva kundalim yati prasupta kundalakrtih (65)

Anvay |
tatah: thus; prana-abhyasah: practice of pranayama; nityam: always; karyah:
should be performed; dhiya: by meditating on; sthaya: steadily; sattva:
purity; tatha: then; cittam: mind; liyate: is dissolved in; susumna: susumna;
vayuh: prana; pradhavati: pervades; male suske male: when the impurities
have withered away; ca: and; gatih-calita: with movement up; tatah: then;
syat: he becomes; yogr: yogin; apana: apana; adhogatim: moving
downwards; kurute urdhvagam: should be raised upwards; akuricanena
prahuh: by contracting; tam: it; balat: with force; ayam ucyate: this is called;
miulabandhah: millabandha; apanah: apana; bhiitva urdhvagah: having been
raised up; gacchati: moves to; saha vahnina: together with agni; prana-
sthanam: seat of prana; tatah vahnih: then agni; militva: having united;
prana-apanau: prana and apana; satvaram: quickly; yati: goes to; kundalim:
kundalini; kundalakrtih: coiled; prasupta: fast asleep.

Translation

Thus the practice of pranayama should always be performed by meditating
steadily on purity. Then the mind is dissolved in susumna [and] prana
pervades [it]. When the impurities have withered away, and with movement
up [the susumna], he then becomes a yogin. Apana moving downwards



should be raised upwards by contracting it with force. This is called
mulabandha. Apana, having been raised up, moves together with agni to the
seat of prana. Then agni, having united prana and apana, quickly goes to
kundalini [who is] coiled, fast asleep.

Commentary

In the 1900’s when yoga was revived by international teachers coming out of
India, and taught around the world, pranayama and meditation played a very
minor role. Later on, many teachers began to teach yoga in their own
countries, but their focus was asana. They were not confident to teach
pranayama, because their masters had not revealed it, and they did not
understand the methods or scope of this practice. However, pranayama was
gradually included in the yoga teaching as a mild form of breath control, for
the purpose of physical benefits.

In early times, pranayama was considered to be kumbhaka, breath retention,
and it played a considerable role in meditation and the awakening of
kundalini. This teaching relates to the period, when pranayama was used as a
precursor to higher yogas. The instruction given on the awakening of the
kundalini begins with the practice of pranayama, which refers to kumbhaka,
or breath retention. When the breath is retained, or stopped, for an extended
period, the mind also stops. Breath and mind function in tandem. When the
mind stops, meditation occurs spontaneously, without the need for vigilance
and control.

Thus, by the perfection of pranayama, the yogi was able to meditate steadily
on the pure mind. In this way, pranayama was utilised as a form of
meditation. The two practices, pranayama and meditation, were done in
tandem for several hours at a stretch, until the mind dissolved into susumna,
the spiritual channel. Susumna is pervaded by cosmic prana. With the upward
movement of this force, the mental impurities, which relate with the
individual mind and consciousness, wither away. Henceforth, the mind of the
practitioner is altered, and he becomes a yogi.

When this practice becomes steady, the course of apana, the field of prana,
which normally flows downward in-between the waist and the pelvic floor,
should be reversed and directed upward. This is achieved by redirecting the
movement of energy together with the breath, and also by forceful
contraction of the perineum, at the pelvic floor, which is known as
miilabandha.



When the energy of apana is redirected upward, it unites with agni, the
element of fire, behind the navel. Together the forces of apana and agni
merge with prana at the manipura cakra. Having united with prana and apana,
agni, quickly descends to the muladhara cakra, where the kundalini lies
coiled, fast asleep.

Technique

Sit in a comfortable meditation asana and relax the whole body from head to
toe. Develop the awareness of steadiness and stillness. When the body is
absolutely still, focus the attention on the breath. Practise slow rhythmic
breathing through both nostrils until the breath becomes smooth and even.

Then apply the ratio with each breath, breathing in to the count of five and
out to the count of five. When this ratio becomes effortless, add breath
retention to the count of five after the completion of each inhalation. The
ratio can be increased gradually, according to the capacity of the practitioner.
After several rounds of practice, begin to pause in-between each round, for a
few seconds. During the pause, breathe normally and become aware of the
space of the mind. Then resume the pranayama practice. In this way, continue
to practise pranayama together with meditation until the individual mind is
dissolved into susumna, and the thoughts have disappeared.

Awareness of prana vayu: Take the awareness to the field of prana, in-
between the diaphragm and the shoulders. Become aware of the upward flow
of this field. Inhale slowly upward from the diaphragm to the shoulders,
along with the flow of prana. Imagine or feel waves of light, flowing together
with the breath. Exhale back down. Feel the flow of light moving together
with the breath from the shoulders to the diaphragm. Repeat the rotation of
breath and light in this region until it becomes natural and spontaneous.

Awareness of apana vayu: Leave the region of prana, and bring the attention
to the area of apana, in-between the waist and the pelvic floor. Here, see or
imagine streams of light, flowing downward. Inhale downward slowly
alongside the descending streams of light from the waist to the pelvic floor.
Hold the breath inside and do miilabandha, contraction of the perineum.
Release miilabandha and exhale back upward. Feel the flow of breath and
light, moving upward together. At the end of exhalation, feel the force of
apana merging with agni, the element of fire, at the manipura cakra, behind
the navel. Continue this rotation until it becomes spontaneous.

Merging apana and prana with agni:



While synchronising the movement of apana with the breath, simultaneously
become aware of the movement of prana. During inhalation, prana moves
upward and apana moves downward. Visualise these two forces moving
away from each other. At the time of exhalation, both flows are reversed.
Prana moves downward from the shoulders to the waist, and apana moves
upward from the pelvic floor to the waist. Imagine these two forces coming
together at the navel. At the end of each inhalation, retain the breath and
perform miilabandha, contraction of the pelvic floor, for a few seconds.
Release mulabandha and exhale, merging the forces of apana and prana with
agni at the navel.

Descending of agni to kundalini: Be aware of the two distinct movements of
apana and prana, moving away from each other on inhalation, followed by
miilabandha, and then the two forces come together and merge with agni at
the navel. Each time apana and prana meet at the navel, feel the buildup of
heat and light at the solar plexus, the center of prana. Then agni having united
with apana and prana quickly descends to miiladhara cakra, at the pelvic
floor, where the kundalint sakti lies coiled, fast asleep.



Verses 66 to 69a: Awakening of kundalini
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tenagnind ca samtapta pavanenaiva callta
prasaryam svasariram tu susumnda vadanantarem (66)
brahmagranthim tato bhittva rajogunasamudbhavam
susumna vadane Sighram vidyullekheva samsphuret (67)
visnugranthim prayatyuccaih satvaram hrdi samsthita
urdhvam gacchati yaccaste rudragranthim tadudbhavam (68)
bhruvormadhyam tu sambhidya yati sitamsumandalam (69a)

Anvay

tena: thus; samtapta: heated; agnina: by agni; ca: and; calita: stirred up;
pavanena: by vayu; tu: now; prasaryam: stretches out; sva-sariram: her
body; vadana-antarem: inside the mouth; susumna: susumna; tatah: then;
bhittva: having pierced; brahmagranthim: psychic knot of creation;
rajoguna-samudbhavam: produced by rajoguna; samsphuret: she blazes;
sighram: forthwith; iva: like; vidyut-lekha: stroke of lightning; susumna
vadane: at the mouth of susumna; satvaram: immediately; prayati-uccaih:
she proceeds up; visnugranthim: through the psychic knot that sustains;
samsthita: abiding; hrdi: in the heart; gacchati: she goes; tirdhvam: upwards;
ca aste: and continues; rudragranthim: through the psychic knot of duality;
yat: which; udbhavam: comes from; bhruvormadhyam: eyebrow centre; tu:
then; sambhidya: having pierced; yati: she goes to; sitamsu-mandalam:
mandala of the moon.

Translation

Thus [kundalini], heated by agni and stirred up by vayu, now stretches out
her body inside the mouth [of] susumna. Then, having pierced
brahmagranthi produced by rajoguna, she blazes forthwith like a stroke of
lightning at the mouth [of] susumna. She immediately proceeds up through
visnugranthi, abiding in the heart. She goes upwards and continues through
rudragranthi, which comes from the eyebrow centre. Then, having pierced



[it], she goes to the mandala of the moon.

Commentary

Many yoga practitioners ask about the process of kundalini awakening; how
does this cosmic force arise? Here the ascension of kundalinT is explained,
following on from the previous verses. Agni, the element of fire, held by the
manipura cakra, having merged with the combined forces of apana and prana
vayus, quickly descends to miiladhara cakra, at the perineum, where
kundalini Sakti lies coiled, fast asleep. Kundalini is heated by agni and stirred
up by the vayus, apana and prana. This causes her to awaken suddenly, and
with an angry hiss, she enters the mouth of susumna, located just above the
miladhara cakra. Inside susumna she stretches out her coils and begins to
ascend.

However, there are obstructions in her path in the form of the three granthis,
or psychic knots, which bind her cosmic force in the world of creation. The
first knot that she must pass through is brahmagranthi, the knot of creation.
This knot is located in the region of muladhara cakra, and relates with the
reproductive drive, which is very powerful, especially in the early years. It is
associated with Brahma, the lord of creation, and the desire for progeny that
arises in all sentient beings. Under its influence, one feels the undeniable urge
to reproduce oneself anew through the begetting of children. As long as this
knot remains firm, the kundalini cannot awaken fully and pass beyond the
instinctive drives of miladhara cakra, the root psychic center. In order to
loosen this knot, the serious yoga practitioner must be in control of the basic
urges. Then only will the kundalini will be able to pass through
brahmagranthi, which is produced by rajoguna, the quality of dynamism and
attraction to the world.

Having pierced through the brahmagranthi, the kundalini then blazes forth
from the mouth of susumna, like a bolt of lightning. Thus, she immediately
proceeds up the susumna pathway to the second psychic knot, visnugranthi,
which is located in the region of anahata cakra, behind the heart.
Visnugranthi represents the knot that sustains life, holding the individual in
the world. Being located in the heart center, this knot relates with
relationships and attachment to people, places and things. It encompasses all
the love and affection one feels for family, home, work, friends, neighbours,
pets, teachers, elders and so on. And conversely, all the disappointment,
worry, anxiety, heart break, dejection and desolation, one may feel when



there is loss or breakdown of any relationship. It is as if one’s whole life is
falling apart. In order to loosen this knot, the practitioner must develop one-
pointed faith in and devotion to the divine self, or one’s God in any form,
which is most appealing. This follows the principle that lesser attraction
succumbs to greater attraction.

Having pierced through visnugranthi, the kundalini continues on her ascent to
the region of ajiia cakra, behind the eyebrow center, where rudragranthi is
located. Rudra is the lord of transformation or dissolution. This is the knot
which binds one into the objective world of name and form. This world
seems to be very real and permanent, as long as the rudragranthi holds one’s
perception firmly in the dimension of duality. When this knot becomes
loosened, however, the unmanifest dimension unfolds. This is the reality
behind the illusion of objectivity, which sustains the entire manifest creation.
This knot may be terrifying for one, who is attached to the material world and
all of its deceptive propensities. Therefore, it is called rudragranthi, the
terrible knot, because by loosening it, one is catapulted into the void, beyond
the senses and the mind, where there is nothing.

Then, having pierced rudragranthi, at the ajiia cakra, kundalin1 goes straight
up bindu visarga, the point of light at the top back of the head, which is also
known as the mandala, or circle of the moon.

Symbolically, the moon represents the nectar of immortality. As long as the
moon drips this nectar into the body, there will be prana and life on the
earthly plane. So, bindu is the source of life, through which the kundalini first
passes on its evolutionary journey, from cosmic existence to individual life.
And again, she returns to bindu on her return journey at the time of
enlightenment, or at the moment of death, when the soul passes out of the
body.



Verses 69b to 73: Falling of the nectar
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anahatakhyam yaccakram dalaih sodasabhiryutam (69b)
tatra sitamsusamjatam dravam Sosayati svayam
calite pranavegena raktam pittam ravergrahat (70)
yatenducakram yatraste suddhaslesmadravatmakam
tatra siktam grasatyusnam katham sitasvabhavakam (71)
tathaiva rabhasa suklam candrartipam hi tapyate
urdhvam pravarti ksubdha tadaivam bhramatetaram (72)
tasyasvadavasaccittam bahistham visayesu yat
tadeva param bhuktva svasthah svatmarato yuva (73)

Anvay | I
tatra: there; sosayati: it dries up; svayam: by itself; dravam: fluid; samjatam:
produced by; sitamsu: moon; cakram: in the cakra; anahata-akhyam: called
anahata; yat: which; yutam: has; sodasabhih dalaih: sixteen petals; raktam:
blood; calite: when agitated; prana-vegena: through the force of prana; |
pittam: bile; grahat: through contact; raveh: sun; yata: having gone to;
cakram: sphere; indu: moon; yatra: where; aste: it exists as; drava-atmakam:
fluid nature; suddha-slesma: pure phlegm; katham: how; svabhavakam: by
nature; Sita: cold; grasati: is converted into; usnam: heat; siktam: it is poured
out; tatra: there; hi tathaiva: in exactly the same manner; suklam: white;
candra-rupam: form of the moon; tapyate: is heated; rabhasa: intensely;
tasya vasa: because of its desire for; dsvada: enjoyment; cittam: mind; yat
bahistham: is externalised; visayesu: among sensory objects; yuva: aspirant;
bhuktva: enjoying; tat param: this high state; svatmaratah svasthah: rejoices
in [and] abides in the self.

Translation
There it dries up by itself the fluid produced by the moon in the cakra called



anahata, which has sixteen petals. The blood, when agitated through the
force of prana, [becomes] bile through contact [with] the sun, [then] having
gone to the sphere [of] the moon, where it exists as the fluid nature of pure
phlegm. How is [blood, which is] by nature cold, converted into heat [when]
it is poured out there? In exactly the same manner, the white form of the
moon is heated intensely. Because of its desire for enjoyment, the mind is
externalised among sensory objects. The aspirant, enjoying this high state,
rejoices in [and] abides in the self.

Commentary

During the normal course of life, the nectar from the the moon at bindu drips
down into the body very slowly on a regular basis. First, it drips down into
the field of consciousness in the head region, ruled by ajiia cakra at the mid-
brain, where it becomes the force for the individual consciousness and mind.
This nectar of life has two propensities: amrta, eternal life, and visa, poison
or degeneration. As long as the nectar remains in the field of consciousness,
the poison aspect is inactive. But the body must also be nourished and
enlivened by this nectar. So, the nectar next drips down to visuddhi cakra,
behind the throat pit, which is the junction in-between the head and the body.

The word visuddhi has two roots: vi, ‘special’ or ‘complete’, and suddhi,
‘purification’. When visuddhi cakra is activated, it has the potential to collect
the nectar and purify the poison, before it drips down into the body.
However, if visuddhi cakra is inactive, the poison passes straight through,
along with the nectar. When this nectar mixed with poison falls down into the
body, it becomes the source of life, as well as of degeneration and death.
Having passed through visuddhi cakra, the nectar next drips down to anahata
cakra, located behind the heart, where it is fanned by vayu, the wind or air
element. There, the fluid produced by the moon sustains the body, but it is
also dried up by the wind, resulting in chronic and debilitating conditions,
such as: nervous, cardiac, respiratory, and immune disorders, any of which
may arise over time.

After passing through anahata cakra, the remaining nectar then drips down to
the region of the solar plexus, which is ruled by manipura cakra, where it
becomes the storehouse of prana in the body. Manipura holds the element of
fire, or the sun, which is responsible for the process of metabolism and
transformation. The nectar, which falls down into manipura, has two
propensities, the red form and the white form. The red form becomes a



catalyst for the production of blood, and is known as the red bindu. Agitated
by the force of prana, the blood, which is cold by nature, is transformed into
bile and other gastric fluids through contact with the heat of the sun, or fire
element.

The white form relates with the nectar from the sphere of the moon, which
exists as the fluid nature of pure phlegm. The white form of the moon, or the
white bindu, is also heated intensely due to desire for enjoyment. In this way
the mind and senses are externalised amongst sensory objects, and move
hither and thither in order to experience them. In the quest for further
enjoyment, the white bindu falls down further to swadhisthana and miladhara
cakras in the reproductive region, where it is transformed into semen and ova.
At this level the drive for sexual union becomes formidable, and the aspirant,
enjoying this high state, rejoices in and abides in the self.



Verses 74 to 76: Union of kundalini with Siva at miladhara
cakra
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prakrtyastakariipam ca sthanam gacchati kundalt
krodikrtya sivam yati krodikrtya viliyate (74)
ityadhordhvarajah suklam sive tadanu marutah
prandpanau samau yati sada jatau tathaiva ca (75)
bhiite ‘Ipe capyanalpe va vacake tvativardhate
dhavayatyakhila vata agnimusahiranyavat (76)

Anvay

kundalr: kundalint; gacchati: goes to; sthanam: place; astaka-ripam: eight,
forms; prakrti: nature; ca: and; krodikrtya: embracing; yati sivam: attains
Siva; viliyate: is dissolved; iti: thus; suklam rajah: white matter; adhordhva:
falls down; tadanu: after that; yati: goes; marutah: by means of the vital air;
Sive: to Siva; ca tathaiva: and then; prana-apanau: prana and apana; sadg:
always; jatau: are produced; samau: equally; ativardhate: it transcends; bhiite
alpe: whatever is small; ca api analpe: and even not small; va vacake: or
describable; akhilah vatah: entire prana; dhavayati: fires up; hiranyavat: like
gold; agnim-iisa: earth’s fire.

Translation

Kundalint goes to the place [where she takes] the eight forms [of] nature, and,
embracing [her Lord she], attains Siva [and] is dissolved [in him]. Thus the
white matter [which] falls down, after that goes by means of the vital air to
Siva, and then prana and apana are always produced equally. It transcends
whatever is small and even not small or describable. The entire prana fires up
like gold [heated by] the earth’s fire.

Commentary

In this way, the kundalini descends on her journey of evolution in the form of
amrta, immortal nectar, creating and enlivening the form of the person, until
she reaches miiladhara cakra, the center of miilaprakrti, the root essence of
nature. There she abides in the eight forms of nature, the eight directions:



east, west, north, south, north east, north west, south east, south west, and
sustains the eight elements: earth, water, fire, air, ether, ego, memories and
intellect. Although the kundalini descends from the cosmic reality into the
material dimension, she is never without her Lord. Even at the muladhara
cakra, Siva resides with her in the form of the smokey Sivalingam. Thus,
taking the form of a tiny green serpent, the kundalinT settles into the earth and
embraces her Lord. Coiling around him three and a half times, she dissolves
into him and enters a dormant state of consciousness.

Therefore, the wise practitioner, who has understood this process, takes
control over the sexual proclivities. The white bindu that falls down from
manipura to miiladhara cakra should not be allowed to dissipate in sexual
activities. Rather, it should be redirected upward by the prana to the higher
dimensions of Siva. By redirecting the white bindu upward, the sexual and
nervous energies become calm and balanced. This causes the pranic forces of
prana and apana to be harmonised and equalised. When prana and apana are
equalised, the mind becomes still and transcendent. The consciousness
expands beyond the limitations of time, space and objects, whether small or
large, describable or indescribable. The entire pranic system undergoes an
awakening, and is fired up like gold, being heated by the kundalini in the fire
of the earth.



Verses 77 and 78: Pranic body is the commander of all
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adhibhautikadeham tu adhidaivikavigrahe

deho ‘tvimalam yati jativahikatamiyat (77)

jadyabhavavinirmuktamamalam cinmayatmakam

tasyativahikam mukhyam sarvesam tu madatmakam (78)

Anvay

tu: then; dehah: body; adhibhautika-deham: body composed of elements;
yati: becomes; ativimalam: very pure; adhidaivika-vigrahe: in a deified form;
ja-ativahikatamiyat: produced by its pranic body; vinirmuktam: released
from; jadya-bhava: dormant state; cinmaya-atmakam: it consists of pure |
consciousness; tasyat: thus; ativahikam: pranic body; mad-atmakam: being in
the nature of the self; mukhyam: commander; sarvesam: of all.

Translation

Then the body, [which is] a body composed of elements, becomes very pure
in a deified form, produced by its pranic body. Released from the dormant
state, it consists of pure consciousness. Thus, the pranic body, being in the
nature of the self, [is] the commander of all.

Commentary

When the white bindu is redirected back up to its source, the pranas are
harmonised. The material body comprised of the five elements (i.e.: earth,
water, fire, air and ether) becomes absolutely pure, and assumes its divine
form, produced by the subtle pranic body. With the purification of the
elemental body, the entire pranic field undergoes an awakening, which is
known as pranottana, awakening of the pranas. This pranic awakening
precedes the awakening of kundalini, and causes the kundalini to uncoil her
potential and enter the mouth of susumna. As kundalini ascends susumna, the
limited state of consciousness falls away, and the consciousness assumes its
pure, expanded state.

Thus, it is said that the pranic body, being the nature of the self, or pure
consciousness, is the commander of all. Prana, being the nature of the self, is
the first evolute of pure consciousness, and the source of all life and



existence. Where prana flows, there is life; there is existence. Where there is
no prana, there is no life. Nothing can exist in the absence of prana. When the
prana flows downward into physical being, the consciousness becomes
limited by the senses, and their perception of material existence. When the
prana is redirected upward, the consciousness is freed from the illusion of
sensory perception, and the bondage of time, space and object no longer
exist.



Verses 79 to 81: Tearing asunder the veil of illusion
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jayabhavavinirmuktah kalartipasya vibhramah

iti tam svasvarupa hi mati rajjubhujangavat (79)
mrsaivodeti sakalam mrsaiva praviliyate

raupyabuddhih suktikayam stripumsorbhramato yatha (80)
pindabrahmandayoraikyam lingasutratmanorapi
svapavyakrtayoraikyam svaprakasacidatmanoh (81)

Anvay

iti: thus; svasvartpa: one’s true self; tam: this; vinirmuktah: release from,;
jaya-bhava: existence of a wife; vibhramabh: illusion; kala-riipasya: of the
nature of time; hi: as; mati: belief; rajju-bhujangavat: rope like a snake;
sakalam: all; udeti: arises; eva mrsa: indeed false; praviliyate: dissolves; |
yatha: just as; buddhih: idea; raupya: silver; suktikayam: in mother-of-pearl;
bhramatah: illusion; stripumsoh: of man and wife; pinda-brahmandayobh:
earth and cosmos; aikyam: one and the same; api: as; linga-sutratmanoh: soul
which passes like a thread through the universe and its symbol; svapa-
avyakrtayoh: sleep and the primordial spirit; aikyam: one and the same;
svaprakasa-cidatmanoh: light of consciousness and pure intelligence.
Translation

Thus one’s true self [knows] this: the release from the existence of a wife, the
illusion of the nature of time, as [is] the belief [that] a rope [is] like a snake.
All [that] arises [is] indeed false; indeed [all that] dissolves [is] false. Just as
the idea [of] silver in mother-of-pearl [is] an illusion, [so is that] of man and
wife. The earth and the cosmos [are] one and the same, as [are] the soul
which passes like a thread through the universe and its symbol. Sleep and the
primordial spirit [are] one and the same, [as are] the light of consciousness
and pure intelligence.

Commentary
Prana is the first evolute of the self, or the consciousness. The entire manifest
existence and all the beings within it depend on prana. Hence, prana is



universal as well as individual. When the individual prana is directed outside,
one knows the external world, and its appearances seem to be very real.
However, when the prana is directed back to its source within, the true self is
revealed. The higher consciousness then knows the appearance of form and
object to be unreal and illusive.

In order to further elucidate this point, several examples are given, such as
the release from the identity of wife or husband, father or son, friend or
relative, etc. All the identities and roles that one assumes in life are actually
transient and illusory. Being dependent on time, place and situation, they are
impermanent and therefore unreal, just as the belief that a rope is a snake. All
that is created and all that is dissolved is illusion, like the shimmer of silver in
mother of pearl. Similarly, the idea of husband and wife is illusory and
therefore, untrue.

The earth and the cosmos are one and the same, being of the same matter and
origin. Similarly, the soul which passes through the universe, like a thread of
consciousness, is the same as its symbol, the lingam (black oval). The state of
sleep, being the deep unconscious, and the primordial spirit are also one and
the same; as are the light of consciousness and pure intelligence. Light and
intelligence both being the qualities of consciousness.



Verses 82 and 83a: Sakti enters brahmarandhra
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saktih kundalint nama bisatantunibha subha

miilakandam phanagrena drstva kamalakandavat (82)
mukhena puccham samgrhya brahmarandhrasamanvita (83a)

Anvay

saktih: sakti; nama kundalint: called kundalini; Subha: luminous; bisatantu-
nibha: like the lotus-fibre; drstva: seeing; phana-agrena: with the tip of her
hood; miila-kandam: bulb at the base; kamala-kandavat: similar to the bulb of
the lotus; samgrhya: grasping; puccham: tail; mukhena: with her mouth;
brahmarandhra-samanvita: she connects with the brahmarandhra.

Translation

The sakti called kundalini, luminous [and] like the lotus-fibre, seeing with the
tip of her hood the bulb at the base, similar to the bulb of the lotus, [and]
grasping her tail with her mouth, she connects with the brahmarandhra.

Commentary

Kundalint sakti is the cosmic creative force, which brings about all existence.
Having created our physical being, she lies dormant within us at the
miilakanda, root or base, which is similar to the bulb of the lotus that remains
rooted in the mud, beneath the water. The lotus, which grows up through the
water and blooms on top, is sustained by the bulbous root beneath it. In the
same way, our entire physical existence is created and sustained by the
kundalint sakti, who is luminous and bright, like the lotus fibre.

The dormant kundalini is also described as a tiny green serpent, coiled three
and a half times around the smoky black sivalingam. There, at miiladhara
cakra, the root center, she lies with her head on top of the lingam, asleep.
However, her desire is not to remain in the earth forever. It is also her destiny
to awaken within all beings, at some point in time. When her kinetic force
begins to awaken, she sees with the tip of her hood the opening of the
channel through which she descended, just above her head. Then, grasping
her tail in her mouth, she enters the brahmarandhra, the subtlest channel
inside susumna, and prepares to ascend.



Verses 83b to 87: Arising of kundalini through the granthis and
cakras
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padmasanagatah svastho gudamakuricya sadhakah (83b)
vayumiirdhvagatam kurvankumbhakavistamanasah
vayvaghatavasadagnih svadhisthanagato jvalan (84)
jvalanaghatapavanaghatorunnidrito ‘hirat
brahmagranthim tato bhittva visnugranthim bhinattyatah (85)
rudragranthim ca bhittvaiva kamalani bhinatti sat
sahasrakamale saktih Sivena saha modate (86)
saivavastha para jfieya saiva nirvrtikarint iti (87)

Anvay

sadhakah: yogin; padmasana-gatah svasthah: has taken his place in
padmasana; gudam-akuricya: anus contracted; kurvan: making; vayum: vayu;
urdhva-gatam: go upwards; manasah: mind; kumbhaka-avista: enter |
kumbhaka; agnih: agni; vasat: through the force; vayu-aghata: gust of vayu;
svadhisthana-gatah: goes to svadhisthan; jvalan: in flames; unnidritah:
blowing; jvalan-aghata-pavan-aghatoh: gusts of agni and vayu; ahirat:
through the serpent; tatah: then; bhittva brahmagranthim: having pierced
brahmagranthim; atah: next; bhinatti visnugranthim: stabs visnugranthi; ca:
and; bhittva rudragranthim: after piercing rudragranthi; sat kamalani: six
lotuses; Saktih: Sakti; Modate: happy; saha Sivena: with Siva; sahasra-
kamale: in the thousand-petalled lotus; iti: thus; jAeya: it should be
understood; sa para avastha: this highest state; eva: alone; karint: produces;
nirvrti: bliss.

Translation

[When] the yogin has taken his place in padmasana, his anus contracted,
making the vayu go upwards [and] the mind enter kumbhaka, [then] agni,
through the force [of] the gust of vayu, goes in flames to svadhisthana. The



blowing [of] the gusts of agni and vayu through the serpent [which] then
having pierced brahmagranthi, next stabs visnugranthi and, after piercing
rudragranthi, the six lotuses. [Now] Sakti [is] happy [to be] with Siva in the
thousand-petalled lotus. Thus it should be understood [that] this [is] the
highest state; it alone produces bliss.

Commentary

The awakening and ascension of the kundalini sakti from the earthly
foundation to the divine is the goal of all yogas. Every yoga, every spiritual
practice leads to this milestone in human evolution, however, kundalini yoga
is the most direct path. These verses, which complete the first chapter,
describe the entire course of the awakening very succinctly and precisely.

Technique

The yogi, who has prepared and disciplined him/herself to undergo this
process, should sit in padmasana, or any comfortable meditative asana, in a
quiet and pure place, undisturbed by the trammels of life all around.

At first, one should be aware of the body, and relax it part by part from head
to toe. Then become aware of the natural breath. Follow the movement of
each breath with the awareness. Practice slow, rhythmic breathing until the
mind and body become steady.

Bring the awareness down to the mooladhara chakra. Inhale slowly up
through the perineum. Exhale back down again slowly. Continue to rotate the
breath and the awareness up and down through the perineal body, and feel
that you are piercing this region with each rotation.

Begin the practice of pranayama with kumbhaka. Inhale slowly through both
nostrils and contract the anal sphincter. Redirect the apana vayu upward
through the perineum with the ingoing breath. At the end of inhalation, retain
the breath. Continue to hold the contraction and focus the attention on the
state of kumbhaka. Experience the mind becoming absolutely still. Go deep
into this stillness. Then exhale slowly through both nostrils, releasing the
contraction. Direct the breath and the vayu back down through the perineum.
Continue this rotation until the feeling of heat arises.

Releasing brahmagranthi: Next, visualise or imagine the brahmagranthi,
psychic knot of creation, sitting like the bulb of a lotus, just above the
miladhara cakra. Continue the practice of pranayama with kumbhaka. While
inhaling, feel the waves of apana vayu and agni, heat, arising together with
the kundalini sakti and piercing brahmagranthi. At the end of inhalation, hold



the breath inside and experience the psychic knot opening. Exhale slowly
back down through the brahmagranthi. Go on with this practice, until the
knot is fully opened and there is no feeling of resistance.

Continue the practice of kumbhaka. While inhaling, experience the force of
apana vayu, ascending in flames with the kundalini serpent, through the
sushumna pathway to svadhisthana cakra, at the base of the spine. Retain the
breath inside at svadhisthana, and then exhale back down to miiladhara.
Repeat this rotation until it becomes spontaneous. Then ascend in the same
way to manipura chakra, behind the navel.

Having pierced brahmagranthi and the lower cakras with the waves of vayu
and agni, the kundalini serpent next arises to the region of anahata cakra,
behind the heart, and stabs visnugranthi, the psychic knot of sustenance.

Releasing visnugranthi: Now, focus the awareness at anahata cakra.
Visualise the visnugranthi, sitting just above it, like the bulb of a lotus.
Inhaling slowly upward through the anahata cakra, direct a stream of golden
prana together with the luminous kundalint Sakti. Feel the psychic knot,
situated just above, being pierced by the flow of prana, kundalini and breath.
At the end of inhalation, retain the breath and experience absolute stillness.
Then exhale back down through the psychic knot and the cakra. Go on with
the practice, piercing visnugranthi with each rotation until the psychic knot is
released and holds no resistance.

Having pierced visnugranthi, in the region of the heart, with the waves of
golden prana, the kundalin1 next ascends to visuddhi cakra, behind the throat.

Continue the practice of kumbhaka. While inhaling, experience the flow of
prana vayu, ascending with the luminous kundalinT serpent through the
susumna pathway from anahata cakra to viSuddhi cakra, unimpeded. At the
end of inhalation, hold the breath and the awareness at viSuddhi. Experience
vacuous space everywhere. Then exhale slowly back down through susumna
to the anahata cakra. Repeat this rotation until it becomes spontaneous. Then
ascend in the same way to ajiia cakra, at the midbrain.

Releasing rudragranthi: Now focus the awareness at ajfia cakra. Visualise
the rudragranthi, psychic knot of dissolution, situated just above it. Inhaling
slowly upward through ajfia cakra, direct a stream of prana vayu in the form
of white light together with the luminous kundalini sakti. Feel the psychic
knot, situated just above, being pierced by the flow of white light, kundalini
and breath. At the end of inhalation, retain the breath and experience the light



of consciousness. Then exhale back down through the psychic knot and the
cakra. Go on with the practice, piercing rudragranthi with each rotation, until
the psychic knot is released and holds no resistance.

After piercing the three granthis and the six cakras, Sakti easily makes her
way unobstructed to sahasrara cakra, the crown centre, where she is most
pleased to unite with her Lord Siva in the transcendent sphere of the thousand
petalled lotus. This is the highest state, which alone produces bliss.

sfd gymIS&am;: |
iti prathamo ‘dhyayah
Thus [ends] the first chapter.
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Chapter Two

Verses 1 to 4a: Khecari vidya
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athaham sampravaksyami v1dyam khecarisamjriikam
yatha vijfianavanasya loke ‘sminnajaro ‘marah (1)
mrtyuvyadhijaragrasto drstva vidyamimam mune
buddhim drdhataram krtva khecarim tu samabhyaset (2)
jaramrtyugadaghno yah khecarim vetti bhiitale
granthatascarthatascaiva tadabhyasaprayogatah (3)
tam mune sarvabhavena gurum matya samasrayet (4a)

Anvay

atha: now; aham sampravaksyami: 1 shall describe; vidyam: vidya; khecari-
samjriikam: called khecart; yatha: since; asmin loke: in this place; amarah: no
death; najarah: no old age; vijfianavanasyah: those who are endowed with
this knowledge; grastah: whoever is at the mercy of; mrtyu-vyadhi-jara: |
death, disease and old age; drstva: having learned; imam vidyam: this vidya;
mune: o Sage; krtva drdhataram: having strengthened; buddhim: mind; tu:
then; samabhyaset khecarim: should practise khecari; matya: respectfully;
samasrayet: one should approach; sarva-bhavena: with total devotion; tam
gurum: the guru; ghnah: destroyer; jara-mrtyu-gada: old age, death [and]
disease; bhiitale: on earth; yah vetti khecarim: who knows khecart; arthatah:
meaning; ca . . .ca: both . . . and; granthatah: from books; abhyasa-
prayogatah: continual practice.

Translation
Now I shall describe the vidya called khecart, since [there is] in this place no
death [or] old age [for] those who are endowed with this knowledge.



Whoever is at the mercy of death, disease and old age, having learned this
vidya, o Sage, [and] having strengthened his mind, should then practise
khecari. One should respectfully approach with total devotion the guru, the
destroyer [of] old age, death [and] disease on earth, who knows khecarT [and
has learned] its meaning both from books and continual practice.

Commentary

Khecart mudra, the tongue lock, is one of the most highly venerated yoga
practices. It is discussed at length in many of the upanisads, as well as in the
classical hatha yoga texts. There are two versions of this practice: the raja
yoga method and the hatha yoga method. The raja yoga method is used as an
adjunct to pranayama, meditation and kriya yoga practices. It simply involves
folding the tongue back, so that the under surface presses against the roof of
the mouth, and the tip reaches into the region at the back of the throat. The
hatha yoga method involves gradual cutting of the frenum under the tongue,
and is therefore irreversible. By systematic cutting, massaging and stretching,
the tongue gradually becomes elongated and can reach into the nasal cavity.
This position of the tongue activates ajiia cakra and blocks the descent of the
nectar and the consciousness into the lower centres.

The word khecari comes from two roots: khe, meaning ‘sky’ and carya,
meaning ‘one who roams’. The yogi, who perfects khecari, is considered to
be liberated while living. He is able to roam freely in the space of
consciousness, unaffected by the limitations and associations of the mind and
the world. In the teachings given here, khecart is described as a vidya,
knowledge that arises from within through practice and experience. Khecart
is said to be so powerful that old age and death cannot affect those who are
endowed with this knowledge. Therefore, whoever is faced with disease, old
age and death, should learn this vidya, strengthen the mind, and practice
khecarl. In order to learn khecart, one should respectively approach the
master, who has perfected it. Such a master, who knows the meaning of
khecarT from books as well as from continual practice is regarded as the
destroyer of disease, old age and death on

earth.



Verses 4b to 10: Importance of khecari
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durlabha khecart vidya tadabhyaso ‘pi durlabhah (4b)
abhyasam melanam caiva yugapannaiva sidhyati
abhyasamatranirata na vindante ha melanam (5)
abhyasam labhate brahmanjanmantare kvacit

melanam tattu janmanam Satante ‘pi na labhyate (6)
abhyasam bahujanmante krtva tadbhavasadhitam
melanam labhate kascidyogi janmantare kvacit (7)

yada tu melanam yogi labhate guruvaktratah

tada tatsiddhimapnoti yadukta sastrasamtatau (8)
granthatascarthatascaiva melanam labhate yada

tada sivatvamapnoti nirmuktah sarvasamsrteh (9)
sastram vinapi samboddhum guravo ‘pi na saknuyuh
tasmatsudurlabhataram labhyam sastramidam mune (10)

Anvay |
vidya khecart: vidya [of] khecarT; durlabha: difficult to attain; tat-abhyasah:
its practice; api: also; durlabhah: difficult to attain; abhyasam ca melanam:
practice and melana; na sidhyati: are not accomplished; yugapat: at the same
time; niratah: those intent on; abhydsa-matra: practice alone; na vindante |
melanam: do not gain melana; labhate: one obtains; abhyasam: practice;
brahman: o Brahman; kvacit: at some time; janmantare: in another life; tu:
but; na labhyate melanam: one does not attain melana; api: even; satante
janmanam: after a hundred lives; krtva: having performed; abhyasam:



practice; bahu-janmante: through many births; tat-bhavasadhitam: perfected
it; kascit yogr: a yogin; labhate melanam: attains melana; kvacit: at some
time; janmantare: in a future birth; yada yogt labhate melanam: if a yogin
attains melana; guru-vaktratah: from the mouth of the guru; tada apnoti: then
he obtains; tat-siddhim: that siddhi; yadukta: spoken of; sastra-samtatau: in
the eternal sacred teachings; yada labhate melanam: if he attains melana;
arthatah: through its meaning; granthatah: in books; tada apnoti: then he
reaches; $ivatvam: Siva; nirmuktah: freed from; sarva-samsrteh: all
reincarnations; api guravah: even gurus; na saknuyuh: may not be able to;
samboddhum: have this knowledge; vina sastram: without the sacred books;
tasmat: therefore; mune: o Sage; idam sastram: this teaching;
sudurlabhataram: very difficult to acquire.

Translation

The vidya [of] khecar [is] difficult to attain; its practice [is] also difficult to
attain. Practice and melana are not accomplished at the same time. Those
[who are] intent on practice alone do not gain melana. One obtains the
practice, o Brahman, at some time in another life, but one does not attain
melana even after a hundred lives. Having performed the practice through
many births [and] perfected it, a yogin attains melana at some time in a future
birth. If a yogin attains melana from the mouth of the guru, then he obtains
that siddhi spoken of in the eternal sacred teachings. If he attains melana
through its meaning in books, then he reaches Siva [and is] freed from all
reincarnations. Even gurus may not be able to have this knowledge without
the sacred books. Therefore, o Sage, this teaching [is] very difficult to
acquire.

Commentary

One may wonder why so much importance and respect were given by the
yogis of old to this one practice of yoga. On closer examination, however,
one can see that the experience of khecari is indeed difficult to attain; even
the practice is difficult to attain. Of course, the raja yoga version can be done
by anyone. Folding the tongue back, so that the tip reaches inward towards
the throat cavity, has a calming and introverting effect on the mind. But the
hatha yoga method is not so easily achieved; it requires sacrifice and years of
practice. The tongue must be gradually cut and stretched, until it can reach up
into the nasal cavity, blocking the downward flow of the nectar and the
connection of ajfia cakra with the lower centres.



So, the practice of khecari is one thing, and the melana, ‘union’ or ‘coming
together’ that is achieved by establishing the position of the tongue at ajfia
cakra, is quite another. This union is also the definition of yoga, the union of
the individual mind and consciousness with the supreme. Khecari vidya
brings about this union by the activation of ajfia cakra with the inverted and
raised position of the tongue. However, the practice and the melana, or union,
are not accomplished simultaneously. In fact, those who focus on perfecting
the practice alone, do not attain the melana, or union. Khecart is said to be so
difficult that, although one may learn the practice in this life or in another
life, the union or perfection is not acquired, even after one hundred lifetimes.

However, having performed the practice, and perfecting it over many births,
the yogi will attain the union in a future birth. Another way to attain this
melana, or union, is from the mouth of the guru, who has himself realised it.
When the union is conveyed to the worthy disciple in this way, then he
attains that spiritual power spoken of in the eternal sacred teachings. This
melana, or union, may also be conveyed through its meaning in books. Then
the yogi reaches Siva, universal consciousness, and is freed from all further
rebirths or incarnations. Even the gurus, self-realised masters, may not be
able to acquire this knowledge without the sacred books. Therefore, this
teaching is considered very difficult to attain.



Verses 11 to 16a: How to acquire this knowledge
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yavanna labhyate sastram tavadgam paryatedyatih
yada samlabhyate sastram tada siddhih kare sthita (11)
na sastrena vina siddhirdrsta caiva jagattraye
tasmanmelanadataram sastradataramacyutam (12)
tadabhyasapradataram sivam matva samasrayet
labdhva sastramidam mahyamanyesam na prakasayet (13)
tasmdatsarvaprayatnena gopanaiyam vijaanata

yatraste ca gururbrahmandivyayogapradayakah (14)
tatra gatva ca tenoktavidyam samgrhya khecharim
tenoktah samyagabhyasam kuryadavatandritah (15)
anaya vidyaya yogi khecarisiddhibhagbhavet (16a)

Anvay

yatih: ascetic; gam paryatet: should go wandering; yavat tavat: for as long as;
na labhyate: he does not have; sastram: knowledge; yada: when; | |
samlabhyate sastram: he does obtain the knowledge; tada: then; siddhih
sthita: siddhi is firmly; kare: in his hand; tasmat: therefore; acyutam:
Imperishable One; sastra-dataram: giving the teachings; melana-dataram:
readily gives melana; samdsrayet sivam: he seeks refuge in Siva; matva:
regarding; abhyasa-pradataram: bestower of the practice; labdhva idam
sastram: having obtained this teaching; mahyamani: from the highly
honoured ones; na prakasayet: he should not reveal; esam: to others; tasmat:
therefore; iyam vijfianata: this deep knowledge; sarva-prayatnena: with
every effort; gopana: should be kept secret; brahman: o Brahman; gatva
tatra: having gone there; yatra-aste: where dwells; guruh: guru; pradayakabh:



imparts; divya-yoga: divine yoga; ca: and; samgrhya: having comprehended;
khecharim vidyam: khechari vidya; tena-ukta: expressed by him; adau-
atandritah: undaunted right from the start; kuryat: one should do; abhyasam:
practice; samyak: correctly; tena-uktah: as described by him; anaya vidyaya:
through this knowledge; yogr: yogin; khecari-siddhi-bhag-bhavet: may
become part of the siddhi of khecar.

Translation

An ascetic should go wandering for as long as he does not have [this]
knowledge. When he does obtain the knowledge, then the siddhi is firmly in
his hand. Without this knowledge, the siddhi cannot be manifested in the
three worlds. Therefore [it is] the imperishable one [who], giving the
teachings, readily gives melana. [The yogin] seeks refuge in Siva, regarding
[him as] the bestower of the practice. Having obtained this teaching from the
highly honoured ones, he should not reveal [it] to others. Therefore this deep
knowledge should, with every effort, be kept secret. O Brahman, having gone
there where dwells a guru [who] imparts the divine yoga, and having
comprehended the khecart vidya expressed by him, one should, undaunted
right from the start, do the practice correctly as described by him. Through
this knowledge, the yogin may become part of the siddhi of khecart.

Commentary

Khecart vidya in its full form is not intended for the worldly-minded
practitioner, because cutting the tongue assures that communication with the
world will also be cut. Therefore, the yati, or ascetic, who is disengaged from
the activities of the world, should go wandering from place to place, until he
acquires this knowledge. The imperishable one, being firmly established in
the unchanging reality, who gives the teachings on this vidya, also readily
gives the melana.

When the yogi obtains this knowledge, spiritual power will be firmly in his
hand. Without this knowledge, however, spiritual power cannot be
manifested in the three worlds.

The yogi, who has received this knowledge, should take refuge in Siva,
regarding him as the bestower of the practice. Having received this deep
knowledge from the highly honored ones, he should make every effort to
keep it secret and avoid revealing it to others for any reason. Having reached
the dwelling place of a guru, who imparts this divine yoga, one should listen
carefully to the khecar1 vidya taught by him. Afterwards, one should find a



suitable place and, undaunted right from the start, perform the practice
correctly, as described by him. Through this knowledge, the yogi may
become part of the powerful tradition of khecar1 vidya.



Verses 16b to 18a: Khecari bija
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khecarya khecarim yunjankhecaribijapiiraya (16b)
khecaradhipatirbhiitva khecaresu sada vaset
khecaravasatham vahnimambumandala bhiisitam (17)
akhyatam khecaribijam tena yogah prasidhyati (18a)

Anvay

puraya: having expanded; khecari-bija: bija of khecarT; yunjan: by uniting;
khecarim: khecarl; khecarya: with the energy of khecart; bhiitva: he becomes;
khecaradhi-patih: Lord of the Khecaras; vaset: lives; sada: forever;
khecaresu: amongst them (the Khecaras); khecari-bijam: khecart bija;
akhyatam: is described as; khecara-avasatham: abode of the Khecaras;
bhiisitam: adorned; mandala: circle; vahnim-ambu: fire and water; tena:
through this; yogah prasidhyati: yoga is perfected.

Translation

Having expanded the bija of khecarT by uniting khecart with the energy of

khecart, he becomes Lord of the Khecaras and lives forever amongst them.
Khecari-bija is described as the abode of the khecaras [and is] adorned [like]
a circle [of] fire and water. Through this, yoga is perfected.

Commentary

The bija mantra, or seed sound, of khecari is hrim. This bija is expanded by
uniting the practice of khecart with the energy of khecari, which is the
kundalini sakti. This means that with the perfection of khecari, the practice
itself becomes the final ascending energy of kundalini, as she rises from
visuddhi cakra to pierce lalana, the nectar center behind the throat, and then
ascends to ajiia cakra at the mid-brain. The yogi, who becomes established in
the perfected state of khecari, having thus awakened ajfia, becomes lord of
khecaras, and resides in the unconditioned state of consciousness all the time.

The khecari bija, hrim, is described here as the abode of the khecaras. This
means that the mantra is compounded from the sound ha, which represents
the element of space, and khecara means one who roams, cara, in the khe,

sky or space. The ra or ‘repha’ sound is the state of fire, and the 7 sound is



adorned with the space of the moon (i.e. the bindu or anusvara placed above
the letter to indicate the m sound). In this way, the khecart bija, hrim, which
grants perfection in yoga, is formed.



Verses 18b to 21a: Esoteric details of the practice
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somamsanavakam varnam pratilomena coddharet (18b)
tasmattryamsakamakhyatamaksaram candrarupakam
tasmadapyastamam varnam vilomena param mune (19)
tatha tatparamam viddhi tadadirapi panicamit

indosca bahubhinne ca kiito ‘yam parikirtitah (20)
gurupadesalabhyam ca sarvayogaprasiddhidam (21a)

Anvay

navakam: ninth; soma-amsa: phase of the moon; uddharet: should be
prounced; pratilomena: in reverse; tasmat: then; akhyatam: it is told; |
aksaram: sound; tri-amsakam: three phases; candra-riipakam: form of the
moon; tasmat-api: then also; astamam varnam: eighth sound; vilomena: in
the opposite direction; param: supreme; mune: o Sage; viddhi: know; tat-
paramam: it is supreme; tat-adih: its beginning; paficamr: fifth; ca: and;
ayam parikirtitah: this is said; kutah: peak; indoh: of the moon; bahu-bhinne:
in its great part; idam: this; prasiddhi: success in; sarva-yoga: all yogas;
labhyam: is to be gained; guru-upadesa: through instruction by the guru.
Translation

The ninth sound [of] the phase of the moon should be pronounced in reverse.
Then it is told [there is] a sound [made of] three phases [of] the form of the
moon. Then also the eighth sound [pronounced] in the opposite direction [is]
supreme, o Sage. Know [that] it is supreme [and] its beginning [is] the fifth,
and this is said [to be] the peak of the moon in its great part. This [which
gives] success in all yogas is to be gained through instruction by the guru.

Commentary

In order to reveal the precise meaning and method of practice referred to in
the above verses, initiation of a guru in the khecara tradition must be sought.
That teaching, which gives success in all yogas, is to be gained through direct
instruction from the guru.



Verses 21b to 24a: Benefits of the khecari mantra
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yattasya dehaja maya niruddhakaranasraya (21b)
svapne ‘pi na labhettasya nityam dvadasajapyatah
ya imam pafica laksani japedapi suyantritah (22)
tasya Srikhecarisiddhih svayameva pravartate
nasyanti sarvavighnani prasidanti ca devatah (23)
valipalitanasasca bhavisyati na samsayah (24a)

Anvay

tasya japyatah: whoever repeats; dvadasa: twelve; nityam: every day; na
labhet: does not get; api svapne: even in sleep; maya dehaja: maya born of
the body; asraya: source; niruddha-karana: hidden actions; api suyantritah:
and he who is self-disciplined; japet: repeats; imam: this; pafica laksani: five
hundred thousand times; tasya: to him; srikhecari-siddhih: siddhi of the
glorious khecar; pravartate: comes forth; svayameva: spontaneously; sarva-
vighnani: all obstructions; nasyanti: disappear; ca: and; devatah: devas;
prasidanti: rejoice; ca: and; na samsayah: without doubt; bhavisyati: there
will be; sah: elimination of; vali-palitana: wrinkles and grey hair.
Translation

Whoever repeats [this] twelve [times] every day does not get even in sleep
the maya [which is] born of the body [and] the source [of] hidden actions.
And he who is self-disciplined repeats this five hundred thousand times, to
him the siddhi of the glorious khecari comes forth spontaneously. All
obstructions disappear and the devas rejoice; and without doubt there will be
elimination of wrinkles and grey hair.

Commentary

The yogi, who repeats the khecart mantra, described in the previous verses
twelve times daily, is freed from the bondage of maya, which is born of the
body, and the source of all the hidden samskara and karma. The word maya
means ‘measured’. The spirit or soul of a person, being formless and
timeless, is immeasurable and eternal. But when the spirit is born in a



material body, it becomes bound by the physical form and its attributes,
which are measurable and limited by time. Repetition of the khecarl mantras
frees the practitioner from this bondage, even in the state of sleep and dream,
which is very difficult to control, even for a yogi.

The disciplined yogi, who is able to repeat these mantras 500,000 times, will
acquire the siddhi of khecari spontaneously. All obstructions on the path of
khecar1 sadhana will be removed for him, and the divine beings rejoice in this
attainment. These effects will also be experienced on the physical plane.
There will be rejuvenation of the body and elimination of grey hair and
wrinkles, without a doubt.



Verses 24b to 27: Necessity of practice
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evam labdhva mahavidyamabhyasam karayettatah (24b)
anyatha klisyate brahmanna siddhih khecaripathe
yadabhyasavidhau vidyam na labhedyah sudhamayim (25)
tatah sammelakadau ca labdhva vidyam sada japet
nanyatha rahito brahmanna kimcitsiddhibhagbhavet (26)
yadidam labhyate sastram tada vidyam samasrayet
tatastadoditam siddhimasu tam labhate munih (27)

Anvay

labdhva: having obtained; mahavidyam: great knowledge; tatah: then;
karayet: one should do; abhyasam: practice; anyatha: otherwise; brahman: o
Brahman; klisyate: one will suffer; na: without; siddhih: siddhi; khecari-
pathe: on the path of khecari; yah na labhet: whoever does not gain; I
sudhamayim vidyam: nectar-like knowledge; yat-abhyasa-vidhau: through
this cleansing practice; labdhva vidyam: having gained it (the knowledge);
sammelaka-adau: at the beginning of melana; japet: should repeat; sada:
forever; na-anyatha: if not; brahman: o Brahman; rahitah: who is lacking; na
bhavet: does not get; kimcit-siddhi-bhag: even a small part of siddhi; yadi: if;
labhyate: he obtains; idam sastram: this teaching; tada: then; samasrayet: he
should practise; vidyam: knowledge; tatah: then; munih: sage; asu: quickly;
labhate: obtains; tam siddhim: that siddhi; uditam: handed down.

Translation

Having obtained this great knowledge, one should then do the practice.
Otherwise, o Brahman, one will suffer without [gaining] siddhi on the path of
khecari. Whoever does not gain this nectar-like knowledge through this
cleansing practice, having gained it at the beginning of melana, should repeat
it forever. If not, o Brahman, who is lacking it, does not get even a small part
of siddhi. If he obtains this teaching, then he should practise its knowledge.
Then the sage quickly obtains that siddhi handed down [to him].



Commentary

The khecarl mantras are the prelude to the practice of khecari mudra. They
set up the conducive vibrations within and all around the yogi, which allow
this revered practice to be performed successfully. Therefore, the yogi who
has acquired the knowledge of khecar1 and repeated the specific mantras,
should go on to perform the actual practice. Otherwise, one will continue to
suffer on the wheel of birth and death, without ever gaining the ultimate
liberation through the perfection of khecart.

The knowledge of khecart has been held in highest esteem from ancient
times. Therefore, it remained secret, and was known to very few masters,
who could pass it down in its entirety. For this reason, it is said that one who
receives the direct experience of khecar, even without the hidden knowledge
of its background or mantras, should continue to practice it always.
Otherwise, in the absence of khecari, the yogi will not attain even a fraction
of perfection. The yogi, who is fortunate to receive this teaching, should
practise it. Then he will quickly obtain the perfection of yoga, which has been
handed down to him.



Verses 28 to 37a: Method of khecari
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talumilam samutkrsya saptavasaramatmavit
svaguruktaprakarena malam sarvam visodhayet (28)
snuhipatranibham sastram sutiksnam snigdhanirmalam
samdadaya tatastena romamatram samucchinet (29)
hitva saindhavapathyabhyam curnitabhyam prakarsayet
punah saptadine prapte romamatram samucchinet (30)
evam kramena sanmasam nityodyuktah samacaret
sanmasadrasanamulam sirabaddham pranasyati (31)
atha vagisvaridhama siro vastrena vestayet
sanairutkarsayedyogr kalavelavidhanavit (32)
punah sanmasamadtrena nityam samgharsananmune
bhriimadhyavadhi capyeti tiryakkarnabilavadhih (33)
adhasca cubukam miilam prayati kramacarita
punah samvatsaranam tu trtiyadeva lilaya (34)
kesantamiirdhvam kramati tiryaksakhavadhirmune
adhastatkanthakiipantam punarvarsatrayena tu (35)
brahmarandhram samavrtya tisthedeva na samsayah




tiryak culitalam yati adhah kanthabilavadhi (36)
sanaih sanairmastakdacca mahavajrakapatabhit (37a)

Anvay

samutkrsya: having drawn up; talu-miilam: root of the palate; atmavit:
knower of atman; sapta-vasaram: for seven days; visodhayet: should clear;
sarvam malam: every impurity; prakarena: in the way; svaguru-ukta:
described by his guru; nirmalam: clean; snigdha: oiled; sutiksnam: sharp;
sastram: knife; nibham: resembling; snuhi-patra: leaf of the snuhi plant;
tatah: then; samadaya tena: with it; samucchinet: he should cut off; roma-
matram: size of a hair; prapte sapta-dine: when he has completed the seventh
day; punah: again; samucchinet: he should cut off; roma-matram: size of a
hair; evam: soj; nitya-udyuktah: having made constant effort; samacaret: he
should continue; kramena: steadily; san-masat: in six months; rasana-
miilam: root of the organ of taste; Sira-baddham: attached to the head;
pranasyati: is destroyed; atha yogr: then the yogin; kala-vela-vidhana-vit:
who knows the right time and method; vestayet: should enclose; vastrena:
with cloth; Sirah: head; dhama: mighty; vak-isvart: Lord of Speech; sanaih:
slowly; utkarsayet: elevating; punah: again; nityam samgharsanat: through
daily friction; san-masa-matrena: for a period of six months; mune: o Sage;
apyeti: it reaches; bhriumadhya-avadhi: up to the eyebrow centre; ca: and;
tiryak: sideways; karna-bila-avadhih: up to the opening of the ears; ca
adhah: and then; krama-carita: gradually set in motion; prayati: it proceeds
to; miilam: root; cubukam: chin; tu punah: then again; trtiyat samvatsaranam:
after the third year; kramati: it progresses to; lilaya: easily; irdhvam:
upwards; kesantam: where the hair meets the forehead; tiryak: sideways;
sakha-avadhih: up to the aperture at the top back of the head; mune: o Sage;
adhastat: downwards to; kantha-kiipantam: throat-pit; punah-varsa-trayena:
in another three years; brahmarandhram samavrtya: having reached
brahmarandhra; na samsayah: without doubt; tisthet-eva: it remains there;
yati: it goes to; tiryak: sideways; ciili-talam: beneath the crest of hair; adhah:
downwards; kantha-kupantam-avadhi: right to the throat-pit; ca sanaih
sanaih: and very slowly; maha-vajra-kapatabhit: through the great
adamantine doors; mastakat: of the skull.

Translation

Having drawn up [the tongue from] the root of the palate, the knower of
atman should for seven days clear every impurity [from it] in the way
described by his guru. [He should take] a clean, oiled and sharp knife



resembling the leaf of the snuhi plant, then with it [make a] cut the size of a
hair. He should quickly apply [it] with crushed rock-salt and sea-salt. When
he has completed the seventh day, he should again cut off [a piece] the size of
a hair. So, having made constant effort, he should continue steadily. In six
months the root of the organ of taste attached to the head is destroyed. Then
the yogin who knows the right time and method should enclose with cloth the
head [of] the mighty Lord of Speech, slowly elevating [it]. Again through
daily friction for a period of six months, o Sage, it reaches up to the eyebrow
centre and sideways up to the opening of the ears. And then, gradually set in
motion, it proceeds to the root [of] the chin. Then again, after the third year, it
progresses easily upwards to where the hair meets the forehead, [then]
sideways up to shakha, the aperture at the top back of the head, o Sage, [and]
downwards to the throat-pit. In another three years, having reached
brahmarandhra, it without doubt remains there. It goes sideways to beneath
the crest of hair, downwards right to the throat-pit and very slowly through
the great adamantine doors of the skull.

Technique

Stage one, purifying the tongue: The tongue should first be cleaned with a
tooth brush or a metal tool, called a tongue scraper. This should be done daily
in the early morning to clear away all impurities. Next the tongue may be
oiled, massaged and pulled in order to loosen it from the root or base of the
mouth. This initial purification should be performed daily for at least 7 days.

Stage two, preliminary practice: Sit in a comfortable meditative asana with
the back straight. Head neck and shoulders should be in alignment with the
back. The hands should be placed on the knees in chin or jnana mudra. Relax
the whole body and close the eyes. Fold the tongue upward and backward, so
that the lower surface lies in contact with the roof of the mouth. Stretch the
tip of the tongue back towards the opening of the throat. Hold the position
with the tongue as far back as comfortable. Breathe slowly and deeply. When
the tongue becomes tired, release and relax it. Then repeat the practice.

Stage three, cutting the frenum: Using a clean, oiled and sharp knife or razor,
make a tiny incision into the frenum, no larger than the width of a hair.
Quickly apply crushed rock salt or sea salt to the cut. After seven days, when
the cut has healed over, make another hair width incision. Continue in the
same way steadily for six months, until the root of the tongue that attaches it
to the base of the mouth, is severed.



Stage four, elongating the tongue externally: Fold a small cloth around the
tongue and slowly begin to manipulate it. Pull gently on the tongue and
stretch it outward and upward. Continue this practice daily. After a period of
six months, the tip of the tongue will reach upward to the eyebrow center,
sideways to the opening of the ears, and downward to the base of the chin.
After three years, with regular practice, the tongue will easily reach upward
to where the hairline meets the forehead, sideways to the top back of the
head, where the brahmins keep a tuft, and downward to the throat-pit.

Stage five, rotating the tongue internally: Manually insert the tongue into the
aperture at the back of the throat and begin to feed it upward internally. After
another three years, the tip of the tongue will reach the brahmarandhra, at the
crown of the head, where the fontanelle is located. It will remain there,
without a doubt, for as long as one chooses. The tongue will also move
sideways to the point beneath the crest of hair, and very slowly right down
through the doors of the skull to the throat-pit.



Verses 37b to 40a: Practise slowly
qd sTorgd <] JIRSATAT TTfdgerH | 3,
T S5 Pald g1 TR HAT |
PYiad DI Yagaiiagad | 3¢

purvam bijayuta vidya hyakhyata yatidurlabha (37b)

tasyah sadangam kurvatam taya satsvarabhinnaya
kuryadevam karanyasam sarvasiddhyadihetave (38)
sanairevam prakartavyamabhydasam yugapannahi
yugapadvartate yasya Sariram vilayam vrajet (39)
tasmdcchanaih sanaih karyamabhyasam munipungava (40a)

Anvay

vidya bija-yuta: knowledge concerning the seed sound; akhyata: was
explained; purvam: previously; yati hi durlabha: is indeed extragrdinarys;|
kurvatam: one should do; sat-anngam: six parts; tasyah: of this; taya sat-
svara-bhinnaya: through its six different tones; kuryat: one should do;
karanyasam: mystic hand movements; hetave: for the purpose of; sarva-
siddhi-adi: all the first siddhis; evam abhyasam: this practice; prakartavyam:
should be prepared; sanaih: slowly; na yugapat: not all at the same time; hi:
since; Sariram: body; yasya: which; vartate: practises; yugapat: all at once;
vilayam vrajet: quickly decomposes; tasmat: therefore; abhyasam: practice;
karyam: should be done; sanaih sanaih: very gradually; munipungava: o
Esteemed Sage.

Translation

The knowledge concerning the seed sound, [which] was explained
previously, is indeed extraordinary. One should do the six parts of this
[vidya] through its six different tones. One should do mystic hand
movements for the purpose of [attaining] all the first siddhis. This practice
should be prepared slowly [and] not all at the same time, since the body
which practises [it] all at once quickly decomposes. Therefore, the practice
should be done very gradually, o Esteemed Sage.

Commentary
Khecart is the main yoga practice found in the yoga upanisads. Today, only
the first two stages described in the previous section are generally practised



and taught. However, when undertaken in its full form each stage of khecart
needs to be done slowly and methodically, under the guidance of an
experienced master. The meaning of the word khecarf is very relevant here.
One who perfects this practice is able to roam freely in the vast sky of
consciousness, unfettered by worldly associations and limitations. In this
sense, khecarT is synonymous with moksa, because it bestows liberation on its
practitioners.

Liberation means to soar free from the bondage, the karma, the gravitational
pull of the material world. However, the full practice of khecarT is not
intended for those who are actively engaged in the world, because the
faculties of speech and swallowing are seriously obstructed. Khecar redirects
the energy of visuddhi cakra back upward to the field of consciousness,
before it falls down into the lower centres and becomes identified or
associated with the external world. As long as the full form of khecart is
maintained, one is able to roam freely in the vast sky of consciousness
without any mental disturbance or dissipation.



Verses 40b to 44a: Last stage of khecari

SMEEIRLEASRIERIEN Ql\rlcl | %o
dal SR Serg;

Wwﬁ@mﬁé@mxm
Qaaﬂa;ré%cdlwglmﬁmﬁh

S x3 |
TG 9 By 99 Fear 2 B aHd 18%)
tada ca bahyamargena jihva brahmabilam vrajet (40b)
tada brahmargalam brahmandurbhedyam tridasanairapi
angulyagrena samghrsya jihvamatram nivesayet (41)
evam varsatrayam krtva brahmadvaram pravisyati
brahmadvare praviste tu samyanmathanamdcaret (42)
mathanena vina kificitsadhayanti vipascitah
khecarimantrasiddhasya sidhyam mathanena vina (43)
japam ca mathanam caiva krtva sighram phalam labhet (44a)

Anvay

tada: then; jihva: tongue; vrajet: moves to; brahmabilam: brahmarandhra;
bahya-margena: through the outer path; ca tada: and then; samghrsya: |
having been rubbed; angulyagrena: with the finger-tip; brahmargalam: bolt
of Brahma; durbhedyam: is difficult to be pierced; api: even; brahman
tridasanaih: by the gods; nivesayet: enters; jihva-matram: space of the
tongue; krtva evam: having done this; varsa-trayam: for three years;
pravisyati: it moves through; brahma-dvaram: entrance to Brahma; tu: now;
praviste: having moved through; brahma-dvare: entrance to Brahma;
mathanam-dacaret: it performs rubbing, churning; samyak: perfectly;
vipascitah: inspired people; kificit: sometimes; sadhayanti: reach the goal;
mathanena vina: without rubbing or churning; khecari-mantra-siddhasya:
whoever masters khecarl mantra; sidhyam: may attain; mathanena vina:
without churning; labhet: one obtains; phalam: fruits; sSighram: quickly;
krtva: by doing; japam ca mathanam ca: both repetition of mantra and
churning.

Translation
Then the tongue moves to the brahmarandhra through the outer path. And
then, having been rubbed with the finger-tips, the tongue enters the bolt of



Brahma, [which] is difficult to be pierced even by the gods. Having done this
for three years, it moves through to the entrance to Brahma. Now, having
moved through to the entrance to Brahma, it performs churning perfectly.
Inspired people sometimes reach the goal without churning. Whoever masters
khecarl mantra may attain without churning. One obtains the fruits quickly by
doing both repetition of mantra and churning.

Commentary

These verses describe stage five of the practice given in the previous section.
This stage can only be applied after the frenum has been gradually cut and
the tongue elongated in the systematic manner detailed above. Then the
tongue is massaged with the fingertips and pushed methodically inward and
upward through the outer path, ie. the opening at the back of the throat. When
the elongated tongue reaches ajiia cakra, at the mid-brain, the yogi
experiences the ‘bolt of brahma’, allowing him to transcend the mind and
enter the space of consciousness. This space is highly revered and is said to
be difficult to attain, even by the gods.

After performing this practice on a regular basis for three years, the tongue
moves further upward to the brahmarandhra, at the top back of the head,
where the fontanelle is located. This point is also known as bindu cakra, from
which the spirit descends into the body before birth and leaves the body at the
time of death. In the above verses this point is called the ‘entrance to
Brahma’, because it represents the source of individual consciousness and
creation. Beyond this point there is nothing: no name, no form, no ideation,
only brahman, ever expanding cosmic consciousness, pure and absolute.

Now, having reached the brahmarandhra, at the top back of the head, the
tongue performs perfect and spontaneous churning in order to gain access to
the cosmic consciousness beyond. Some yogis may reach this pinnacle, even
without churning. It is said that whoever masters the khecarl mantra may
attain this state without churning. However, one obtains the goal more
quickly by utilising both the repetition of the mantra and the churning.



Verses 44b to 49: Sutra neti, adjunct to khecari
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svarnajam raupyajam vapi lohajam va salakikam (44b)
niyojya nasikarandhram dugdha siktena tantuna
pranannirudhya hrdaye sukhamasanamatmanah (45)
sanaih sumathanam kuryadbhriimadhye nyasya caksust
sanmasam mathanavastha bhavenaiva prajayate (46)
yatha susuptirbalanam yatha bhavastatha bharet

na sada mathanam sastam mase samacaret (47)

sada rasanaya yogi margam na parisamkramet

evam dvadasavarsante samsiddhirbhavati dhruva (48)
sarire sakalam visvam pasyantyatmavibhedatah
brahmando ‘yam mahamargo rajadantordhvakundali (49)

Anvay | I
niyojya: having attached to; salakikam: thin rod; svarnajam: made of gold;
raupyajam: made of silver; va api: or even; lohajam: made of iron;
nasikarandhram: nostrils; tantuna: by means of a thread; siktena dugdha:
impregnated with milk; pranat-nirudhya: holding the breath; hrdaye: in the
heart; atmanah: self; sukham-asanam: comfortable position; nyasya:
focusing; caksust: eyes; bhriimadhye: on the eyebrow centre; sanaih: slowly;
kuryat: one should perform; sumathanam: auspicious mathana; sanmdsam: in
six months; mathana-avastha: state of mathana; prajayate bhavena: comes
naturally; yatha: just like; susuptih-balanam: sleep of children; bharet: is
maintained; samdcaret: one should practise; na sada: not always; sastam
mathanam: excellent mathana; mase: [every] month; yogi: yogin; na sada
parisamkramet: should not always revolve; rasanaya: tongue; margam: path;



dvadasa-varsante: after twelve years; bhavati dhruva: there is sure;
samsiddhih: attainment of siddhis; sakalam visvam: whole universe; pasyanti:
is seen; Sarire: in the body; atma-vibhedatah: not distinct from the atman;
ayam maha-margabh: this great path; tirdhvakundalr: ascending kundalini;
rdjadanta: infinite ruler; brahmandah: cosmos.

Translation

Having attached a thin rod made of gold, silver or even iron to the nostrils by
means of a thread impregnated with milk, holding the breath in the heart, the
self [in] a comfortable position [and] focusing the eyes on the eyebrow
centre, one should slowly perform the auspicious mathana. In six months, the
state of mathana comes naturally, just like the state of sleep in children is
maintained. One should not always practise [this] excellent mathana [every]
month. The yogin should not always revolve his tongue [on] the path. After
twelve years there is sure [to be] attainment of siddhis. The whole universe is
seen in the body [as] indistinct from the atman. This great path [of] ascending
kundalini is the infinite ruler [of] the cosmos.

Commentary

The practice of siitra neti, cleansing the nostrils with a thread, is described
here, as an adjunct to khecarl mudra. Sttra neti will help to rebalance and
open the pranic pathways of ida and pingala, removing any obstruction of air
or prana in these flows. The left nostril corresponds to the physical
termination point of ida nadi, and the right nostril to the physical termination
of pingala nadi. Ida controls the mental energy and pingala the vital. When
these two major channels are in equilibrium, the third and most important
channel, susumna, which controls the spiritual force, opens. Without the
opening of susumna, the highest stage of khecari, described above, is
impossible to attain.

Technique

Stage one, preparing the sttra: Cut a length of silken thread, about one and a
half meters long, to be used for the practice. Attach a thin rod made of gold,
silver, or iron, at the midpoint of the thread. Heat some beeswax in a spoon,
over a flame, and apply it to one end of the thread. Allow the wax to dry and
harden. Soak the thread just below the beeswax, along with the attached rod,
in a bowl of milk for a few minutes, before beginning the practice of siitra
neti.

Stage two, awareness of body and breath: Sit in a comfortable meditation



position. The bowl of milk, with the thread soaking in it, should be placed in
front of you. Allow the entire body to relax in the posture from head to toe.
Leave all worries and concerns, regarding the daily life, and draw the
attention within. Focus the awareness on the breath. Practice slow rhythmic
breathing. Inhale slowly from the nostrils down to the heart. Hold the breath
at the heart for a comfortable duration. Exhale slowly from the heart back
upward to the nostrils. Establish a comfortable rhythm of the breath, while
inhaling, holding and exhaling.

Stage three, inserting the thread: Change back to normal breathing. Pick up
the end of the thread with the beeswax from the bowl in front of you. Slowly
begin to insert it into the opening of the right nostril. Push the thread upward
into the right nostril and into the opening at the back of the throat. Manoeuver
the thread, so that it passes down the throat. Then pull it out manually from
the back of the throat through the mouth.

Stage four, pulling the thread: Hold the two ends of the thread. The left hand
holds the thread coming from the mouth, and the right hand holds the thread
from the nostrils. Practice Sambhavi mudra, holding the gaze inward at the
eyebrow centre. Resume the awareness of the breath. Inhale slowly
downward from the nostrils to the heart. Hold the breath at the heart and
simultaneously pull the thread up and down, so that the rod massages the
entire length of the right nostril. This is called mathana. Rotate the thread
with the rod affixed up and down the right nostril slowly from three to five
times. Then exhale slowly back upward from the heart to the nostrils. This is
one round. Practise four more rounds. Then withdraw the thread from the
right nostril, and perform the practice in the same way through the left nostril
for five rounds.

Stage five, alternative method: You can also insert the thread up the right
nostril and pull it out through the left nostril. Hold the two ends of the thread,
with the right end from the right nostril in the right hand, and the left end
from the left nostril in the left hand. Focus the gaze at the eyebrow centre and
resume the heart breath, as described above. Perform five rounds of mathana
in this way, so that the rod massages the right nostril. Then remove the
thread. Insert the thread up the left nostril and pull it out through the right.
Perform five rounds of mathana in this way.

Stage six, spontaneous mathana: In six months the state of mathana comes
naturally and is maintained, like the state of sleep in children. This



continuous state of mathana allows the flow of ida and pingala to remain
equalised and keeps susumna open for longer durations of time. This is the
condition required for the last stage of khecari to be successful.

Precautions: However, the text further states that the yogi should not practise
this auspicious mathana every month. There must be a break for the
preservation of the vital and mental forces. The channel of susumna should
not remain open all the time. Similarly, the yogi should not practise khecarr,
revolving the tongue on the path of susumna, for continuous durations of
time.

Benefits: The yogi who is able to maintain this practice for twelve years will
surely attain siddhi, the powers of perfection. He will experience the whole
universe as atman, the pure self, within the body. The path of idrdhva, the
ascending, kundalini is the infinite ruler of the universe. It is she who creates
all existence while descending, who maintains the creation while resting at its
base, and who dissolves all creation back into her cosmic being while
ascending.
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Thus [ends] the second chapter.
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Verses 1 and 2: Auspicious days
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amavasya ca pratipatpaurnamasi ca sankara
asyah ka varnyate samjia etadakhyabhi tattvatah (1)
pratipaddinati ‘kale amavasya tathaiva ca
paurnamasyam sthirikuryatsa ca pantha hi nanyatha (2)
Anvay
$ankara: o Sankara; ka: which one; amavasya: night of the dark moon; ca: or;
pratipatpaurnamasr: beginning of the full moon; varnyate: is described as;
asyah samjna: its sign; etad: this; tattvatah: truly; akhya: name; sthiri-kuryat:
it should be established; akale: when is not the right time; pratipaddinatr:
first day of the lunar fortnight; tathaiva ca: or; amavasya: night of the new
moon; paurnamasyam: day of the full moon; sa pantha: this [is] the way; ca
nanyatha: and no other.

Translation

O Sarikara, which one, the night of the dark moon or the beginning of the full
moon, is described as its sign? This [is] truly [its] name. It should be
established when is not the right time: the first day of the lunar fortnight, or
the night of the dark moon, or the day of the full moon. This [is] the way, and
no other.

Commentary
The lunar calendar was used in ancient times and is still consulted today to



determine the best dates for initiating auspicious practices or conducting
events. The lunar calendar is based upon the monthly cycles of the phases of
the moon, in contrast to the solar calendar, which is based upon the solar
year. The lunar month is comprised of 29 days. The days of the lunar
calendar are called tithi. Each month has two cycles: 14 days waxing or Sukla
paksa, bright fortnight, and 14 days waning or krsna paksa, dark fortnight,
plus a few hours extra in-between to make up the 29 days. There are twelve
lunar cycles in one year.

Within these two cycles that occur each month, several days are considered to
be auspicious. The three days generally observed are referred to in the verses
above. The full moon day, or piirnima, occurs at the end of the waxing cycle.
This day is very powerful, and can be appreciated by all. But little is
generally known about the dark moon, or amavasya, which is the second
auspicious day. The dark moon day occurs at the end of the waning cycle,
before the beginning of the waxing cycle, when there is no conjunction
between the sun and the moon. Therefore, the moon is not visible at all
during this time. The next lunar month begins on the day of the new moon,
pratipaddinati, when the moon comes into conjunction with the sun again,
and this is the third auspicious day.

The question is asked here: which of these days is described as its sign, the
dark moon day or the first day of the new moon? These two days are often
described as one and the same, although they are actually distinct from one
another with their own attributes. It is also asked, when is it not the right time
to initiate an event or a sadhana, on the dark moon day, the new moon day, or
the full moon day? Generally, the dark moon day is auspicious for starting
tantric or esoteric practices. The new moon day is beneficial for starting
sadhanas of a universal nature. The full moon day is conducive for
conducting ceremonies and public worship.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_moon

Verses 3 and 4a: Renunciation
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kamena visayakanksi visayatkamamohitah

dvaveva samtyajennityam nirafijanamupasrayet (3)
aparam samtyajetsarvam yadicchedatmano hitam (4a)

Anvay

kankst: longing for; visaya: sensual enjoyment; kamena: because of desire;
mohitah: one is deluded by; visayat-kama: desire for sensual enjoyment;
samtyajet: one should renounce; dvau: two; nityam: forever; upasrayet: one
should devote oneself to; niranjanam: that which is stainless; aparam:
moreover; samtyajet: one should abandon; sarvam hitam: everything
pleasurable; yad icchet: which one wishes; atmanah: for oneself.

Translation

[When there is] longing for sensual enjoyment because of desire, one is
deluded by the desire for sensual enjoyment. One should renounce [these]
two [and] forever devote oneself to that which is stainless. Moreover, one
should abandon everything pleasurable, which one wishes for oneself.

Commentary

Whenever there is longing for sensual enjoyment, the mind always becomes
clouded by that desire. Longing and desire for sensual experience create
endless waves in the mind, which aggravate and disturb it, making sadhana
impossible. The longing will continue on in the mind, long after the practice
is over, causing tumult and unrest, until it is fulfilled. Even after satisfying
the desire, however, there is no respite, for another desire will immediately
replace it. Hence, desire, longing and satisfaction form a continual cycle,
which bind one to the world. There can be no liberation in this life for one
whose mind is set upon following desires.

Therefore, the yogi who wishes to dedicate himself to a regular practice must
first free the mind of all hankering and longing for external things. The
sadhaka must develop sensory control to such a degree that as soon as the
thoughts start to wander into areas of desire, he or she is able to bring it back
immediately and focus on the practice at hand and the inner goal to be
achieved. There must be a clear distinction between sensory satisfaction and
self realisation. One must be determined to sacrifice the former in order to



achieve the latter.

The yogi must be prepared to renounce desire and longing for sensory
experience forever, in order to devote himself completely to that which is
stainless and permanent. There is no external person, place or object that can
be considered absolutely pure. All material existence is impermanent and
impure, because it is bound by the elements and influenced by time and
space. What then can be considered stainless in this world? Only the pure
consciousness, which is unbound and unaffected by the trammels of life.

Therefore, in order to become a yogi, one must abandon all pleasures,
especially those which one wishes for oneself, and focus on attaining the
absolute consciousness. It is interesting to note that the pleasures and welfare
that one may wish or seek for others have a different effect on the mind.
Wishing others well has a calming and expansive effect, generating love and
good will all around. Even a renunciate should practise it in order to bring
peace to the world. The fruits of sadhana may also be dedicated in this way
for the happiness and welfare of all beings.

Verses 4b to 7a: Manas and sakti
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saktimadhye manah krtva manah Saktesca madhyagam (4b)
manasa mana alokya tattyajetparam padam
mana eva hi bindusca utpattisthitikaranam (5)
manasotpadyate binduryatha ksiram ghrtatmakam
na ca bandhanamadhyastham tadve karanamanasam (6)
candrarkamadhyama saktiryatrastha tatra bandhanam (7a)

Anvay

krtva: having put; manah saktimadhye: manas within sakti; manah
madhyagam sakteh: manas being amongst Sakti; ca alokya: and viewed;
manah manasa: manas through manas; tyajet: one leaves; tat param padam:
this highest stage; hi: for; manah eva binduh: manas [is] indeed the bindu; ca:
and; karanam: cause; utpatti-sthiti: creation and continued existence; binduh
utpadyate manasa: bindu comes into existence through manas; yatha: just as;



ghrta-atmakam: ghee comes from; ksiram: milk; tat karana-manasam: its
mental cause; ve: definitely; na bandhana-madhya-stham: not situated in the
middle of bondage; bandhanam tatra: bondage [is] there; yatra Saktih stha:
where Sakti is located; candra-arka-madhyama: between the moon and the
sun.

Translation

Having put manas within sakti, manas being amongst Sakti, and viewed
manas through manas, one leaves this highest stage. For manas [is] indeed
the bindu, and the cause [of] creation and continued existence. Bindu comes
into existence through manas, just as ghee comes from milk. Its mental cause
[is] definitely not situated in the middle of bondage. Binding [is] there where
sakti is located between the moon and the sun.

Commentary

Manas and sakti are the two principles of creation. Here, manas refers to
mind in the sense of consciousness, and sakti, the eternal energy. All
existence evolves from these two. When manas functions from within Sakti,
there is creation and the different experiences of name and form and ideation.
Oneself and the world around are seen from that perspective. However, when
manas is withdrawn from sakti, ie., purusa is withdrawn from prakrti, then
all existence is seen as consciousness, manas within manas. All beings, all
worlds, all existence are only consciousness. This is said to be the absolute
truth; while the vision of manas within $akti is the relative.

Having viewed and understood these two perspectives: manas within Sakti,
and manas within manas, one leaves this highest stage of realisation.
Individual being is imminent for all those who are born. Bindu is the point or
source of manas, where being becomes manifest. So, manas is indeed bindu,
the cause of creation and continued existence. Bindu comes into existence
through manas. The point or source of being is thus an evolute of
consciousness, in the same way that butter is an evolute of milk. The
unmanifest, unbound consciousness undergoes a transformation at this point,
whereby it becomes manifest and bound. Bindu is the entry point, where
being becomes manifest, as well as the exit point, where all being is
unmanifest, formless and timeless.

The cause of consciousness is definitely not any kind of binding, fettering or
holding. Consciousness in itself is free from all bondage and limitation. The
consciousness becomes bound only when it associates with Sakti and



manifests in-between the sun and moon, in the body and mind, and in the
world of name and form.



Verses 7b to 9a: Practice of kundalini yoga
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]natva susumnam tadbhedam krtva vayum ca madhyagam (7b)
sthitvasauvaindavasthane ghranarandhre nirodhayet

vayum bindum samakhyatam sattvam prakrtimeva ca (8)

sat cakrani parijiiatva pravisetsukhamandalam (9a)

Anvay

jaatva susumnam: having known the susumna; tat-bhedam: its piercing; krtva
vayum madhyagam: moved the prana up the centre; ca sthitva: and remained;
aindava-sthane: in the site of the moon; nirodhayet: one should close;
ghranarandhre: nostrils; parijfiatva: having experienced; vayum: prana;
bindum samakhyatam: bindu as described; sattvam prakrtim: quality of
sattva; ca sat cakrani: and the six cakras; praviset: one enters; sukha-
mandalam: sphere of joy.

Translation

Having known the susumna [and] its piercing, moved the prana up the centre,
and remained in the site of the moon, one should close the nostrils. Having
experienced the prana, the bindu as described, the quality of sattva and the
six cakras, one enters the sphere of joy.

Commentary
Here the path of kundalini yoga is succinctly described in a simple and easy
formula:

The first step is to become aware of susumna nadi, located at the centre of the
spinal column, and its significance as the direct channel of the kundalini
sakti, both descending from spirit into matter and ascending from matter into
spirit.

The second step is to open the susumna by rotating the prana along with the
breath through the centre of this pathway. Inhale slowly upward from the
base of susumna at miiladhara cakra to bindu cakra at the top back of the
head, and then exhale back down from bindu to miiladhara. Imagine particles
of light or streaks of light flowing upward and downward with the breath.
You may also experience heat or cold, itching or tingling along with this



movement.

The third step is to become aware of the six major cakras and their locations
alongside the susumna. Imagine you are piercing each cakra in turn with the
sharp needle of the prana, with each ascending breath, and again with each
descending breath.

The fourth step is to practise breath retention at bindu cakra, the site of the
moon. While inhaling, rotate the breath and the prana upward through the
centre of susumna from muladhara to bindu, piercing each cakra in turn. Hold
the breath at bindu for as long as you feel comfortable. Focus on a bright
point of light there. Then exhale back down the susumna from bindu to
muladhara, again piercing each cakra point in turn.

The fifth step comes after experiencing the movement of prana in susumna
and breath retention at bindu, as described in the earlier stages. Sit quietly in
a comfortable pose and meditate on the quality of sattva, in the form of
stillness, luminosity and peace, until you enter the sphere of ananda, bliss
and joy absolute.

Verses 9b to 13: Stairway to enlightenment
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miuladhara svadhisthanam manipuram trtiyakam (9b)
anahatam visuddham ca ajiacakram ca sasthakam
adharam gudamityuktam svadhisthanam tu laingikam (10)
manipuram nabhidesam hrdayasthamanahatam
visuddhih kanthamiile ca ajfiacakram ca mastakam (11)
sat cakrani parijiiatva pravisetsukhamandale
pravisedvayumakrsya tayaivordhvam niyojayet (12)
evam samabhyasedvayum sa brahmandamayo bhavet
vayum bindum tatha cakram cittam caiva samabhyaset (13)




Anvay

muladhara: miladhara chakra; svadhisthanam: svadhisthana; manipuram:
manipura; trtiyakam: third; anahatam: anahata; visuddham: visuddhi; ca:
anus; laingikam: sexual; nabhi-desam: area of the navel; hrdayastham: placed
in the heart; visuddhih kantha-miile: visuddhi at the base of the throat; ca
ajia-cakram mastakam: and ajfia chakra in the skull; parijiatva: having
experienced; sat cakrani: six cakras; praviset: one enters; sukha-mandale:
sphere of joy; vayum-akrsya: having drawn in the breath or prana; niyojayet:
one should direct; taya tirdhvam: it upwards; sa bhavet: he becomes;
brahmandamayah: part of the cosmos; samabhyaset-vayum evam: practises
this breath control; tatha: therefore; samabhyaset: one should practise; vayum
bindum cakram ca cittam: vayu, bindu, cakras and citta.

Translation

[They are] miiladhara, svadhisthana, manipura the third, anahata, visuddhi,
and djna, the sixth. It is said the base [cakra is] in the anus, svadhisthana in
the sexual [region], manipura in the area of the navel, anahata is placed in the
heart, viSuddhi at the base of the throat, and ajiia cakra in the skull. Having
experienced the six cakras, one enters the sphere of joy. Having drawn in the
vayu, one should direct [it] upwards. He becomes part of the cosmos [who]
practises this breath control. Therefore one should practise [control of] vayu,
bindu, cakras and citta.

Commentary

These verses further elucidate the pathway of kundalin1 yoga. The principle
philosophy and practices of kundalini yoga deal with the cakras, the psychic
energy centers located alongside susumna. The six cakras, along with their
locations, are given here, as follows: (i) miiladhara at the anus or perineum,
(ii) svadhisthana in the pubic region, (iii) manipura at the navel region, (iv)
skull, at the mid-brain. Having experienced the six cakras, one enters the
sphere of joy.

Drawing in the breath and prana, one should direct it upwards through the
susumna pathway. By practising this form of breath control, the
consciousness is expanded and one becomes part of the cosmos. Otherwise,
while breathing normally, the mind is drawn outside, together with the
senses, and engages with the external affairs of the world. Therefore, one



should practise control of vayu (breath), bindu (point at top back of the head),
cakras (psychic energy centers) and citta (mind and consciousness). This is
the pathway to enlightenment, and no other.



Verses 14 to 18a: Significance of yoga, guru and sadhana
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samadhimekena samamamrtam yanti yoginah
yathagnirdarumadhyastho nottisthenmathanam vina (14)
vina cabhyasayogena jianadipastatha na hi
ghatamadhyagato dipo bahye naiva prakasate (15)

bhinne tasminghate caiva dipajvala ca bhasate

svakayam ghatamityuktam yatha dipo hi tatpadam (16)
guruvakyasamabhinne brahmajiianam sphutibhavet
karnadharam gurum prapya krtva suksmam taranti ca (17)
abhyasavasanasaktya taranti bhavasagaram (18a)

Anvay

yoginah yanti: yogins attain; samam-amrtam: pure nectar of immortality;
samadhim-ekena: through samadhi alone; yatha: just as; agnih: fire; madhyg-
sthah: inherent in; daru: timber; na uttisthet: does not rise up; vina
mathanam: without friction; tatha: so; jiiana-dipah: light of wisdom; na: not;
vind abhyasa-yogena: without the practice of yoga; dipah: light; ghata-
madhyagatah: inside a pot; na prakasate: does not shine; bahye: outside; eva:
only; tasmin-ghate bhinne: when the pot is broken; dipa-jvala: flame of light;
bhasate: is visible; iti: thus; sva-kayam: one’s body; uktam: is spoken of as;
ghatam: vessel; yatha: while; tat-padam: its cause; dipah: light; samabhinne:
when it is completely broken; guru-vakya: by the speech of the guru;
brahma-jfianam: divine wisdom of Brahma; bhavet: becomes; sphuti: clear;
prapya: having attained; krtva: made; Gurum karnadharam: guru the
helmsman; taranti: one crosses; sitksmam: subtle dimension; ca: and;
bhavasagaram: ocean of worldly existence; saktya: through the power;
vasana: desire for; abhyasa: sadhana.

Translation



Yogins attain the pure nectar of immortality through samadhi alone. Just as
the fire inherent in timber does not rise up without friction, so the light of
wisdom does not [appear] without the practice of yoga. The light inside a pot
does not shine outside. Only when the pot is broken, does the flame of light
become visible. Thus, one’s body is spoken of as the vessel, while its cause
[is] light. When it is completely broken by the speech of the guru, the divine
wisdom of Brahma becomes clear. Having attained [it and] made the guru the
helmsman, one crosses the subtle dimension and the ocean of worldly
existence through the power [of] the desire for sadhana.

Commentary

The pure nectar of immortality has been sought by renunciates, mystics and
seekers of all traditions worldwide for millennia, perhaps even from the
beginning of civilisation. But very few have had a clear notion of what this
nectar actually is, and where it is to be found. Kundalin1 yoga is a very
ancient science, belonging to the early tantras. Here, we can find the answer
to these questions in the concept of the kundalint and its entry point into the
material dimension at bindu cakra. The principle of creation was explained in
this way by the ancient seers.

When the kundalini sakti enters the point at bindu, she unleashes the flow of
life in the form of a powerful fluid, called amrta, or immortal nectar. This
amrta is the source of eternal life and, at bindu, it remains indestructible.
However, as the nectar falls down from bindu into the lower centers, its
quality and propensity changes. From visuddhi cakra, behind the throat, the
nectar becomes activated with vis, the principle of degeneration, which is
responsible for incurring disease, old age and death.

As the nectar of life drips down further from visuddhi into the lower cakras, it
is used up by the systems of the body, as well as the external activities and
associations, which the body engages with. In order to control this downward
process of dissipation and degeneration, it is necessary to redirect the nectar,
so that it merges back into the field of consciousness above visuddhi.
Through the practices of kundalin yoga, yogis were able to attain samadhi,
the transcendental state of consciousness, by raising the kundalint and
establishing the nectar in the higher centers.

When the kundalini force ascends through the cakras, it draws the nectar back
upward along with it. Hence, the mind and perception become finer and
subtler with each cakra that the kundalini passes through. This results in an



ongoing flow of wisdom and subtle perception, which the yogi is able to
access freely. In the same way that the fire inherent in wood will only arise
when adequate friction is applied, similarly the light of wisdom will only
appear in a person through the practice of yoga. Today, yoga is regarded as a
form of physical exercise. But the yogis of old regarded it as a means to
kindle the light within and thereby attain self-realisation.

The light inside a fire pot does not shine outside. The flame of light only
becomes visible outside, when the pot is broken. In this way, the physical
body is compared to the pot, but its cause is the light, burning within. When
the illusion of the pot, the identity with the body, is completely broken by the
teachings of the guru, the divine wisdom of Brahman, the ever expanding
consciousness, becomes clear. Guru is spoken of as ‘he who removes the
darkness'. Guru is thus the illumined one, for only light can remove darkness.

Having attained this wisdom, and made the guru his helmsman, the yogi
crosses the ocean of worldly existence and also the subtle existence, through
the power of and the desire for sadhana. Yoga is a vast body of systems and
practices, which can be applied by different persons at different times and in
different situations. Sadhana, on the other hand, is a specific formula of
practices, which will help the yogi to attain his or her particular goals.

Learning yoga is one stage and teaching yoga is another. But to maintain a
regular yoga practice, over a long period of time, with firm faith and
conviction, until one’s goals are achieved, is sadhana. In the absence of
sadhana, very little can be attained through the practice of yoga, even though
one may study all the principles and practices. At the end of the day, an
ounce of sadhana is better than a ton of theory. In order to maintain a regular
sadhana, one must have a disciplined lifestyle and a very powerful desire to
attain self-realisation. This desire must be more important than the
achievement of any worldly desire, status or aim.

Verses 18b to 21a: Evolution of sound and Soham
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parayamankuribhtiya pasyantyam dvidalikrta (18b)
madhyamayam mukulita vaikharyam vikasikrta
purvam yathodita ya vagvilomenastaga bhavet (19)
tasya vacah paro devah kiitastho vakprabodhakah
sohamasmiti niscitya yah sada vartate puman (20)
sabdairuccavacairnicairbhasito ‘pi na lipyate (21a)

Anvay

ya purvam udita: that aforesaid; ankuribhiiya: sprouts; parayam: in para;
dvidali-krta: makes two leaves; pasyantyam: in pasyanti; mukulita: buds;
madhyamayam: in madhyama; vikasikrta: blossoms; vaikharyam: in vaikhari;
bhavet astaga: becomes set; vilomena: by reversing this order; parah devah:
Supreme Divinity; kiita-sthah: is at the peak; vacah: of vac; yah puman:
whoever; vartate: remains; sada: always; niscitya: convinced; iti ‘soham
asmi’: that ‘I am Soham’; vac-prabodhakah: causes the vac to blossom; na
api: not even; lipyate: is affected by; uccavacaih-nicaih-sabdaih: by various
vile words; bhasitah: are spoken.

Translation

That aforesaid [vac], [which] sprouts in para, makes two leaves in pasyanti,
buds in madhyama [and] blossoms in vaikhari, becomes set by reversing this
order. The supreme divinity is at the peak of vac. Whoever remains always
convinced that ‘I am Soham’, causes the vac to blossom [and] is not even
affected by various vile words [that] are spoken.

Commentary

According to yoga philosophy, sound is the first principle of creation. In the
Bible it also says, ‘In the beginning was the word, and the word was with
God, and the word was God.’ The first sound vibration to sprout in the
supreme consciousness is known as para vac. This is the subtlest sound that
gives rise to all of creation. This pure sound produces two shoots. In
pasyanti, or mental sound, which reverberates in the mind, as we think, feel,
remember, and dream, it buds. In madhyama, the sound midway between
inside and outside, neither mental nor audible, which arises while whispering,
it blossoms. From madhyama, vaikari, or audible sound, arises. In vaikari, the
sound vibration becomes set and then the order is reversed, i.e. from vaikari,
madhyama arises, from madhyama pasyanti, and from pasyanti, para. In this
way, the entire creation goes on manifesting and dissolving itself throughout
eternity.



The supreme divinity, which we may call God, or cosmic consciousness, is
the ultimate source of vac. Whoever repeats the sound Soham asmi, I am
Soham, or I am That (supreme consciousness), with firm faith in this truth,
causes the vac or sound vibration to blossom. By hearing, thinking or
repeating this particular sound vibration, it becomes very powerful, effecting
the entire field of the person, as well as the environment all around. The field
of sound vibration pervades and sustains all existence. Altering the sound
vibration in any given object, person or place, causes changes to occur on all
dimensions within and around it. This is the power of sound. Therefore,
sound vibration may be utilised to create as well as to destroy, to protect as
well as to harm. One who repeats this sound and always remains convinced
that ‘I am Soham’ remains unaffected by the situations and conditions of life,
even by various vile words that are spoken.



Verses 21b to 26: Meditation on the atman
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visvasca taijasascaiva prajfiasceti ca te trayah (21b)
viraddhiranyagarbhasca iSvarasceti te trayah
brahmandam caiva pindandam loka bhiiradayah kramat (22)
svasvopadhilayadeva liyante pratyagatmani

andam jAandgnind taptam liyate karanaih saha (23)
paramdtmani linam tatparam brahmaiva jayate

tatah stimitagambhiram tejo na tamastatam (24)
anakhyamanabhivyaktam satkimcidavasisyate

dhyatva madhyasthamatmanam kalasantaradipavat (25)
angusthamatramatmanamadhiimajyotirtupakam
prakasayantamantasstham dhyayetkiitasthamavyayam (26)

Anvay |
te trayah: the three; visvah: waking; taijasah: dreaming; ca: and; prajnah:
deep sleep; ca te trayah: and the three; virat: entire manifest universe;
hiranyagarbhah: cosmic subtle body; ca iSvarah: supreme consciousness;
brahmandam: macrocosm; ca eva pindandam: and even the microcosm,; |
lokah: worlds; bhiih-adayah: earth and others; layat: through absorption in;
svasva-updadhi: their true attributes; liyante: are merged; pratyagatmani: into
the inner self; andam: egg; taptam: heated; jiiana-agnina: by the fire of
knowledge; liyate: is absorbed; saha karanaih: with its cause; paramatmanis:
into the supreme self; jayate linam: becomes merged in; param brahma:
supreme Brahma; tatah: then; stimita-gambhiram: still and deep; tejah na
tamah: light nor darkness; anakhyam: neither describable; anabhivyaktam:
nor distinct; dhyatva: reflect on; madhya-stham-atmanam: atman resting



within the body; dipavat: like a light; kala-antara: inside a jar; kimcit: just;
sat: essence; avasisyate: remains; dhyayet atmanam: one should think of
atman; angustha-matram: size of a thumb; jyoti-riipakam: form of light;
adhiima: without smoke; prakasayantam-antah-stham: shining within;
kiitastham-avyayam: unchangeable and imperishable.

Translation

The three [states of consciousness]: waking, dreaming and deep sleep; and
the three [aspects of existence]: the entire manifest universe, the cosmic
subtle body and the supreme consciousness; the macrocosm and even the
microcosm, the worlds of the earth and others, [all these], through absorption
in their true attributes, are merged into the inner self. The egg, heated by the
fire of knowledge, is absorbed with its cause into the supreme self [and]
becomes merged in the supreme Brahma. Then, still and deep, [it is neither]
light nor darkness, neither describable nor distinct. Reflect on the atman
resting within the body, like a light inside a jar. Just the essence remains. One
should think of the atman [as] the size of a thumb, a form of light, without
smoke, shining within, unchangeable and imperishable.

Commentary

Just as sound is the underlying principle of creation, consciousness is the
essence of existence. All beings, whether sentient or insentient, manifest or
unmanifest, are bound together by consciousness. Ultimately, all existence is
a part of the same consciousness. Although consciousness is one field, it can
be experienced as three states: waking, dreaming and deep sleep. While
awake, we become conscious of the world around us through the mind and
senses. While dreaming, we experience the subconscious, and its inner
manifestations. In deep sleep, we float in the unconscious, beyond all vestige
of perception, ideation and dream. In this way, the one field is interwoven
throughout the three states is consciousness. Similarly, consciousness is the
one reality that pervades the three dimensions of existence: the manifest
creation, the subtle cosmic cause, or womb of creation, and the supreme
consciousness.

The macrocosm and the microcosm, the lokas, or planes of existence, the
earth and others, all merge with the inner self by means of absorption into
their true attribute, which is consciousness. The cosmic egg, or womb of
creation, heated by the fire of jiana, knowledge, is absorbed into its cause,
paramatman, the supreme self, and merges into the parambrahman, the



supreme, ever expanding consciousness. This consciousness is constant and
steady, still and deep. It is neither light nor dark, distinct nor describable.
Meditate on your own atman, the pure consciousness, resting in the body, like
a light inside a jar, until just the essence remains. Think of the atman as the
size of your thumb. See or imagine it as a form of light, without any
emanation of smoke, shining within. Unchangeable, imperishable and eternal.



Verses 27 to 29: Spontaneous practice of jiana yoga
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mayayda mohitah pascadbahujanmantare punah (27)
satkarmaparipakattu svavikaram cikirsati

ko ‘ham kathamayam dosah samsarakhya upagatah (28)
jagratsvapne vyavaharantsusuptau kva gatirmama

iti cintaparo bhuitva svabhasa ca visesatah (29)

Anvay |
vijiiana-atma: vijfiana atman; dehe: in the body; mohitah: is deluded;
mayaya: by the unreal; jagrat-svapna-susuptitah: waking, dreaming and
sleeping; pascat: at last; bahu-janma-antare punah: after many births;
paripakat: as a result of; sat-karma: good karma; cikirsati: it wishes to return
to; sva-vikaram: its true state; kah aham: who am 1?; katham: how; ayam
dosah: this disease; samsara-akhya: called samsara; upagatah: did come to;
kva gatih: what happens; susuptau: during deep sleep; mama: to me;
vyavaharant: who is active in mundane life; jagrat-svapne: in waking and
dreaming; iti: it asks; bhiitva: having become; svabhasa: through its own
light; visesatah: above all; cintaparah: engrossed in reflection.

Translation

The vijiiana atman in the body is deluded by the unreal [during the states of]
waking, dreaming and sleeping. At last, after many births, as a result of good
karma, it wishes to return to its true state. Who am I? How did this disease
called samsara come to [me]? What happens during deep sleep to me, who is
active in mundane life in [the states of] waking and dreaming? It asks, having
become engrossed in reflection through its own light, above all.

Commentary

The atman is the pure self, or unbound consciousness. The jivatman is the
pure self, living in the body, and thus bound by it. The vijiana atman is the
psychic or reflected knowledge of the jivatman, which is limited by the states
of waking, dreaming and sleeping. It is also influenced by the seed karmas or



impressions of the associations derived from interactions with the world
outside. Due to its proximity with the atman, or pure self, the vijiiana atman
has the ability to discriminate between the real and the unreal. When focussed
downward, however, it becomes identified with the mind and body, and is
therefore deluded by the transitory nature of life, believing it to be permanent
and real.

In this way, the atman passes through many births and has many different
experiences in life. At last, as a result of good karma and the fulfilment of
residual desires, it wishes to return to its true nature, which is free from
duality, limitation and identification. When this resolution dawns, the vijiiana
atman becomes dissatisfied with the worldly roles and associations, and
begins to question itself and its existence. Through a process of inner analysis
and reflection, it asks: Who am I? How did this disease called samsara,
worldly life, come upon me? What happens to me, where do I go, during
deep sleep? In mundane life, who is active in the state of waking, and again,
who is dreaming? Withdrawing the mind and senses, the vijfiana atman
becomes engrossed in meditation, and asks these questions through its own
light, received from the pure atman above it.

The upanisads are a body of ancient knowledge, which contain the
experiences of rishis and seers of the vedic traditions, as well as some munis
from traditions, such as yoga and tantra. Therefore, although this text is
devoted to the teachings of kundalini yoga, we find the vedantic approach,
along with its practice of jiiana yoga, is also honored. According to vedanta,
Brahman, the pure, ever-expanding consciousness, is the one absolute reality;
everything else is illusion. However, according to yoga and tantra, this pure
state of consciousness can only be attained by the awakening of kundalint
sakti. Without the awakening of energy, the highest consciousness remains
obscure and remote. Therefore, in the yoga upanisads, we find the melding of
traditions: yoga and tantra to awaken the energy followed by vedanta to
realise the highest consciousness.



Verses 30 to 32: Merging with the atman
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ajianattu cidabhaso bahistapena tapitah

dagdham bhavatyeva tada tiilapindamivagnina (30)
daharasthah pratyagatma naste jfiane tatah param
vitato vyapya vijiianam dahatyeva ksanena tu (31)
manomayajnanamayantsamyagdadhva kramena tu
ghatasthadipavacchasvadantareva prakasate (32)

Anvay | |
cidabhasah: reflected consciousness; ajfianat: because of its lack of wisdom,;
tapitah: is burned; bahih-tapena: by an external heat; tada iva: just like; tiila-
pindam: bale of cotton; bhavati dagdham: is burnt; agnina: by fire; jfiane
naste: when jiiana has been destroyed; pratyagatma: inner self; daharasthah:
located in the ether; ksanena: immediately; param vijfianam: highest vijaana;
vitatah vyapya: permeating everything; dadhva: having maintained;
manomaya-jianamaya-ant: both manomaya and jaianamaya; tu: now; dahati:
burns; kramena: one by one; tu prakasate: then it shines forth; antar: from
within; dip-avacchasvat: like a clear light; ghatastha: inside a pot.

Translation

The reflected consciousness, because of its lack of wisdom, is burned by an
external heat, just like a bale of cotton is burnt by fire. When jfiana has been
destroyed, the inner self located in the ether immediately [expresses] the
highest vijiiana, permeating everything, [and] having maintained both
manomaya and jiianamaya, now burns [them] one by one. Then it shines
forth from within, like a clear light inside a pot.

Commentary

The atman, or pure consciousness of the self, abides within beyond the
association of the body, mind and senses. Although the essence of existence,
it remains unattainable and unknowable, as long as the soul resides in the
body. This is the human condition, or we may even say, the human error. As
soon as the consciousness is born in the body, it becomes veiled or obscured



for the entire duration of one’s lifetime. It is not until the time of death, or
else by means of certain esoteric practices, that the direct knowledge of the
atman can be regained. The teachings provided in the above verses are meant
for this purpose.

The pure consciousness of the atman remains ever suffused in its own
luminosity and bliss. When this consciousness is born in the body, it remains
apart, unaffected, and inaccessible in its true state. However, its reflection
permeates downward and suffuses the psyche, the mind and senses, and the
body with light and life. In this way, human beings are able to function with
intelligence and awareness in the different activities and stations of life. As
long as this downward reflection of light continues to illumine the person and
his life, there will be little memory of or desire to attain the atman, the
sublime consciousness, within. However, for those few individuals, who are
nearing completion of their human evolution, the path and practices for
attaining the experience of the atman in this lifetime are made available.

The reflected consciousness is considered to be impure at all of its levels due
to its association with the mind and body. The atman is pure knowledge,
eternal wisdom, but the reflected consciousness lacks this quality on account
of the vikara, or impurities, that are stored within it in the form of samskara,
or worldly impressions. Due to its lack of purity and wisdom, the reflected
consciousness is sensitive to and easily affected by the situations, conditions
and relations in the world around. It becomes heated and burns on account of
adversity, just like a bale of cotton bursts into flame, if burning objects are
placed on or near it.

When the mind and senses are withdrawn from the sensory objects, the
external knowledge of the world has no access within. Then the atman, or
inner self, which is located in the pure space of consciousness, immediately
permeates everything below it with the highest wisdom. Having maintained
both the mind and intellect through the reflected light of consciousness, it
now burns them both, one by one, with its pure light of wisdom. Free from
delusion, the consciousness now shines forth from within, like a clear light
inside a pot.



Verses 33 to 35: Supreme yogi
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dhyayanndste muniscaivamasupteramrtestu yah
jivanmuktah sa vijiieyah sa dhanyah krtakrtyavan (33)
jivanmuktapadam tyaktva svadehe kalasatkrte
visatyadehamuktatvam pavano ‘spandatamiva (34)
asabdamasparsamariupamavyayam tatharasam nityamagandhavacca yat

anadyanantam mahatah param dhruvam tadeva sisyatyamalam niramayam
(35)

Anvay

munih: muni; yah aste: who remains; dhydyan: meditating; evam-asupteh-
amrteh: right until sleep and death; vijfieyah jivanmuktah: is to be known as a
jivanmukta; krtakrtyavan: having done his duty; dhanyah: blessed; tyaktva:
renouncing; jivanmukta-padam: state of jivanmukta; svadehe krte visatya:
when his body has decomposed; kalasat: in time; deha-muktatvam: liberation
from the body; tam pavanah: its breath; aspanda: unmoving; tat-eva sisyati:
only that remains; yat: which; avyayam: imperishable; asabdam-asparsam-
artipam: without sound, touch or form; tatha: that is; rasam: taste; nityam:
eternal; ca: and; agandhavat: odourless; anadi-anantam: without beginning
or end; mahatah param: beyond the great; dhruvam: permanent; amalam:
pure; niramayam: untainted.

Translation

The muni, who remains meditating right until sleep and death, is to be known
as a jivanmukta [who], having done his duty, [is] blessed. Renouncing the
state of jivanmukta, when in time his body has decomposed, [he attains]
liberation from the body, its breath unmoving. Only that remains which [is]
imperishable, without sound, touch or form, that is, the essence, eternal and
odourless, without beginning or end, beyond great, permanent, pure [and]
untainted.

Commentary
Most people consider themselves in relation to their social status and the



work they do, while living in the world. Their life and worth are measured by
how active they are, how well they do, and how wealthy they are. But the life
of a muni is assessed by totally different criteria. The word muni has a more
tantric association, as does kundalini yoga, and refers to a yogi, saint, sage or
hermit, especially one who remains in silence. At the end of this teaching, we
are given the criterion of a muni or yogi, whom we must assume has achieved
mastery over the self. The muni is one, who remains in meditation on a daily
basis until he sleeps. In this way he passes his life, and remains free from
involvement with the world, right up until death.

Such a muni or yogi is known as a jivanmukta, liberated, living soul. Having
fulfilled the highest duty of man, to attain self-realisation while living, he is
truly blessed. At the time of passing, when the breath stops and the body
decomposes, he renounces the state of jivanmukta, and attains dehamukta,
liberation outside the body. When the liberated soul is freed from all vestiges
of the physical existence, only the imperishable, pure consciousness remains.
Merged in the supreme consciousness, he is beyond the perception of sound,
taste, touch, form or smell. He is eternal, untainted, without beginning or end,
beyond great.

ERIERCE

ityupanisat

Thus [ends] the Upanisad.
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Pronunciation Guide

nut t borscht

father th borscht home
bit d fresh dill
knee dh  flushed heart
hook n rainy

sue t tarp

hurt th scout hall

net d modern

time dh  mud hut

got n banal

house p papa

hum ph  top half

h + preceding vowel b maybe
paprika bh  mob hall

ink horn m chroma
ago y young

big hut r merit

anger 1 alas

chat \% lava

much harm S shin
jog S sunshine

raj house h hut

engine



3. Continuous Translation

Invocation

Thus I meditated on the seat of the heart, [which is] the power of yoga, on the
upanishad of yoga kundali, being nothing but the undiscriminating, true
knowledge of Brahma. Saying: Om, may this teaching benefit both of us
together. Peace.

Chapter One

1.
The two causes of individual consciousness [are] the mental disposition and
vital energy. If one of these two is destroyed, then both are destroyed.

2, 3a.

Of these two, a man should always control the prana first (by) moderation in
diet, (second) posture and thirdly, rotation and control of the pranic force. I
shall describe the characteristics of these. Listen attentively, Gautama.

3b, 4a.
A soft, sweet offering should be consumed, without filling one fourth [of the
stomach] in order to please Siva. This is called moderation in diet.

4b-6.

Then posture is declared [to be] of two kinds: padma [and] vajra. It is
padmasana if both soles of the feet are placed on top of the thighs; this
destroys all sins. It is said [to be] vajrasana [when] one places the opposite
foot below the miilakanda, the other above it, the neck, head [and] body
upright.

7-10a.

Sakti is really kundalini. A wise person should move it up [from] its location
[to] the navel [and] to the eyebrow centre. [This] is called sakticala. To
achieve this, two [things] are essential: sarasvaticala [and] control of prana.
Then, through practice, the kundalini becomes straight. Of these two, I shall
describe to you first sarasvaticala. It is told by those who know the past [that]
Sarasvati [is] really Arundhati. Only by arousing her will kundalini arise
spontaneously.

10b-18.

When the prana passes through ida, [then] the wise man, firmly bound [in]
padmasana, having expanded the nadi the length [of] twelve fingers and
circumference [of] four fingers, should hold [the lower ribs] continually



enclosing [them] with the thumb [and] forefingers of both hands, [and]
repeatedly stir up the $akti from right to left. The wise man should stir [it] up
fearlessly for the duration [of] two muhurtas. He should draw [it] upwards a
little [so that] the kundalini goes into susumna.

Thus kundalini enters the mouth of the susumna. The prana departs from
there [and] enters susumna of its own accord. He should expand the abdomen
by contracting the throat. By agitating in sarasvati, the prana, going upwards,
[reaches] the chest. He should exhale through the right nostril, [while]
continuing to agitate sarasvati [and] contracting the throat, the prana goes
upwards [from] the chest. Therefore he should continually stir up sarasvati
[whose] womb [is of] sound. Simply by arousing her, the yogin is freed from
disease. Diseases of the spleen, dropsy, and all other diseases arising within
the abdomen are certainly prevented by sakticala.

19-21.

So now, I shall explain succinctly the suppression of prana. Prana is the
movement [of] vital air in the body and [its retention] is called kumbhaka. It
is said [to be] just of two kinds, sahita and kevala. As long as he practises
sahita, he will have the power of kevala. The closing of the nostrils and the
mouth [is] the same in the four parts, namely siirya, ujjayi, sitalt and bhastri.
This is sahita kumbhaka.

22-23.

Seated firmly in padmasana on a pleasant [and] favourable seat [which is]
pure [and] not too high or low, in a sacred [and] solitary place free from grit
etc, of the length [of] a bow, without cold, fire [or] water, he should remain
stirring up sarasvatl.

24-26a.

Having slowly drawn in the air from outside through the right nostril, he
should inhale for as long as he wants, [and] then exhale through the left
[nostril]. After purifying the skull, he should exhale slowly. [This] destroys
the four vata diseases and the disease of worms. This should be done
repeatedly. This is called siiryabheda.

26b-29.

Slowly drawing in the breath through both nostrils, mouth closed, he holds its
sound from the throat to the heart as long as [he wishes]. He restrains the
prana as before, then exhales through the left [nostril]. [This] destroys the fire
produced [in] the head, the phlegm [in] the throat [and] afterwards destroys



all sicknesses, [thereby] increasing the digestive power [in] the body [and]
purifying [it]. It removes diseases arising in the nadis, jalodara [and] dhatus.
This kumbhaka is called ujjay1 [and] is to be done walking or standing.

30-31.

After drawing in the breath through the tongue, then retaining [it] as before,
the wise man should slowly exhale through both nostrils. This breath
retention called sitali causes the removal [of] diseases such as gulma, pliha,
bile, fever, thirst and poisons.

32-39.

Then, the wise man having assumed padmasana, neck and abdomen upright,
mouth closed, should exhale with effort through the nose. As soon as this
ensues, he should draw the breath with force upwards from the feet, then
loudly from the neck into the skull, holding [it] a while. In the same way he
should exhale again, and inhale again and again. Just as the bellows of
blacksmiths are moved with force, so he should slowly move the air within
his own body. If the body becomes weary, then he should inhale through the
right nostril. If the belly becomes full of air, then quickly pressing the centre
[of] the nostrils firmly [but] not with the forefingers, [and] retaining the
breath as before, he should exhale through the left nostril.

40-41.

Through those four means, when kumbhaka is imminent, these three bandhas
should be performed by the yogins, who are untainted. The first [is]
miillabandha; the second is called uddiyana and the third jalandhara. A
detailed description of them is given [here].

42-46.

Apana, [which has] a downward movement, is forcibly made [to] go upwards
by bending forward. This offering is called miilabandha. And when apana
goes upwards, arriving at the sphere [of] agni, then the flame [of] agni grows
long, buffeted by vayu. Then agni and apana, in the form [of] heat, enter
prana. Through this [process], a powerfully blazing fire is thus produced in
the body, [and] so the sleeping kundalin1 is awakened [by] its glowing heat.
[Then the kundalint], hissing, becomes erect like a snake struck [by] a stick.
It enters the opening [of] brahmanadi, moving inside there. Therefore,
miulabandha should always be practised daily by the yogins.

47-50.
Now uddiyana should be performed at the end of kumbhaka [and] the



beginning of exhalation. Because through this [practice] prana flies up
susumna, this bandha is therefore called uddiyana by yogins. Remaining in
vajrasana, one should firmly grasp the feet with both hands, and press there
the kanda [at] the place near the ankles. One should very slowly hold the
[awareness] at the back side [of] the thread or nadi in the abdomen, heart
[and] throat. When prana reaches the junction [of] the navel, it drives away
disease [in] the navel. [So the practice] should be done regularly.

51-55.

Now the bandha of the name jalandhara is to be done at the end of inhalation.
This [bandha is of] the form [of] contraction [of] the throat, obstructing the
path of vayu. When the throat is contracted by quickly bending down, the
prana is on the western thread in the middle on its way through brahmanad.
Staying in the same posture as before and stirring up saraswati, one gradually
controls the prana. On the first day, four [rounds] of kumbhaka should be
done, on the second [day], ten times, then five singly, [and] on the third day
twenty times. Kumbhaka should always be practised together with the three
bandhas [and] with an increase of five [rounds] each day.

56-58.

Disease is quickly caused by sleeping during the day, staying awake late at
night, too much sexual intercourse, continual socialising, obstructions [of]
urine [and] faeces, bad habit [of] irregular eating and [too much] energy
through mental exertion. If the yogin stops [the practice], saying ‘My disease
has appeared through the practice of yoga’, then he gives up his practice. This
is said [to be] the first obstacle [to yogal].

59-61.

The second is called doubt, the third inattentiveness, the fourth laziness, the
fifth sleep, the sixth erratic [practice], the seventh confusion, the eighth
distress, the ninth lack of faith, and the tenth is called by the wise the inability
to attain the essence of yoga. Thus, after reflecting [on these], the wise one
should forgo these ten obstacles.

62-65.

Thus the practice of pranayama should always be performed by meditating
steadily on purity. Then the mind is dissolved in susumna [and] prana
pervades [it]. When the impurities have withered away, and with movement
up [the susumna], he then becomes a yogin. Apana moving downwards
should be raised upwards by contracting it with force. This is called



mulabandha. Apana, having been raised up, moves together with agni to the
seat of prana. Then agni, having united prana and apana, quickly goes to
kundalini [who is] coiled, fast asleep.

66-69a.

Thus [kundalini], heated by agni and stirred up by vayu, now stretches out
her body inside the mouth [of] susumna. Then, having pierced
brahmagranthi produced by rajoguna, she blazes forthwith like a stroke of
lightning at the mouth [of] susumna. She immediately proceeds up through
visnugranthi, abiding in the heart. She goes upwards and continues through
rudragranthi, which comes from the eyebrow centre. Then, having pierced
[it], she goes to the mandala of the moon.

69b-73.

There it dries up by itself the fluid produced by the moon in the cakra called
anahata, which has sixteen petals. The blood, when agitated through the
force of prana, [becomes] bile through contact [with] the sun, [then] having
gone to the sphere [of] the moon, where it exists as the fluid nature of pure
phlegm. How is [blood, which is] by nature cold, converted into heat [when]
it is poured out there? In exactly the same manner, the white form of the
moon is heated intensely. Because of its desire for enjoyment, the mind is
externalised among sensory objects. The aspirant, enjoying this high state,
rejoices in [and] abides in the self.

74-76.

Kundalint goes to the place [where she takes] the eight forms [of] nature, and,
embracing [her Lord she], attains Siva [and] is dissolved [in him]. Thus the
white matter [which] falls down, after that goes by means of the vital air to
Siva, and then prana and apana are always produced equally. It transcends
whatever is small and even not small or describable. The entire prana fires up
like gold [heated by] the earth’s fire.

77-78.

Then the body, [which is] a body composed of elements, becomes very pure
in a deified form, produced by its pranic body. Released from the dormant
state, it consists of pure consciousness. Thus, the pranic body, being in the
nature of the self, [is] the commander of all.

79-81.
Thus one’s true self [knows] this: the release from the existence of a wife, the
illusion of the nature of time, as [is] the belief [that] a rope [is] like a snake.



All [that] arises [is] indeed false; indeed [all that] dissolves [is] false. Just as
the idea [of] silver in mother-of-pearl [is] an illusion, [so is that] of man and
wife. The earth and the cosmos [are] one and the same, as [are] the soul
which passes like a thread through the universe and its symbol. Sleep and the
primordial spirit [are] one and the same, [as are] the light of consciousness
and pure intelligence.

82-83a.

The sakti called kundalini, luminous [and] like the lotus-fibre, seeing with the
tip of her hood the bulb at the base, similar to the bulb of the lotus, [and]
grasping her tail with her mouth, she connects with the brahmarandhra.

83b-87.

[When] the yogin has taken his place in padmasana, his anus contracted,
making the vayu go upwards [and] the mind enter kumbhaka, [then] agni,
through the force [of] the gust of vayu, goes in flames to svadhisthana. The
blowing [of] the gusts of agni and vayu through the serpent [which] then
having pierced brahmagranthi, next stabs visnugranthi and, after piercing
rudragranthi, the six lotuses. [Now] Sakti [is] happy [to be] with Siva in the
thousand-petalled lotus. Thus it should be understood [that] this [is] the
highest state; it alone produces bliss.

Chapter Two

1-4a.

Now I shall describe the vidya called khecart, since [there is] in this place no
death [or] old age [for] those who are endowed with this knowledge.
Whoever is at the mercy of death, disease and old age, having learned this
vidya, o Sage, [and] having strengthened his mind, should then practise
khecari. One should respectfully approach with total devotion the guru, the
destroyer [of] old age, death [and] disease on earth, who knows khecari [and
has learned] its meaning both from books and continual practice.

4b-10.

The vidya [of] khecar1 [is] difficult to attain; its practice [is] also difficult to
attain. Practice and melana are not accomplished at the same time. Those
[who are] intent on practice alone do not gain melana. One obtains the
practice, o Brahman, at some time in another life, but one does not attain
melana even after a hundred lives. Having performed the practice through
many births [and] perfected it, a yogin attains melana at some time in a future
birth. If a yogin attains melana from the mouth of the guru, then he obtains



that siddhi spoken of in the eternal sacred teachings. If he attains melana
through its meaning in books, then he reaches Siva [and is] freed from all
reincarnations. Even gurus may not be able to have this knowledge without
the sacred books. Therefore, o Sage, this teaching [is] very difficult to
acquire.

11-16a.

An ascetic should go wandering for as long as he does not have [this]
knowledge. When he does obtain the knowledge, then the siddhi is firmly in
his hand. Without this knowledge, the siddhi cannot be manifested in the
three worlds. Therefore [it is] the imperishable one [who], giving the
teachings, readily gives melana. [The yogin] seeks refuge in Siva, regarding
[him as] the bestower of the practice. Having obtained this teaching from the
highly honoured ones, he should not reveal [it] to others. Therefore this deep
knowledge should, with every effort, be kept secret. O Brahman, having gone
there where dwells a guru [who] imparts the divine yoga, and having
comprehended the khecart vidya expressed by him, one should, undaunted
right from the start, do the practice correctly as described by him. Through
this knowledge, the yogin may become part of the siddhi of khecari.

16b-18a.
Having expanded the bija of khecar1 by uniting khecari with the energy of
khecari, he becomes Lord of the Khecaras and lives forever amongst them.

Khecari-bija is described as the abode of the khecaras [and is] adorned [like]
a circle [of] fire and water. Through this, yoga is perfected.

18b-21a.

The ninth sound [of] the phase of the moon should be pronounced in reverse.
Then it is told [there is] a sound [made of] three phases [of] the form of the
moon. Then also the eighth sound [pronounced] in the opposite direction [is]
supreme, o Sage. Know [that] it is supreme [and] its beginning [is] the fifth,
and this is said [to be] the peak of the moon in its great part. This [which
gives] success in all yogas is to be gained through instruction by the guru.

21b-24a.

Whoever repeats [this] twelve [times] every day does not get even in sleep
the maya [which is] born of the body [and] the source [of] hidden actions.
And he who is self-disciplined repeats this five hundred thousand times, to
him the siddhi of the glorious khecari comes forth spontaneously. All
obstructions disappear and the devas rejoice; and without doubt there will be



elimination of wrinkles and grey hair.

24b-27.

Having obtained this great knowledge, one should then do the practice.
Otherwise, o Brahman, one will suffer without [gaining] siddhi on the path of
khecar1. Whoever does not gain this nectar-like knowledge through this
cleansing practice, having gained it at the beginning of melana, should repeat
it forever. If not, o Brahman, who is lacking it, does not get even a small part
of siddhi. If he obtains this teaching, then he should practise its knowledge.
Then the sage quickly obtains that siddhi handed down [to him].

28-37a.

Having drawn up [the tongue from] the root of the palate, the knower of
atman should for seven days clear every impurity [from it] in the way
described by his guru. [He should take] a clean, oiled and sharp knife
resembling the leaf of the snuhi plant, then with it [make a] cut the size of a
hair. He should quickly apply [it] with crushed rock-salt and sea-salt. When
he has completed the seventh day, he should again cut off [a piece] the size of
a hair. So, having made constant effort, he should continue steadily. In six
months the root of the organ of taste attached to the head is destroyed. Then
the yogin who knows the right time and method should enclose with cloth the
head [of] the mighty Lord of Speech, slowly elevating [it]. Again through
daily friction for a period of six months, o Sage, it reaches up to the eyebrow
centre and sideways up to the opening of the ears. And then, gradually set in
motion, it proceeds to the root [of] the chin. Then again, after the third year, it
progresses easily upwards to where the hair meets the forehead, [then]
sideways up to shakha, the aperture at the top back of the head, o Sage, [and]
downwards to the throat-pit. In another three years, having reached
brahmarandhra, it without doubt remains there. It goes sideways to beneath
the crest of hair, downwards right to the throat-pit and very slowly through
the great adamantine doors of the skull.

37b-40a.

The knowledge concerning the seed sound, [which] was explained
previously, is indeed extraordinary. One should do the six parts of this
[vidya] through its six different tones. One should do mystic hand
movements for the purpose of [attaining] all the first siddhis. This practice
should be prepared slowly [and] not all at the same time, since the body
which practises [it] all at once quickly decomposes. Therefore, the practice



should be done very gradually, o Esteemed Sage.

40b-44a.

Then the tongue moves to the brahmarandhra through the outer path. And
then, having been rubbed with the finger-tips, the tongue enters the bolt of
Brahma, [which] is difficult to be pierced even by the gods. Having done this
for three years, it moves through to the entrance to Brahma. Now, having
moved through to the entrance to Brahma, it performs churning perfectly.
Inspired people sometimes reach the goal without churning. Whoever masters
khecarl mantra may attain without churning. One obtains the fruits quickly by
doing both repetition of mantra and churning.

44b-49.

Having attached a thin rod made of gold, silver or even iron to the nostrils by
means of a thread impregnated with milk, holding the breath in the heart, the
self [in] a comfortable position [and] focusing the eyes on the eyebrow
centre, one should slowly perform the auspicious mathana. In six months the
state of mathana comes naturally, just like the state of sleep in children is
maintained. One should not always practise [this] excellent mathana [every]
month. The yogin should not always revolve his tongue [on] the path. After
twelve years there is sure [to be] attainment of siddhis. The whole universe is
seen in the body [as] indistinct from the atman. This great path [of] ascending
kundalini is the infinite ruler [of] the cosmos.

Chapter Three

The Lotus-born said:

1-2.

O Sankara, which one, the night of the dark moon or the beginning of the full
moon, is described as its sign? This [is] truly [its] name. It should be
established when is not the right time: the first day of the lunar fortnight, or

the night of the dark moon, or the day of the full moon. This [is] the way, and
no other.

3-4a.

[When there is] longing for sensual enjoyment because of desire, one is
deluded by the desire for sensual enjoyment. One should renounce [these]
two [and] forever devote oneself to that which is stainless. Moreover, one
should abandon everything pleasurable, which one wishes for oneself.

4b-7a.



Having put manas within sakti, manas being amongst Sakti, and viewed
manas through manas, one leaves this highest stage. For manas [is] indeed
the bindu, and the cause [of] creation and continued existence. Bindu comes
into existence through manas, just as ghee comes from milk. Its mental cause
[is] definitely not situated in the middle of bondage. Binding [is] there where
sakti is located between the moon and the sun.

7b-9a.

Having known the susumna [and] its piercing, moved the prana up the centre,
and remained in the site of the moon, one should close the nostrils. Having
experienced the prana, the bindu as described, the quality of sattva and the
six cakras, one enters the sphere of joy.

9b-13.

[They are] miiladhara, svadhisthana, manipura the third, anahata, visuddhi,
and djna, the sixth. It is said the base [cakra is] in the anus, svadhisthana in
the sexual [region], manipura in the area of the navel, anahata is placed in the
heart, viSuddhi at the base of the throat, and ajiia cakra in the skull. Having
experienced the six cakras, one enters the sphere of joy. Having drawn in the
vayu, one should direct [it] upwards. He becomes part of the cosmos [who]
practises this breath control. Therefore one should practise [control of] vayu,
bindu, cakras and citta.

14-18a.

Yogins attain the pure nectar of immortality through samadhi alone. Just as
the fire inherent in timber does not rise up without friction, so the light of
wisdom does not [appear] without the practice of yoga. The light inside a pot
does not shine outside. Only when the pot is broken, does the flame of light
become visible. Thus, one’s body is spoken of as the vessel, while its cause
[is] light. When it is completely broken by the speech of the guru, the divine
wisdom of Brahma becomes clear. Having attained [it and] made the guru the
helmsman, one crosses the subtle dimension and the ocean of worldly
existence through the power [of] the desire for sadhana.

18b-21a.

That aforesaid [vac], [which] sprouts in para, makes two leaves in pasyanti,
buds in madhyama [and] blossoms in vaikhari, becomes set by reversing this
order. The supreme divinity is at the peak of vac. Whoever remains always
convinced that ‘I am Soham’, causes the vac to blossom [and] is not even
affected by various vile words [that] are spoken.



21b-26.

The three [states of consciousness]: waking, dreaming and deep sleep; and
the three [aspects of existence]: the entire manifest universe, the cosmic
subtle body and the supreme consciousness; the macrocosm and even the
microcosm, the worlds of the earth and others, [all these], through absorption
in their true attributes, are merged into the inner self. The egg, heated by the
fire of knowledge, is absorbed with its cause into the supreme self [and]
becomes merged in the supreme Brahma. Then, still and deep, [it is neither]
light nor darkness, neither describable nor distinct. Reflect on the atman
resting within the body, like a light inside a jar. Just the essence remains. One
should think of the atman [as] the size of a thumb, a form of light, without
smoke, shining within, unchangeable and imperishable.

27-29.

The vijiiana atman in the body is deluded by the unreal [during the states of]
waking, dreaming and sleeping. At last, after many births, as a result of good
karma, it wishes to return to its true state. Who am I? How did this disease
called samsara come to [me]? What happens during deep sleep to me, who is
active in mundane life in [the states of] waking and dreaming? It asks, having
become engrossed in reflection through its own light, above all.

30-32.

The reflected consciousness, because of its lack of wisdom, is burned by an
external heat, just like a bale of cotton is burnt by fire. When jfiana has been
destroyed, the inner self located in the ether immediately [expresses] the
highest vijfiana, permeating everything, [and] having maintained both
manomaya and jiianamaya, now burns [them] one by one. Then it shines
forth from within, like a clear light inside a pot.

33-35.

The muni, who remains meditating right until sleep and death, is to be known
as a jivanmukta [who], having done his duty, [is] blessed. Renouncing the
state of jivanmukta, when in time his body has decomposed, [he attains]
liberation from the body, its breath unmoving. Only that remains which [is]
imperishable, without sound, touch or form, that is, the essence, eternal and
odourless, without beginning or end, beyond great, permanent, pure [and]
untainted.

Thus [ends] the Upanisad.
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